RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING Held on Wednesday 18th September 2013

1.    OPENING PROCEDURES:
1.1  PRESENT: S Holt (Chair), D Herbert, J Jones, J Matts, S Pasley-Tyler, R Spring, 

       M Worthington and 6 members of the public
1.2  APOLOGIES: J Humphrey, R Marsh
1.3  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
  Personal - None
  Personal and Prejudicial - None
2.1  THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 17th July 2013 were agreed

       and signed as correct by the chairman

       THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on 31st July 2013 were

       agreed and signed as correct by the chairman

       THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on 21st August 2013

       were agreed and signed as correct by the chairman
       THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on 4th September 2013
       were agreed and signed as correct by the chairman.

3.    MATTERS ARISING - none
4.    PUBLIC TIME
       As most members of the public were attending the meeting for planning it was

       agreed to bring this forward.

6.    PLANNING  
6.1  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
       DA/2013/0645 Construction of manage.  Grove Farm, West Haddon Road,

       Ravensthorpe

       No Observations
       DA/2012/0255 Construction of one 500kw wind turbine (78 to tip of blade) and

       supporting infrastructure.  Land at Covert Farm, Long Lane, East Haddon

       Objections: The parish council strongly opposes this application.

       1.The siting of the proposed wind turbine is close to the A428 and would be in the

        direct sight line of drivers approaching a dangerous bend in the road.  The turbine

        could be a distinct distraction.  This is a hazardous stretch of the road where there

        have been a number of accidents including a recent fatality.  This matter of road

        safety is of grave concern.

       2. Close to the edge of a Special Landscape Area this site would make the

       proposed wind turbine highly visible from a considerable area of the surrounding

       countryside.

       DA/2013/0640  Construction of dwelling with attached garage (revised scheme) 

       Ravensthorpe Glebe, The Hollow Ravensthorpe

       Objections: The proposed construction is far too large and dominating for the plot. 

       The footprint area would be significantly larger than that of the two smaller

        properties originally proposed for which outline planning permission was granted.

       1.The design is totally out of sympathy with neighbouring properties.

       2.The access is a non-paved green lane which would not sustain the increased traffic

          flow created by such a large dwelling.  

      3.  An ash tree with a TPO will have its’ roots disturbed when installing proposed fence.

The Ravensthorpe Village Design Statement states:

· New development should not be allowed if it is too large in scale and massing for the plot. (p.12)

· Ravensthorpe’s typical settings and garden forms should be understood and large areas of hard surfacing at the front of houses avoided. (p.12)

· Respect the ancient settlement patterns. (p.14)

· Newer buildings should respect the heritage of the village and be in sympathy with neighbouring properties. (p.14)

          The council would like to point out that there are several trees marked on the plan

           that have since been felled, therefore no longer screening the north and east

           boundaries.

6.2  PLANNING PERMISSIONS   

       DA/2013/0407 Construction of two agricultural buildings and one extension to existing

       building.  Upper Coton Farm, Coton Road, Guilsborough

       DA/2013/0438 Conversion of barn to self contained residential accommodation. 

       Barns at Home Farm House, 42 High Street Ravensthorpe.

       DA/2013/0471 Construction of single storey building.  51 High Street Ravensthorpe

6.3  Town and Country Planning (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999 Tree Preservation

       Order

       Location - The Firs, Little Lane.  1 Ash, 1 Sycamore, 1 Holly and group of 5

       sycamores - noted

5.    BUSINESS
5.1  Works to Trees Pocket Park -  a further quote was received from Maurice

       Fitch - this was a quote to inspect one of the trees rather than do work on it.  After a

       lengthy discussion it was agreed to ask ‘Chris Spokes Trees Services’ to carry out the

       work on the two ash trees at a cost of £550 on written assurance that the trees  would

       be safe after doing this work.

5.2  e.on - Street Lighting - retro fit control gear - a letter offering to save money by

       replacing all night photo cells with part night photo cells.  The chairman will make

       enquiries regarding the cost of this. 

5.3  Broadband Surveys by the County Council - after discussion it was agreed that

       leaflets should be delivered urging householders to complete the survey.  D Herbert

       agreed to write this.

5.4  Weed killing - around Tree in Bettycroft - a resident raised concerns about this.  This

       had been discussed before and David Grainger advised that he uses ‘round up’ which

       will not affect the tree.
5.5  Email list of Villagers - this was suggested to enable the parish council to keep

       parishioners informed of important issues as and when they arise.  It was agreed to

       add this suggestion to the ‘broadband’ flyer asking that those interested send the clerk

       their email addresses.  It was agreed this would be an excellent form of

       communication.
5.6  NCALC - July/August newsletter - noted

5.7  NCALC - Training Calendar - noted

5.8  Training - recent changes to the planning system - Wed 6th Nov - £29 per parish -

       emailed - anyone interested to let the clerk know.
5.9  NCC - Northants Mineral and Waste Development Framework Partial Review Mineral

       & Waste Local Plan Final Draft Plan (Proposed Submission).  Response by 31st

       October - emailed

       D Herbert had read this and advised that there were no threats to the parish.  David

       was thanked and it was agreed that the council would not respond.

5.10 Clerks Salary - local government pay settlement for 2013/14 1% increase effective

        from April 2013 - it was agreed that this should be paid.  The clerks annual salary

        would be increased to £3673.65.  The chairman also suggested that the clerk should 

        keep a record of hours worked for a few months to to ascertain whether the clerk’s

        paid hours per week (a standard number for the size of the parish) do cover the

        amount of work carried out.

5.11 Smith of Derby - service agreement - a letter offering a 15% discount if the council

        were to pay for a 3 year servicing agreement this could be a saving of about £90. 

        After discussion it was agreed to do this over a three year period.

6.    PLANNING  - See above 
7.     FINANCE
7.1   IT WAS AGREED TO PAY THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS



Anglian Water

Allotments



    
   22.01

                     E Peachey


Clerk Salary April - June 13 709.23







Expenses H&L £25 expenses £11.10       745.33 

                     ICO



Data Protection annual renewal                  35.00     

               Total
                                                                                                  802.34 







         




7.2  BALANCES AT BANK 
    £8388.50
8.    CORRESPONDENCE
8.1  NCC - Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 Schedule of speed limits - a proposed Order

       to reduce the speed limit between Ravensthorpe and Coton to 40mph and move the

       30 mph signs further out.
9.    COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS
9.1  Pocket Park:  Roger reported that 1. the pond level is low and it will need filling to

       protect the liner - to be reviewed in the spring.   2. The bench seat table has rotted

       away and now needs replacing.  It was agreed that the clerk should get quotes for this

       to be replaced.  It was also agreed that quotes should be sought for maintenance of

       some of the village benches.

       The meadow is due to be raked on 12th October but the mower cannot be borrowed.  

       John Matts said that he maybe able to loan one.
9.2  Allotments - in good order
9.3  Highways hole at bottom of lane by wall - needs attention
10.  LEAFLETS and CORRESPONDENCE - circulation
       Clerks and Councils Direct


11.   Items for next month’s Agenda

        Reservoir Car Park

        Potential signage for Chequers Car Park 

The meeting closed at 9.40pm

