RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING Held on Wednesday 16th April 2014

1.    OPENING PROCEDURES:

1.1  PRESENT: D Herbert, S Holt (Chairman), R Marsh, S Pasley-Tyler, R Spring

       J Matts (7.15), J Humphrey (7.30) and 3 members of the public
1.2  APOLOGIES:  M Worthington, J Jones

1.3  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

  Personal - R Spring - planning application
  Personal and Prejudicial - None
2.1  THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 19th March 2014 were

       agreed and signed as correct by the Chairman.

2.2  MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on Wednesday 9th April 2014

       were agreed and signed as correct by the Chairman.

3.    MATTERS ARISING

3.1  Village Litter Pick - the Chairman said that it was a successful morning and thanked

       those who attended.
3.2  Street Lighting - e.on contact - to be chased

3.3  Footpath Church Garden - Teeton Road - awaiting response from Highways 

4.    PUBLIC TIME

The applicant of the planning application (DA/2014/0280) explained that DDC Planning Department had suggested that the development may be considered as being in open countryside rather than infill.  He explained  the access and advised that there would be a covenant regarding the road servicing the houses.

5.    BUSINESS

5.1  Clerk’s Resignation - the clerk officially handed in her resignation but said she would

       continue as long as necessary for a smooth handing over period.  The clerk was

       thanked by the Council.
5.2  Advertising of Clerk’s position - Suggestions on the wording of the advertisement

       had been circulated and it was agreed that this was fine but training should be added. 

       It was agreed to advertise as widely as possible, with interviews taking place week

       commencing 9th June.
5.3  Council Insurance - quotes had been received from Aon £418.91 and through Came

       and Company, Aviva - £643.31 or Hiscox £421.05.  After discussion it was agreed to

       use Aon.

5.4  Street Light Church Gardens - Insurance Claim - still in progress
5.5  Northants ACRE membership - it was agreed not to subscribe

5.6  NCALC Subscription - £174.59, Audit Service £155  Total £329.59 - it was agreed to

       subscribe.
5.7  NCALC Update - March/April - noted

5.8  Presentation of Accounts for the Year Ending 31st March 2014 - it was agreed

       the accounts should be passed and signed as a true record.  The Chairman and

       Clerk duly signed the accounts.
5.9 Pocket Park - A letter was received from a parishioner advising that there was a

      considerable amount of Ragwort in the Park.  After a thorough discussion it was 

      agreed that advice would be sought on any necessary action. 
6.    PLANNING  

6.1  PLANNING APPLICATIONS

       DA/2014/0280 Construction of four dwellings with associated access road.  Land Off

       Guilsborough Road.
      OBSERVATIONS: The Parish Council has no concerns regarding the site itself as it

considers that this would be infill development.  Whilst recognising that, in line with the Village Design statement, the application seeks to preserve the view from Guilsborough Road opposite Little Lane, the Parish Council feels that this could be better achieved if the house on Plot 4 were to be moved a metre or so to the west. 
6.2  PLANNING PERMISSIONS

       DA2013/0840 Change of use of existing outbuilding to wedding and function

       venue, formation of car park and new vehicular access (revised version).  Coton

       Lodge, West Haddon Road, Guilsborough

7.   FINANCE

7.1 IT WAS AGREED TO PAY THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS


David Grainger
Mowing 27.3.14




261.60


e.on


Street Lighting 1/4 maintenance


147.83


e.on


Street Lighting - removal of column 

168.00


Western Power
Repairs to Cable damage Church Gardens
411.53


e.on


St Lighting Jan/March + outstanding payment
825.95

           NCALC

Subscription and Audit Fee 2014


329.59
                             
TOTAL





       £2144.50

7.2 INCOME RECEIVED   







   

                   Allotments £170

7.3  BALANCES AT BANK 
    £8511.87
8.    CORRESPONDENCE

9.    COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1  Pocket Park - The trees still haven’t been attended to as the landowner is having a

       job getting hold of the tree surgeon.  The water level in the pond is very low and the

       liner will need replacing shortly.
9.2  Allotments - no report available
9.3  Highways - nothing to report
9.4  Broadband - will be reported at APM
9.5  Village Design Statement – also to be reported at the APM. The original Design

       Statement did not include Coton – to be added in the new statement.  The Parish

       Boundary goes up the Guilsborough Road to the edge of the Church.  Guilsborough

       would like to include an overview of this area in their Parish Plan.
10.  LEAFLETS and CORRESPONDENCE - None
The Meeting closed at 8.05pm

