RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Held on Wednesday 21st May 2014

1.    OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN S Pasley-Tyler proposed S Holt, M Worthington

       seconded the proposal, there being no other nominations S Holt was duly elected

       chairman.  He then signed  the declaration of acceptance and took the chair.
1.2  ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN - R Spring proposed S Pasley-Tyler, M Worthington

       seconded the motion.  There being no other nominations S Pasley-Tyler was duly

       elected.

1.3  APOLOGIES: J Humphrey, J Jones
1.4  PRESENT: D Herbert, S Holt (chairman), R Marsh, S Pasley-Tyler, R Spring, 

       M Worthington and two members of the public, J Matts (8.30)

1.5  DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

       Personal - R Marsh planning 2014/0349. 
       Personal and Prejudicial - S Holt planning 2014/0324
1.6  ADOPTION OF Standing Orders - It was agreed to adopt these in their present

       form and suggested that these should be looked at along with the Financial 

       Regulations after the new clerk takes office.

1.7  The following APPOINTMENTS OF OFFICERS AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES

        were made:

           Responsible Financial Officer - E Peachey, clerk
Internal Checkers - J Jones and S Holt

Bank Signatories - E Peachey, J Matts, J Jones, S Holt and R Spring


Planning Co-ordinator - M Worthington

Grass Cutting Officer - R Spring

Highways Officer - R Marsh

Tree Warden - J Herbert

Village Hall Representative - R Spring

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator - I Baverstock

Footpath Warden - J Peachey
Pocket Park Co-ordinator - C Giles

1.8  SEATS - maintenance

       East Haddon Road
       Teeton Road
       West Haddon Road
       Coton Road

C Giles will continue to look after these
2.1 THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on Wed 9th April 2014

      were agreed and signed as correct by the chairman.
2.2 THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 16th April 2014 - were

      amended 9.5 The original Design Statement - ‘Coton will not be included in the new

     statement’.  The minutes were then signed as correct by the chairman.
3.   MATTERS ARISING

3.1 New Clerk - the clerk reported that she had received four applications to date.  The

      Chairman advised that he hoped to meet with J Matts and the clerk to look at the

      applications during the first week in June with interviews being held during the second 

      week, making an appointment before the next meeting.
3.2 Street Light - Church Garden - the insurance company has sent a cheque for the sum

      of £545.73 the lower payment was due to a £250 excess and that the lamp was not

      insured for the true value.   

3.3 Footpath - Church Garden - Teeton Road - the chairman reported that he had contact 

      Lara again and read the mowing contract which does say that the parish is

      responsible for link paths in the village as well as all paths and verges within the 30

      mph limit.  After lengthy discussion it was agreed to discuss this further at the next

      meeting.  Clerk to check with Enhancement Gang coordinator whether they are going

      to carry out any work in the village this year.

4.   PUBLIC TIME - none

      It was agreed to bring the planning matters forward as there were members of

      the public at the meeting for planning matters.

6.   PLANNING
      The chairman stepped down and S Pasley-Tyler took the chair.

6.1  PLANNING APPLICATIONS   
       DA/2014/0324 Demolition of detached garage.  Construction of single storey side

       and rear extension and loft conversion with front and rear dormer windows.  10 Little

       Lane, Ravensthorpe

       No Observations
       S Holt took the chair

       DA/2014/0349 Demolition of existing garage/outbuilding.  Construction of single storey

      rear extension.  8 Scott Close, Ravensthorpe

      Observations: No Observations
      DA/2014/0374 Demolition of existing dwelling and outbuildings.  Construction of

      detached dwelling with integral double garage.  The Firs, Little Lane, Ravensthorpe

      Observations: The council would prefer to see the chimney built on the inside of the

      house as this would be more in keeping with all other properties in the village.  A

      window at front of the garage would improve the aspect from the lane.

6.2  PLANNING PERMISSIONS

       DA/2014/0170  Conversion of loft space to living accommodation, insertion of roof

       lights to rear roof plane and change to UPVC external joinery.  Waterview, Bettycroft

       DA/2014/0223 Two storey side/rear extension to dwelling involving the removal of

       existing garage.  Grove Farm, West Haddon Road, Ravensthorpe

6.3  CONSENT TO CARRY OUT WORK

       DA/2014/0206 Work to trees subject of Tree Preservation Order DA 293.  19 Church

       Gardens, Ravensthorpe
5.   BUSINESS
5.1  Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting - the council agreed that these were correct
5.2  Matters arising from the APM: 

5.2.1 Bank Interest:  It was agreed to look into this after the council had adopted a new

       on-line banking system which councils have recently been advised can now be used. 

       This will be looked at when the new clerk is appointed.
5.3  Audit Commission - Annual Return for the Year Ending 31st March 2014

       Section 1 - Account Statements - these were approved by the council and signed by

       the chairman.  Section 2 - Annual Governance Statement - this was read through,

       agreed and signed by the chairman and clerk.
5.4  Pocket Park - Ragwort - R Spring advised that this can be sprayed but it could kill

       other wild flowers.  It should be risked assessed to ensure that it is ‘common ragwort’. 

       There was lengthy discussion about the best way to tackle this problem.  Although it is

       dangerous to animals - it is so only in a dried form, ie hay. It was agreed that R Marsh

       would advise the landowner next door and the chairman would speak with J Patrick.

5.5  Northants Minerals Waste Development Framework Partial Review - Waste Local

       Plan Proposed Modification. 

       D Herbert had looked at the document and advised that it was a reasonably

       large update and there were four main points:

       4.3. Northamptonshire’s annual apportionment is for an average annual figure of 0.89 

       1.36 million tonnes (Mt) of aggregates to be provided consisting of 0.50 0.97 Mt of

       sand and gravel per annum and 0.39 Mt of crushed rock (limestone) per annum.

 

       [So less aggregate has to be taken than previously thought due to falling 

       demand  averaged over the past 10 years sales]

 

      4.41. The sites allocated for sand and gravel (under Policy 4) have a total estimated

      provision of 11.1 Mt. This, in addition to the estimated committed reserves of 5.26 Mt,

      equates to a total of 16.36 Mt, and will meet the required provision of 9 Mt for the

      remaining 18 years of the plan period (with an over provision of 7.361 Mt).

 

     [There’s more than enough already allocated for the next 18 years]

  

      Policy 22 (Policy CS14): Addressing the impact of proposed minerals and waste

      development

      Proposals for minerals and waste development must demonstrate that the following

      matters have been considered and addressed:

·   protecting Northamptonshire’s natural resources and key environmental designations (including heritage assets),

·    avoiding and / or minimising potentially adverse impacts to an acceptable level,

·   ensuring built development is of a design and layout that has regard to its visual appearance in the context of the defining characteristics of the local area,

·     ensuring access is sustainable, safe and environmentally acceptable, and

·     ensuring that local amenity is protected.

 

      [There is a slight modification in the slant of this towards protection]

 
     Box 3 (Box CMD3): Relevant natural environmental designations in

      Northamptonshire

      International – Special Protection Areas (SPAs) such as the Upper Nene Valley

      Gravel Pits

      National – Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), National Nature

      Reserves and Registered Parks and Gardens

      Local – Local Nature Reserves, Local Wildlife Sites, Protected Wildflower

      Verges, Pocket Parks and Regionally Important Geological Sites (RIGS)

 

     [Unsurprisingly, Special Landscape Areas are no longer recognised or included]
     The council agreed that there was no need to respond.

7.    FINANCE
7.1  IT WAS AGREED TO PAY THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS  
                     


           
           AON UK Ltd
  Parish Council Insurance for 2014/15
      418.91

  
R Giles
  Expenses Pocket Park


          9.00


TOTAL





               £427.91
         








7.2  PAYMENTS RECEIVED 



Allotment Rents                                          40.00



Insurance Claim - Street LIght

 545.73


           DDC 1/2 year Precept                            4925.00

      BALANCES AT THE BANK   £11,257.37

8.  COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS
       Allotments - In good order
       Pocket Park - The trees still need attention - Richard to chase
       Highways - No report
       Broadband - Gigaclear have gone quiet. BT would like to meet, but the County

       Council have nothing in place yet.
       Village Design Statement - the group are making slow steay progress and hope a

       questionnaire will go out next month.
9.   CORRESPONDENCE - none
10. LEAFLETS AND CORRESPONDENCE
      Clerks and Councils Direct
11. Items for next month’s Agenda


