RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON Wednesday, 16 July 2014 at 8.00 pm

1  
OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Present:  D Herbert, S Holt (Chairman), J Humphrey, J Jones, R Marsh, J Matts (arrived 8.20 pm) S Pasley-Tyler, R Spring, M Worthington and one member of the public

1.2 Apologies: None
1.3 Declarations of Interest:

Personal:  None

Prejudicial: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16 June 2014 were agreed and signed by the Chairman as correct.

3   MATTERS ARISING

3.1 Enhancement Gang.  The Chairman reported that two men had come for the day as anticipated and had carried out a number of the jobs that had been identified.  

4   PUBLIC TIME

4.1 The member of the public present (Pocket Park Co-ordinator) stated that having noted that an update on the pond in the Pocket Park was on the Agenda he wished to update the Council.  He agreed that the pond did need attention but that the problem of it drying out was long standing and was partially due to the liner cracking when it became exposed to the elements.  He stated that the pond had never dried out completely and that it was populated by smooth newts and was, therefore, still a viable proposition for wildlife.  He confirmed that, at his request, an ‘expert’ was coming to have a look at the situation in the near future and following this he would report further.

5 BUSINESS

5.1 It was resolved that the Clerk be paid for her attendance time and travel costs in respect of the two day training course at the offices of NCALC in September.  The Clerk advised that she had registered for the course but was waiting for confirmation that it was definitely going ahead.  The cost of the course would be invoiced to the Council after attendance.
5.2 It was resolved that the authorised signatories in the current mandate, for the NatWest accounts, be amended to include that of the new Clerk (Carol James) and to remove that of the previous Clerk (Elizabeth Peachey).
5.3 The upkeep of the village footpaths was discussed.  It was agreed that if the Parish Council was responsible for the mowing of the grassy footpaths rather than the County Council then this would need to be taken into account when preparing the budget for next  year’s precept.  Concern was raised at a number of areas in the village where foliage from gardens was overhanging footpaths and impeding pedestrians.  It was agreed that the householders concerned would be individually approached in this respect.

5.4 Following discussion, it was agreed that the West Northamptonshire Community Infrastructure Levy was not relevant to a small parish like Ravensthorpe and that no response was, therefore, required.

6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

None
6.2 Planning Permissions

DA/2013/2014/0349 – 8 Scott Close – permission granted for demolition of existing garage/outbuilding and construction of single storey rear and side extension.  

7 FINANCE

7.1 The following invoices were approved by the Council for payment.:

E-ON Maintenance of Street Lighting





    £147.83

E-ON Electricity Charges q/e 30 June





    £413.77

Village Hall Rent








      £62.00

David Grainger – Mowing June 2014





    £523.20

TOTAL









 £1,146.80

7.2
Balances at Bank








£10,273.03

8 CORRESPONDENCE

8.1 The Chairman reported that he had attended the Parish & Town Councils’ Meeting on 19 June 2014. Of interest was a proposal to recruit further Special Constables in local parish areas.
8.2 The letter from NCALC advising of a significant proposed increase in the annual subscription rate was discussed.  The Chairman stated that he would initially contact NCALC on an informal basis to ascertain some further information prior to more detailed discussion at a future Council meeting.
8.3 A letter had very recently been received from Daventry District Council in respect of a review of current Polling Stations.  It was agreed that the Village Hall was an entirely suitable venue for use as a Polling Station for the electors within the Parish and a response would be provided accordingly to meet with their deadline of 22 August.

9 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 Pocket Park – See Public Time above.  In addition, it was reported that the attention of the owner of the land adjacent to the park had been drawn to the ragwort plants growing in the park who had stated that he was not unduly concerned.

9.2 Allotments – It was agreed that a risk assessment would be carried out by D Herbert, M Worthington and R Spring.  The Chairman reported that a letter had been sent to the property lawyer acting for the developer of the land at The Hollows, Ravensthorpe Glebe in respect of any requirement he might have to gain access through the allotments and a response was awaited.

9.3
Highways – nothing to report

9.4
Broadband – D Herbert reported that the presentation held by Gigaclear in the Village Hall had been well attended and that the current take-up was in the region of 25%.  A 30% take-up was required overall in the three villages (Ravensthorpe/West Haddon/Guilsborough) for the project to progress.  Further information would be provided by Gigaclear for those who were unable to attend the initial meeting.  In addition, D Herbert confirmed that a version of the presentation was available to view/download on the Village website.

9.5
Village Design Statement – It was reported that approximately 60 responses had been received in the form of completed questionnaires.  Of those received to date 55 were in favour. Further effort to be made to collect further responses by calling door to door.
10 LEAFLETS AND CORRESPONDENCE (to be circulated)
10.1 Clerks & Councils Direct – July 2014 and DACT News – June 2014.

11 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA

11.1 Street Lighting

11.2 Volunteer Groups

The meeting closed at 9.15 pm

