RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 17 September 2014 at 8.00 pm

1  
OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Present:  D Herbert, S Holt (Chairman), J Humphrey, R Marsh, J Matts, 

R Spring and C James (Clerk)
1.2 Apologies: Were received and approved from J Jones, S Pasley-Tyler  and M Worthington.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:

Personal:  None

Prejudicial: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16 July 2014 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.

3   MATTERS ARISING - None
4   PUBLIC TIME – There were no members of the public present
5   BUSINESS

5.1 The Audit report from BDO LLP was noted and approved.  Only one minor error noted where a receipt had been recorded in the wrong section.  Clerk to put up statutory notice and relevant information on noticeboard for requisite period.
5.2 It was agreed to continue with the Data Registration Protection and the payment of the annual fee of £35 to the Information Commissioner was approved.

5.3 The proposed increase in the NCALC annual membership fee was discussed and concerns raised about the sharp rise in the amount to be paid next year.  It was noted, however, that the proposed increase would not be settled until the NCALC Annual Conference on 18 October 2014 and it was resolved that the matter would be raised at a future Parish Council meeting following the outcome on that date.

5.4 NCALC Annual Conference date was noted.  Any Councillor wishing to attend to contact the Clerk who will book a place.
5.5 The matter of the maintenance of the village footpaths, pavements was discussed.  Clerk advised the meeting that having contacted the relevant person at the NCC it was evident that no further funds would be made 
available for the maintenance and mowing of the village link footpaths as these costs were already included in the annual allowance.  It was noted that there were still areas in the village where foliage from gardens was overhanging footpaths.  Further contact to be made with the householders concerned.  A complaint had also been received from a villager regarding weeds growing under the bench on the green at West Haddon Road.  The matter was discussed but it was noted that the mowing contract did not include the contractor having to deal with weeds in paved areas and it was agreed that the Parish Council would deal with such matters as and when required.  Strimming under the bench to be dealt with by one of the Councillors.
5.6 It was noted that with effect from 1 September 2014, a new twice weekly bus service (Wednesday and Saturday) from Ravensthorpe to Northampton operated by Centrebus had commenced operation.  

6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications
DA/2014/0691 – Uppingstone House, 47 High Street, Ravensthorpe.  Single storey rear extension to house, demolition of existing carport, alterations and extension to outbuildings, including new carport.  
No observations.
DA/2014/0688 – The Long Barn, Coton.  Variation of Condition 2 of planning permission DA/2006/0217 (Change of use of living accommodation and part of garage to office use in connection with the applicant’s business) to allow use to be carried out by Laura Geodhuis instead of Mr N Mason.  
No observations.

DA/2014/0374 – The Firs, Little Lane, Ravensthorpe.  Amended plans  to move property forward in the plot and to remove buttress detail from garage noted.
No new observations made but original observations stand.  The council would prefer to see the chimney built on the inside of the property as this would be more in keeping with all other properties in the village.  A window at the front aspect of the garage would improve the aspect from the lane.

6.2 Planning Decisions
DA/2013/0280 – Land off Guilsborough Road, Ravensthorpe.  Refusal of planning permission for construction of four dwellings with associated access road.  

7 FINANCE

7.1 The following invoices were approved by the Council for payment.:

BDO External Audit fee





£156.00
Anglian Water – allotment water




  £20.13
Information Commissioner – Data Protection Registration
  £35.00

Mrs Peachey’s outstanding salary




£120.00

Clerk’s salary – June to September



£662.70

HMRC – PAYE on Clerk’s salary




£165.60

Clerk’s expenses






  £36.35

C Giles – Pocket Park expenses




    £6.56

Brian Thompson – tree clearance from village green 

  £60.00

TOTAL






        £1,262.34
7.2
It was noted that a VAT refund of £1,004.09 had been received into the bank account.

7.3
It was noted that the balances at Bank were £10,130.32.
8 CORRESPONDENCE

8.1 The matter of the provision of salt for the village salt bins was discussed.  Clerk to ascertain whether the bins would be replenished in time for the winter and, if so, there would be no requirement to purchase the additional salt bags which were being offered.
8.2 The forthcoming NCALC training calendar was noted.  R Marsh indicated that he would be interested in attending the Ordnance Survey and The Public Mapping Agreement course and it was agreed that his name be put forward. 
9 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 Pocket Park – It was noted that there were still some overhanging branches from a neighbouring property that needed to be dealt with.  Landowner to be contacted in this respect.  It was also reported that the Pocket Park Co-ordinator was active in taking advice re the issue of the pond.
9.2 Allotments – A risk assessment had been carried out.  Concern was raised about a number of uncovered water butts, a small pond and sections of broken glass.  It was resolved that the Clerk write to all allotment holders advising them of their personal responsibility in respect of potential risks posed.  It was also noted that there was a dead tree that needed attention and it was resolved that the Clerk make arrangements for it to be dealt with. 
9.3
Highways – It was noted that a recent communication had been received from Anglian Water stating that a small section of the Teeton Road would be closed from 17-19 November for the purpose of cutting back some overhanging trees.   Clerk to put notice on the board.  It was also noted that the potholes that had been identified in Little Lane appeared not to have been filled when the work was carried out in the village.  Clerk to register this with Street Doctor.
9.4
Broadband – It was reported that a 30% take-up in the village had been achieved.  Gigaclear were due to commence work in West Haddon on 15 October if take-up was sufficient.  Work at Guilsborough would follow and it was anticipated that the rollout would commence in Ravensthorpe at the end of February/beginning of March 2015.  
9.5
Village Design Statement – It was reported that 120 replies had been received with 96% supporting the idea of updating the VDS.  12 people had volunteered to be on a working party and a meeting was being arranged for 15 October.

10 LEAFLETS AND CORRESPONDENCE (to be circulated)
10.1 NCALC update July/August 2014.  NCC Letter re Gigaclear broadband plans
11 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA 
11.1 Allotments – access to services
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm
Next meeting to be held on Wednesday, 15 October 2014 at 8.00 pm
