Ravensthorpe
Village Design Statement Update 2014-15
Communication and Consultation Strategy - DRAFT
Introductory comment
We need to communicate and consult but also to keep that in the context of an “update” process. The effort required should be proportionate given the key aim is to produce a good document. When a strategy is agreed it would be useful to have a plan with individual responsibilities identified and timescales.

Purpose: to ensure that the updated VDS reflects the views of as many villagers as possible and that the resulting document is recognised as having community validity by the planning decision makers.
Objectives:
a) To communicate regarding the VDS update, the purpose and process
b) To consult the local community on the sections of the VDS, as they are updated, to reflect local views.
c) To demonstrate the level of consultation within the plan or in accompanying statements.
Method: 
Communication
1 Include a section in each monthly village newsletter informing people as to what is happening/has happened since the last update. Outline questions or areas for comment.
2 Consider having a permanent display in the village hall.
3 Post relevant documents/ information on the village noticeboard and the website.
Consultation
1 Consider holding a small number of open meetings when it is important to seek views. These could be timed in conjunction with other events to help to maximise attendance. However, we do know that such meetings are likely to be relatively poorly attended because of the demands on people’s time.
2 [bookmark: _GoBack]Identify sections of the community whose views could be particularly relevant, eg families with children was mentioned; older and/or less mobile members of the community. The best method of consulting with the group would need to be identified.
3 Use questionnaires or letter drop methods at relevant points in the process.
4 Consider identifying key individuals who might undertake consultation amongst sub-groups.


 

