RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 15 October  2014 at 8.00 pm

1  
OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Present:  D Herbert, S Holt (Chairman), R Marsh, J Matts, S Pasley-Tyler, 

R Spring, M Worthington and C James (Clerk)
1.2 Apologies: Were received and approved from J Jones and J Humphrey.  It was unanimously resolved that the reasons for absence would not be noted in the minutes.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:

Personal:  None

Prejudicial: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17 September 2014 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  
3   MATTERS ARISING 
3.1 Councillor Marsh gave an update on the training course ‘Ordnance Survey and the Public Sector Mapping Agreement’ he had recently attended.  He stated that what he had learned would be very useful in respect of the proposed revision/updating of the Village Design Statement and it was agreed that the Clerk would arrange for the Parish Council to be registered as a user for the Ordnance Survey website in order to gain access to local maps, etc.
3.2 The Clerk stated that she had contacted Northamptonshire Highways 


and it had been confirmed that the village salt bins had been checked in June and were all full.  They would be replenished as necessary.  It had also been noted by Highways that the salt bin on the corner of West Haddon Road was damaged and this would be attended to.

3.3
The Clerk confirmed that the pot holes in Little Lane had now been filled.

3.4
The Clerk confirmed that she had written to all allotment tenants following the last meeting to advise of their personal responsibility in respect of the perceived hazards identified following the risk assessment that had been carried out.  It was reported that since the last meeting, the broken glass had been removed, however, it was noted that water butts and a small pond remained uncovered.  After discussion, it was agreed that no further action would be taken.
The Clerk reported that, since the last meeting, she had attended at the allotments with a tree surgeon for an opinion on the elder tree which appeared to be dying but was advised that the tree was alive and that he did not consider it to pose a risk. The matter was discussed and it was resolved that no further action be taken at the present time.

3.5
The Chairman confirmed that he had recently spoken to the householder in respect of the problem of the overhanging foliage on the footpath on Guilsborough Road and that they had undertaken to deal with it as soon as possible.
4   PUBLIC TIME – There were no members of the public present
5   BUSINESS

5.1 It was unanimously resolved to remove M Foss as signatory to the bank account and a mandate was signed accordingly.

5.2 It was unanimously resolved to permit the Clerk to access the Parish Council bank accounts online and by telephone.  An Online and Telephone Business application form was duly signed.

5.3 It was unanimously resolved that a letter to NatWest bank requesting the transfer of monies between accounts to facilitate the payment of cheques.be signed by the requisite number of authorised signatories.
5.4 The Chairman advised the meeting that no further communication had been received from the solicitor acting for the purchaser of the plot of land at The Hollows – Ravensthorpe Glebe.  
5.5 There were no items in the NCALC update that required attention.
6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

DA/2014/0831 – Uppingstone House, 47 High Street, Ravensthorpe.  Listed Building Consent for internal and external alterations to main house including PV panels, rooflights, erection of garden room and damp treatment.  Alterations to outbuilding including reduction in height and replacement roof.  Addition of canopy.

No observations
6.2 Planning Decisions

DA/2014/0691 – Uppingstone House, 47 High Street, Ravensthorpe.  Planning permission refused for single storey rear extension to house, demolition of existing carport, alterations and extension to outbuildings, including new carport.

DA/2014/0688 – The Long Barn, Coton.  Planning permission granted for variation of Condition 2 of planning persmision DA/2006/0217 (Change of use of living accommodation and part of garage to office use in connection with the applicant’s business) to allow use to be carried out by Laura Geodhuis instead of Mr N Mason.

7 FINANCE

7.1 The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment::

E-on - Electricity Usage – July to September 2014

     £418.32

E-on – Maintenance of Street Lights – July to                                                  

September 2014






     £147.83
     

David Grainger – Mowing Contract – July to Sept 14 
  
  £1,046.40

Clerk’s salary/training hours – October 2014


     £301.20

Clerk’s office and travel expenses




       £35.20

C Giles - Pocket Park expenses




         £9.00

NCALC – Training Fee – New Clerks Course


     £150.00                                                   

Village Hall Rent






       £22.00

TOTAL







  £2,129.95

7.2
It was noted that the half yearly precept of £4,925 and interest of 98 pence had been paid into the Business Reserve bank account..

7.3
It was noted that the balances at Bank were £13,793.96.
8 CORRESPONDENCE

8.1 It was noted that a letter had been received from Daventry District Council to confirm that, following an initial review, Ravensthorpe Village Hall was considered to be a suitable location for a polling station.

8.2 The Clerk reported that she had received a complaint regarding street light number 18 not working and that she had immediately reported this to E-on. It was reported that the light was still not working and it was agreed that the Clerk would chase this up as a matter or urgency.

8.3 It was noted that a letter had been received from the group ‘Daventry Villages Together’ in respect of collaboration between Parish Councils.  After discussion it was agreed that Ravensthorpe Parish Council would not wish to get involved and that no further action would be taken.

8.4 The meeting discussed in brief the Inspector’s Report for the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.  It appeared, however, that the Strategy would not have any impact on the parish of Ravensthorpe/Coton.

8.5 The meeting was advised that the NCALC update for September/October 2014 had been circulated by email to all Councillors for their attention.  

9 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 Pocket Park – It was noted that there were still some overhanging branches from a neighbouring property that needed to be dealt with.  Landowner had been contacted in this respect but no action had been taken.  It was unanimously resolved that Clerk would write to landowner to request action and to advise them of their personal responsibility in respect of this perceived risk.

9.2 Allotments – See above comments under 3.4 Risk Assessment.

9.3
Highways – Nothing to report.

9.4
Broadband – It was reported that Gigaclear were still trying to achieve a 30% take-up in West Haddon in order to install the first cabinet.  Once this had been done, they would be actively seeking new customers to sign up to the service in Guilsborough.  It was reported that progress was slower than had been anticipated but that it was still likely that the service would come to Ravensthorpe next year.
9.5
Village Design Statement – It was confirmed that 12 people had volunteered to be on a working party and that a meeting was now being arranged for 22 October 2014 in the village hall.  It was unanimously resolved that the cost of the hall hire be charged to the Parish Council.
10 LEAFLETS AND CORRESPONDENCE (to be circulated)
10.1 None.  It was unanimously resolved that as almost all correspondence/documentation was now available to be forwarded via email that this item would be removed from future Agendas.
11 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA 
11.1 Precept
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm
Next meeting to be held on Wednesday, 19 November 2014 at 8.00 pm
