DRAFT YET TO BE APPROVED
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 21 January 2015 at 8.00 pm
1  
OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Present:  D Herbert, S Holt (Chairman), J Jones, R Marsh, J Matts, S Pasley-Tyler, R Spring, and C James (Clerk) and six members of the public
1.2 Apologies: Were received and approved from M Worthington, J Humphrey
1.3 Declarations of Interest:

Personal:  None

Personal and Prejudicial: Cllr Matts declared an interest in planning application DA/2014/1075.
2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18 November 2014 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  
3   MATTERS ARISING 
3.1 Cllr Spring informed the meeting that the overhanging branches at the entrance to the Pocket Park had now been dealt with satisfactorily by the landowner.

4   PUBLIC TIME 
4.1 The six members of the public present including Mr & Mrs Middleton and Mr Brebner (builder) stated that they were all interested in item 5.1 of the agenda.  It was resolved, therefore, that representations in this respect would be dealt with under Public time.  Mr Middleton explained to the meeting that he and his wife had obtained planning permission for the construction of two 4 bedroom detached houses at the Hollows.  He explained that there were two options in respect of gaining access for the provision of utility services (electricity and water) to the construction site.  He stated that the option of routing services through the Hollows had led to objections from the current residents of the Hollows and that, therefore, the alternative would be to route the services through the allotment gardens and footpath linking Church Gardens to the Hollows and this was why he had made the request to the Parish Council.  After taking views from the members of the public present and those of the Councillors, the Chairman explained that the matter would need to be considered further by the Parish Council before any decision could be made.
5   BUSINESS

5.1 See public time above. The matter was considered by the meeting and, after much discussion, it was resolved that the Clerk would send a letter to all residents of the Hollows and any resident living close to the allotment gardens in Church Gardens to ascertain their views.  In addition, it was resolved that, as a matter of due diligence, given that the Parish Council owned the allotment gardens that the Chairman would seek to obtain professional and legal advice in respect of what the Council’s position in this matter would be.   
5.2 Representations received from parishioners in respect of Street Light No 3 both for and against switching the light back on were considered by the meeting. After consideration of the facts, it was unanimously resolved that the light would remained switched off.

5.3 The Clerk reported to the meeting that Street Light No 18 (High Street) had been looked at by E-on maintenance in December2014 and, that although a temporary fix had been carried out, and at the date of the meeting the light was still working, it had been reported that a new lantern was required at a cost of £320 (plus VAT).  It was unanimously resolved that if the light should go off again that arrangements would be made by the Clerk for the lantern to be replaced.

5.4 The meeting considered the existing Street Light inventory which was agreed.  Clerk to report back to Western Power.

5.5 The Chairman gave an update following his meeting in December with Ian Boyes of the Highways regarding speeding vehicles and heavy goods vehicles using the High Street.  .Subsequent to the meeting, the Safety Engineering Manager had visited the village to look at the possibility of changing road priorities and an email that had been received giving his consideration of various options was discussed.  It was unanimously resolved that it would be in the interests of the village for the question of road priorities at all junctions to be considered in more depth and the Chairman agreed to arrange with Ian Boyes for relevant representatives from Highways to attend a Parish Council meeting ideally, in the near future, for the matter to be considered further.
5.6 The Chairman advised the meeting that it had come to light that the tenant of the Teeton Road pit did not have a formal written tenancy agreement in place.  It was unanimously resolved that the Clerk would prepare an agreement for his signature.  The timing of the review of rental paid in respect of the two pits was discussed and it was confirmed that, in accordance with the terms of the current tenancy agreements, the annual rental could not be reviewed again until 2017 unless the agreements were terminated prior to this.
5.7 The Clerk updated the meeting with details of the four tenders received in respect of the 3 year mowing contract for Ravensthorpe and Coton.  Cllr Spring recommended that, on the basis of the information provided, the tender received from Stephen Hartwell be accepted on the initial basis of a 3 weekly cut during the growing season with the option of increasing the number of cuts if required.  However, before confirming the contract in writing, it was agreed that further information was required regarding the full extent of mowing/strimming required in the Churchyard by the contractor appointed.  It was, therefore, agreed that the Clerk/Cllr Spring would obtain further clarification and then liaise with the various contractors to ascertain exactly what had been included in the quotations they had provided.  If this should materially affect the amount of Mr Hartwell’s quotation then the matter would need to be re-considered at the next meeting.

5.8 It was unanimously resolved that the Chairman sign the agreement from Northamptonshire Highways accepting responsibility for the maintenance of highway verges and link footpaths and the payment of £515 in this respect.
5.9 It was agreed that the Clerk would report the moss growing on the section  of footpath in Church Gardens linking it to the Teeton Road to Street Doctor as this would appear to be a matter for Highways.
5.10 The Chairman provided an update in respect of his attendance at the Parish and Town Councils meeting held on 11 December 2014.  He stated that consideration was being given by the Police to having Parish Constables.  In addition, Cllr Millar had informed those attending that the Joint Core Strategy had been signed off and that this was a positive thing for local Parish Councils.  The Chairman also reported that the Police had indicated that 20mph speed limits were enforced but only where physical impediments (such as speed bumps, road narrowing chicanes, etc) to reduce speed were in place
5.11 It was unanimously resolved to increase the Clerk’s hourly rate to £10.26 per hour (wef 1.1.2015) and to make a one-off lump sum payment of £14.65 in accordance with the recent National Salary Award for Local Council Clerks.
6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

DA/2014/1075 -  Torquemeters Ltd, West Haddon Road, Ravensthorpe.  Construction of new building to provide warehouse, production and office facilities and additional car parking.  Amended plan.  

No observations.

6.2 Planning Decisions

None

FINANCE

7.1  The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment::

E-ON – Street Light Maintenance




£147.83


E-ON – Electricty charge for Street Lights


£418.32
Village Hall Rent






  £24.00

Clerk’s Salary






£188.74

Clerk’s Office Expenses





  £16.36

Total








£795.25

7.2 Income Received
Pit Rents







  £90.00

Mowing Allowance






£515.00

Interest







    £1.16

Total








£606.16

7.3  It was noted that the balances at Bank as at 31 December 2014 were £11,335.94

8 
CORRESPONDENCE

8.1  A hard copy of the NCALC Update – November/December 2014 was made available.
8.2  The Chairman brought to the meeting’s attention a letter that had been received from Daventry & District Housing Ltd expressing an interest in new development opportunities in the area.

8.3  A training course ‘Digital by Default’ to be held on 18 February 2015 in Raunds was brought to the meetings attention but no interest in attending was expressed.
8.4  It was noted that there were no reported crime incidents in Ravensthorpe/Coton following receipt of the latest Crime Report.
8.5  Northamptonshire County Council – Public Consultation – Draft Budget and Council Plan was noted.  No action required.
8.6 The recent communication from NCALC re the recently published ‘Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities’ was discussed in brief.  It was noted that further information/explanation
 would be provided to Parish Councils by Danny Moody of NCALC in due course and a training course would also be available.  To be raised as an Agenda item at a later date.
8.7 DCC – ‘Plain English Guide to Planning System’.  Printed copy to be made available to Cllr Worthington.

8.8 Clerks & Councils Direct – January 2015 issue – hard copy made available

8.9 NCLAC – the update on training courses was noted.  Clerk reported that she had reserved a place for Mr Peachey (as Footpath Warden) on the Rights of Way course to be held in April as per minute 5.5 of the November meeting.
9 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 Pocket Park – See Matters Arising.  Nothing else to report.

9.2 Allotments – Nothing to report

9.3 Highways – See 5.9 above.  Nothing to report.

9.4 Broadband – Cllr Herbert reported that Gigaclear’s progress was being

held up due to the continuing Anglian Water works in West Haddon village and

until these had been completed an accurate time estimate for broadband

coming to Ravensthorpe could not be provided.
9.5 Village Design Statement – Cllr Marsh reported that a couple of meetings

ha been held since the last Parish Council meeting and that a first draft of 

the VDS was currently being reviewed.  
9.6 Trees – Nothing to report
10
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA 
10.1 To consider ways of encouraging parishioners in Ravensthorpe and Coton  to consider standing as Parish Councillors.
10.2 To consider the date of 2015 Village Litter Pick

Meeting closed at 9.50 pm
Next meeting to be held on Wednesday, 18 February 2015 at 8.00 pm

