DRAFT
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 19 November  2014 at 8.00 pm

1  
OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Present:  D Herbert, S Holt (Chairman), J Humphrey, J Jones, R Marsh, J Matts, S Pasley-Tyler, R Spring, M Worthington and C James (Clerk) and one member of the public
1.2 Apologies: None.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:

Personal:  None

Personal and Prejudicial: The Chairman declared an interest in planning application DA/2014/0873.
2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15 October 2014 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  
3   MATTERS ARISING 
3.1 The Clerk confirmed that a letter had been sent to the landowner in respect of the overhanging branches in the Pocket Park but that no response had been received.  The Chairman stated that he would personally make contact with the landowner.

3.2 The Clerk confirmed that NatWest bank had now provided a Customer Number so that she could maintain the bank accounts via telephone and/or online banking.

3.3 Councillor Marsh stated that following approval as a ‘User’ for the online Ordnance Survey website he had stated to use the service to assist with the work the Village Design Statement working party.

3.4 The Clerk reported that E-on had provided an invoice for the repair to Street Light No 18 which indicated that a new photocell was required.  It was reported that the light was now working.

4   PUBLIC TIME 
4.1   The member of public present (Mr Giles - Pocket Park Co-ordinator) stated that he had come to the meeting to give an update on the pond following discussions with third parties.  He stated that he believed the best solution was to obtain some large stones or paving slabs to cover the exposed plastic liner.  He also stated that he had had a number of complaints that a large dog had been seen roaming loose in the Park and as this was worrying regular visitors to the park that he wished to obtain the permission of the Council to put a notice in the next Village Newsletter to remind people that dogs were not permitted within the Park.  This was agreed.  Lastly, Mr Giles informed the Meeting that he would wish to step down as Pocket Park Co-ordinator with effect from April 2015.  The Council thanked Mr Giles for the assistance he had provided whilst carrying out the role and agreed that he should put a notice in the Village Newsletter in the hope that someone might volunteer to take over the role.
T

5   BUSINESS

5.1 The draft budget which had previously been prepared by Councillor Jones and the Clerk and had been circulated to the Council prior to the meeting was discussed.  The Council reviewed the pit and allotment garden rents which had not been reviewed for a number of years.  It was unanimously resolved that the rents would be increased with immediate effect as follows:  West Haddon Road pit £60 pa; Teeton Road pit £30 pa; Allotment Gardens £25 pa. In future, a review of rents would take place every 3 years. After discussion, the Council unanimously resolved that the final budget figures would be as listed below and that a precept of £9,000 would, therefore, be applicable for 2015/16:
Estimated bank balance year ending 31 March 2015

  8376

Estimated Income

Allotment/Pit Rents






    390
Bank Interest







        4

NCC Mowing
Allowance





    515










  
  9285
Expenditure 2015/16

Street Lighting/Maintenance

2100


NCALC/Data Protection/DACT Subs
  525
Village Hall Rent



  185

Mowing




2500

Insurance




  450

Audit





  150

Clerks Salary




3300
Clerks Expenses/Office Costs

  250

Councillor/ Clerk Training


  150

Pocket Park




    50

Church Clock maintenance

      0

Bus Shelter – cleaning 


    75

The Bank - gardening
  

  100

Trees and hedges



  100

Allotment Water



  100

Election Expenses



  500

Village Design Statement


  250

Section 137




      0

Sundries




  500






       
         11285
Other Expenditure

Repairs to Street Lights


  500

TOTAL EXPENDITURE BUDGET        11785


11785









  
  2500

PROPOSED PRECEPT for 2015/16



  9000
Estimated Bank Balance 2016/17:

Reserves




3000

Contingency for Street Lights

3500


  6500




5.2 It was unanimously resolved to continue to take responsibility for the grass cutting in the village and to request the mowing allowance of £515.75 from Northamptonshire Highways.  It was also resolved that as the current mowing contract had now ended and the current contractor was retiring that the Clerk would start the tendering process for a new mowing contract starting in 2015. 
5.3 It was noted that the Clerk had received a number of letters from parishioners in Ravensthorpe expressing concern in respect of: vehicles speeding through the village: an increase in the number of heavy goods vehicles and inconsiderate parking.  The complaints related in particular to problems in the High Street.  It was unanimously resolved that the Chairman and Councillor Worthington would take steps to seek a meeting in the village with the relevant person from the Highways department to highlight the problems.  It was unanimously resolved that the problems of cars parking on pavements, obstructing driveways and obscuring junctions would be dealt with initially by the Council.  It was agreed that the Chairman would arrange for an article to be published in the Village Newsletter highlighting the problem and requesting greater consideration and that following this a Parish Council notice would be designed which could be affixed to any offending vehicles to alert individual motorists of the problems they were causing.
5.4 Councillor Spring drew to the Council’s attention the fact that information in respect of the Parish Council which was on the village website was out of date and filed in a confused manner.  Councillor Marsh stated that he was able to access the website and would look at tidying up the Parish Council folders and update any out-of-date information such as the Clerk’s details.
5.5 It was unanimously resolved that the Clerk be nominated to attend the End of Year Audit course at NCALC in February.  It was also unanimously resolved that Mr Peachey (Footpath Warden) be asked by the Clerk if he would wish to attend the Rights of Way course at NCALC the cost of which would be met by the Council.
5.6 It was unanimously resolved that the Clerk request the full list of Electors be provided to the Council by DDC Electoral Services in Excel format.
5.7 It was unanimously resolved that the meeting dates for the Parish Council for 2015 would be as follows:

Wednesday, 21 January 2015 at 8.00 pm
Wednesday, 18 February 2015 at 8.00 pm

Wednesday, 18 March 2015 at 8.00 pm

Wednesday, 22 April 2015 at 7.00 pm – Annual Parish Meeting

Wednesday, 22 April 2015 at 8.00 pm

Wednesday, 20 May 2015 at 8.00 pm

Wednesday, 17 June 2015 at 8.00 pm

Wednesday, 15 July 2015 at 8.00 pm

Wednesday, 16 September 2015 at 8.00 pm

Wednesday, 21 October 2015 at 8.00 pm

Wednesday, 18 November 2015 at 8.00 pm

6 PLANNING

The Chairman stepped down and Councillor Worthington took the chair.

6.1 Planning Applications

DA//2014/0873 – 10 Little Lane, Ravensthorpe.  Demolition of detached garage.  Construction of single storey side and rear extension and loft conversion with front and rear dormers (revised scheme)

No observations

6.2 Planning Decisions

DA/2014/0374 -  The Firs, Little Lane, Ravensthorpe. Demolition of existing dwelling and outbuildings.  Construction of detached dwelling with integral double garage.  Permission granted.

The Chairman took the chair.
7 FINANCE

7.1 The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment::

E-ON – Repair to Street Light No 18




   28.16

Anglian Water – Water for Allotment Gardens



   30.06

David Grainger – Mowing Contract – Oct 2014  
  

 261.60

Clerk’s salary – November and December 2014


 377.48

HMRC PAYE on Clerk’s Salary - October to December 2014

 169.60

Clerk’s office expenses 


       



   43.08 

NCALC – Training Fee for Councillor’s attendance on Course 
   25.00



       

TOTAL







          £934.98

7.2
There was no income received.
7.3
It was noted that the balances at Bank were £11,664.01
8 CORRESPONDENCE

8.1 
The NCALC correspondence regarding the proposed increase in the membership subscription fee was noted.  It was agreed that the matter would be raised as a Business agenda item when a formal notification of the increased fee for Ravensthorpe Parish Council for 2015 is received.

8.2 
The update received by email on village footpaths and bridleways from Mr Peachey following his meeting with Nick Wedgbrow of MGWSP was noted.

8.3 
It was noted that there were no crime incidents reported for 

Ravensthorope/Coton in the latest ASB Crime report. 

8.4  
Northamptonshire Highways – NCC (Various Speed Limits) Order 2014. giving details of Ravensthorpe/Coton revised speed limits was noted.

8.5 
Northamptonshire Best Village competition – no action to be taken in respect of questionnaire received.

8.6 
Clerks and Councils Direct – November 2014 Issue.  Hard copy made available to Councillors at the meeting.

9 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 Pocket Park – See Matters Arising and Public Time.
9.2 Allotments – Councillor Worthington provided a copy of her finalised risk assessment sheet to the meeting.  For review of allotment garden rents see item 5.1 above.
9.3
Highways – Nothing to report.

9.4
Broadband – Councillor Herbert reported that Gigaclear had now achieved the required take-up percentage in West Haddon.  .It was stated that it was possible that, as take-up level for Ravensthorpe had been reached, the cable might now be routed as a separate spur down the West Haddon Road which would speed up implementation of the service as the village would not then have to wait for there to be a sufficient take-up percentage in Guilsborough.  March/April 2015 was still considered to be likely date for work to commence.
9.5
Village Design Statement – Councillor Marsh reported that a working party meeting had been held in October and a further meeting had already been arranged for a date later in November.  Progress on the VDS was positive with draft texts for each section having been prepared.   .
10 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA 
10.1 Street Light No 3, Coton Road, Ravensthorpe. Parishioner has recently raised safety concerns about light being switched off.
10.2 Street light inventory – update required for Western Power

10.3 Plot of land at The Hollows, Ravensthorpe Glebe.  Request received from landowner who has obtained planning permission for dwelling in respect of obtaining access through the allotment gardens for the provision of utility services.
10.4 Update following attendance by Chairman at meeting on 11 December 2014 of Parish and Town Councils in Daventry district.
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm

Next meeting to be held on Wednesday, 21 January 2015 at 8.00 pm
