RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 18 February 2015 at 8.00 pm
1  
OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Present:  D Herbert, S Holt (Chairman), R Marsh, J Matts, S Pasley-Tyler, R Spring, M Worthington and C James (Clerk) and three members of the public
1.2 Apologies: Were received and approved from J Humphrey and J Jones
1.3 Declarations of Interest:

Personal:  None

Personal and Prejudicial: None.
2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 21 January 2015 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  
3   MATTERS ARISING 
3.1 The Clerk confirmed that she had reported the slippery pavement area (due to a moss covering) in Church Gardens to Street Doctor and the matter was still under investigation.
4   PUBLIC TIME 
4.1 The three members of the public present including Mr Middleton stated that they were all interested in item 5.1 of the agenda.  As this was the next item on the Agenda, the Chairman asked if anyone wished to speak to the Council prior to the matter being considered.  Mr Middleton stated that he had nothing further to add to what had been said at the January meeting and was just interested in hearing the Council’s decision.  Mr McDonald stated that, as an allotment tenant, he was interest to find out what impact the decision might have on the allotment gardens.
5   BUSINESS

5.1 See public time above. The Chairman confirmed that he had received advice on the matter since the last meeting both from Solicitors acting for the Council and from the Northamptonshire County Association of Local Councils (NCALC).  A summary of Mr Middleton’s request and the advice received had been emailed to all Councillors prior to the meeting for their consideration.  All Councillors agreed that the summary was accurate representation of the situation.  After discussion, it was unanimously resolved that the way forward was for the Council to instruct both solicitors and a land agent to provide legal advice and a market valuation of the consideration that would need to be paid by Mr Middleton for the access he required through the allotment gardens for the provision of utility services to his proposed development.  It was also unanimously resolved that Mr Middleton be requested to pay for the reasonable costs of obtaining this information.  It was agreed that the Chairman would seek to put steps in motion as soon as possible to prevent any further delays.  The Chairman agreed that he would email Mr Middleton with a précis of what had been resolved and to ascertain his position in respect of the payment of the legal and land agent fees.

5.2 The Clerk updated the meeting in respect of the quotations received in respect of the mowing contract for Ravensthorpe/Coton and confirmed that the revised amount now being quoted by Mr Hartwell to mow/strim the complete churchyard was £400 per cut.  After discussion, it was unanimously agreed to offer the contract for mowing to Nick Bateman of Forever Green at a rate of £252 plus VAT per cut.  Clerk to liaise with Cllr Spring over the wording of the contract but to include a break clause after a period of one year for both parties.
5.3 The Chairman provided an update following a meeting between himself, Cllr Matts, Cllr Spring, the Clerk and Ian Boyes of Northamptonshire Highways and Stuart Hoskins, Road Safety Engineer, which took place on 6 February 2015 in the village.  The possibility of a change of road priorities at three separate junctions: Teeton Road/Church Hill; Church Hill/Guilsborough Road and Guilsborough Road/High Street was considered.  Whilst it was suggested that road priorities could be changed at all three locations in an attempt to decrease the speed of vehicles travelling through the village, Ian Boyes agreed that he would provide further details of what could be done in writing with approximate costings for the work that would need to be carried out.  Mr Boyes confirmed that Northamptonshire Highways would be unlikely to be able to meet the cost of the work which meant that the Parish Council would have to find ways to fund any project.

5.4 It was unanimously resolved that the Village Litter Pick would take place on Saturday, 21 March 2015.  Volunteers to meet at 10.30 am at the Village Hall.  Clerk to contact Mrs Peachey to ascertain what had happened to the supply of gloves, sacks and hi-vis tabards.  Clerk to arrange for notice to be put in Village Newsletter.

5.5 The Clerk confirmed that the Elections office at Daventry District Council had informed her that  the Parish Council elections were not due to be held until May 2016.  
5.6 It was unanimously resolved to pay the Clerk’s additional hours and travel costs for her recent attendance at the NCALC Audit training course.
5.7 The Clerk updated the meeting in respect of an email received from Western Power in respect of the street light inventory recently completed and returned to them.  Western Power indicated in their response that the five street lights that had been de-fused in 2012 would now need to be permanently disabled.  Clerk to ascertain reasoning behind this. 
6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

None.

6.2 Planning Decisions

None

7
FINANCE

7.1  
The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment::

Anglian Water







  £23.69


Clerk’s Salary







£208.73
Clerk’s Office Expenses






  £13.72
Total








£246.14
7.2
Income Received
Allotment Rents







£150.00

Bank Interest Paid 






    £0.34  
Total








£150.34
7.3  
It was noted that the balances at Bank as at 31 January 2015 were £11,336.28.  (Balance does not take into account unpresented cheques of £795.25 and receipts of £150 yet to be banked).  The Clerk also presented the Council with a Receipts and Payments account for the period ended 31 December 2014 to compare with budgeted amounts for the year 2014/15.
8 
CORRESPONDENCE 
8.1  
Correspondence from a number of parishioners in respect of street light number 3 was noted by the Council.  It was agreed that the Clerk should acknowledge receipt.  The decision previously made could be reviewed in July.

8.2 
 Letter from parishioner in respect of increase in allotment gardens rent was noted by the Council.  It was agreed that the Clerk should acknowledge receipt and confirm that the Council had decided that the increase of £5 per annum was considered appropriate.

8.3  
Letter from parishioner in respect of inconsiderate parking was noted by the Council.  Chairman to respond.

8.4  
NCALC Update – January/February 2015 (circulated by email)

8.5  
NCALC Email from Danny Moody re Capping of Precept (circulated)

8.6  
DDC – Email from Maria Taylor – Questions and Answers on planning following Parish and Town Councils Conference (circulated by email)

8.7  
Monthly Crime report for December 2014.  It was noted that no incidents had been reported in Ravensthorpe/Coton (circulated by email)

8.8  
DDC Changes to Neighbourhood Planning regulations – (circulated by email)

9 
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 
Pocket Park – Nothing to report.  The Clerk stated that Cliff Giles had contacted her to say that in response to his article in the Village Newsletter, Liz Peachey had volunteered to take over from him as Pocket Park Co-ordinator.  The Council was pleased to hear this.  Clerk to contact Mrs Peachey to thank her.
9.2 
Allotments – The Clerk confirmed that she had, at the date of the meeting, received annual rental payments in respect of 7 of the 12 allotments.  A reminder letter would be sent in the next few days to those who have yet to pay.
9.3 
Highways – Cllr Worthington mentioned that the Neighbourhood Watch sign in the High Street was now very faded and difficult to read. Clerk to contact Ian Baverstock to ascertain how to source replacement signs.
9.4 
Broadband – Cllr Herbert reported that Gigaclear were to commence work to install the cabinet on the West Haddon Road on 23 February.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Herbert for his considerable efforts in respect of getting fibre optic broadband to the village.

9.5 
Village Design Statement – Cllr Marsh reported that the first draft of the VDS was in its final stages of completion.  A meeting was being organised in the Village Hall on the afternoon of 16 May 2015 for parishioners to comment on the work that had been carried out to date.
9.6 
Trees – Nothing to report
10.  
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA 
Meeting closed at 9.45 pm

These are draft minutes to be approved at the next meeting to be held on Wednesday, 18 March 2015 at 8.00 pm

