RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 18 March 2015 at 8.00 pm
1.
OPENING PROCEDURES
In the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman, it was resolved that Cllr Matts would take the chair.
1.1 Present:  D Herbert, J Humphrey, J Jones, R Marsh, J Matts (Chairman), R Spring, M Worthington and C James (Clerk) and five members of the public
1.2 Apologies: Were received and approved from  S Holt and S Pasley-Tyler
1.3 Declarations of Interest:

Personal:  R Spring declared an interest in Planning Application DA/2015/0117
Personal and Prejudicial: None.
2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18 February 2015 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  
3   MATTERS ARISING 
3.1 The Clerk confirmed that she had received an email from Nick Wedgbrow to state that the moss growing on the pavement in Church Gardens should be dealt with by one of the Parish Enhancement Gangs and that he had had confirmation from Highways that the matter would be dealt with before the Autumn  (see also 5.1)

3.2 The Clerk confirmed that Mr Bateman of Forever Green had returned a signed copy of the mowing contract and provided evidence that he held the appropriate insurance cover.  It was expected that the first cut would take place before the end of March and that Cllr Spring would liaise with Mr Bateman in respect of any queries.

3.3 The Chairman confirmed that following the decision of the Parish Council at the last meeting, Jeff Paybody of Howkins & Harrison had been appointed as Land Agent to deal on behalf of the Council in respect of the valuation of the easement in Church Gardens and liaise directly with Mr Middleton in this respect.  Mr Middleton had agreed in writing to fund the costs (estimated at £1,950 exc VAT) of the Council taking professional and legal advice in this matter.

3.4 The Clerk confirmed that she had obtained the necessary bags, gloves and tabards and that the litter pick had been advertised in the Village Newsletter and by a notice on the Noticeboard.  Cllrs Worthington, Marsh and Herbert agreed to attend to assist the Clerk.  The Chairman confirmed that he would arrange to pick up the waste sacks later in the day.
4   PUBLIC TIME 
4.1 Mrs Middleton and Mr McDonald confirmed that they had attended to listen to what the Council had to report in respect of item 3.3.  Mrs Middleton confirmed that her husband had had an initial meeting with Mr Paybody but that they had been surprised at how the valuation was to be calculated.  Mr McDonald asked for further clarification.  The Chairman confirmed that a legal precedent had been set in respect of the valuation of easements by the case of Stokes v Cambridge [1961] 180 EG 839 and this had to be followed as the Parish Council had to act in the best interests of the village.  It was explained that as the Parish Council was a government body, the valuation figure calculated by Mr Paybody could not be varied without the intervention of the Secretary of State and that it would inappropriate for the Council to deviate from the professional valuation. The Chairman confirmed that the final figure agreed upon would have to be approved at a Parish Council meeting.
4.2 Mr and Mrs Foss and Mr Giles confirmed that they had attended the meeting in respect of Planning Application DA/2015/0117.  It was resolved, therefore, that their representations would be dealt with under Public Time.  
Mr Giles stated that he had objected to the previous application at this site on two grounds.  Firstly, that it was outside the village boundary and was an area of Special Interest and not an infill area.  He stated that if this application were to be allowed it would set a precedent for possible development in all other agricultural areas in the village. He stated that this had been noted by the Planning Officer in his comments in respect of the refusal of the original application.  Secondly, he stated that the proposed development was contrary to the original Village Design Statement (1999) and that if the Parish Council were not to object to the development this would devalue the VDS.  
Mr Foss stated that the site was not of significant interest and that the view from the gate opposite Long Lane did not have to be preserved and that he could fence this off if he wished to.  He stated that previous developments in the village had already been allowed which did not ‘comply’ with the original VDS.  He stated that the original application to build 4 dwellings was subject to appeal and that the current application for 3 dwellings was submitted as the Planning Officer had suggested that this would be more acceptable.  Mr Foss also indicated that, if he wished, he could also make application under the new Class MB for permitted development for the conversion of his agricultural buildings into dwellings. He further indicated that he was very concerned that Mr Giles was a member of the Working Party for the revised VDS.  
Mr Giles stated that whilst on the Working Party he had deliberately not got involved with matters in respect of Guilsborough Road area but had been involved only in respect of the Pocket Park (for which he has been co-ordinator).  Mr Giles stated that based on Mr Foss’s comments he would step down with immediate effect.  
Cllr Marsh stated that he did not feel that Mr Giles should stand down as the purpose of the Working Party was simply to produce an agreed document which incorporated the views of the Working Party.  He further confirmed that any parishioners could contribute their views on the draft document which was now available on the village website. Cllrs Worthington and Matts also expressed their regret that Mr Giles felt obliged to stand down.  
Mr Foss confirmed that he was glad that Mr Giles was standing down as he felt that he should not be involved in the VDS given his objection to the development.  
The Chairman stated that he felt that a full and frank discussion had taken place and closed the public time.
5   BUSINESS

5.1 The Clerk confirmed that a response would be required in respect of bidding for the use of Parish Enhancement Gangs by 27 March and asked for suggestions for work that could be carried out in Ravensthorpe/Coton.  It was agreed that assistance would be requested to clean all village road signs, remove the moss growth on the pavement in Church Gardens (see 3.1 above), clear the excessive undergrowth/hedge encroaching onto the pavement in Guilsborough Road opposite Little Lane; clear the link footpath between Church Gardens and Teeton Road of excessive shrubs/weeds/foverhanging branches.  Clerk to consult with Cllr Holt before sending final request.
5.2 The Clerk confirmed that she had consulted with Iain Baverstock (Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator) and he had confirmed that two signs required replacing.  It had been indicated that the cost of a replacement metal sign was £15 and it was resolved that the Council would fund this expense.  Clerk to liaise with Iain Baverstock in this respect.

5.3 The Clerk confirmed that she had had an initial meeting with the internal auditor and that a couple of queries had been raised in respect of risk assessments carried out by the Council.  Clerk to seek further clarification from NCALC as to exact requirements.

6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

DA/2015./0103 – 3 East Haddon Road, Ravensthorpe – construction of vehicular access
No observations

DA/2015/0117 – Land Off Guilsborough Road, Ravensthorpe – outline application for residential development of 3 dwellings

Comments

The Parish Council has no concern regarding the site itself as it considers that this would be infill development.  The PC notes that the new outline plan has taken account of concerns regarding the view from the gate opposite Little Lane.  The PC would suggest,  that in order to make the new proposed development feel more inclusive within the village, a pedestrian only access to the site from the Little Lane end would be advantageous.
DA/2015/0149 – Uppingstone House, 47 High Street, Ravensthorpe – Listed Building consent for proposed rendering, internal and external

Comments

The Parish Council has no objections to internal rendering of the property.  However, with regard to the proposed external rendering at the pavement level, the PC considers that this would significantly alter the appearance of the house.  No other stone buildings within the village (of which there are nine alone in The High Street, one of which abuts Uppingstone House on the east side) plus various stone walls and plinths have this rendering.  The same result ie protecting the base of the house at pavement level, would be achieved by replacing the damaged stonework.

The PC considers it very important that continuity of building designs of these old stone buildings should be maintained in line with our Village Design Statement (pages 11 & 12).
DA/2015/0149 – Uppingstone House, 47 High Street, Ravensthorpe – Listed Building consent for proposed internal modelling, internal and external repairs, formation of roof lights, front and rear doors, installation of ground based PV cells and air source heat pumps, renovation of outbuildings to include lowering of roof height, removal (in part) of lean to, bricking up of external opening and extension of driveway

No observations

DA/2015/0176 – Uppingstone House, 47 High Street, Ravensthorpe – Alterations to existing outbuildings including lowering of roof and part demolition of carport and ground mounted solar panels.
No observations
6.2 Planning Decisions

DA/2014/1075 – Torquemeters Ltd, West Haddon Road, Ravensthorpe – Construction of new building to provide production area, office and ancillary storage
Permission Granted.
7
FINANCE

7.1  
The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment::

	Payee
	Amount (£)
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – Clerk’s Salary
	225.75
	001119

	Mrs C James – Clerk’s Expenses
	49.40
	001120

	NCALC – Training Course fee
	34.00
	001121

	HMRC – PAYE (Jan-March 2015)
	155.80
	001122

	Mr N Ellison – Gardening of Banks
	80.00
	001123

	
	
	

	TOTAL
	544.95
	


The Council considered the payment of £75 in respect of the cleaning of the bus shelter.  However, it was noted that the shelter had not been cleaned recently.  Clerk to make further enquiries prior to payment.

7.2
Income Received
Allotment Rents







£150.00

7.3  
It was noted that the balances at Bank as at 18 March 2015 were £10,594.55
8 
CORRESPONDENCE 
8.1  
Update on footpaths/bridleway from Mr Peachey (Footpath Warden) (circulated by email) Mr Peachey to provide report at Annual Parish Meeting.
8.2 
 Dog Fouling – report from Paul Knight, Environmental Improvement Manager at DDC (circulated by email)  - Noted
8.3  
Ravensthorpe Traffic Calming Proposals – update from Ian Boyes of Northamptonshire Highways (circulated by email)  It was agreed that this was a matter that should be brought up by the Chairman (Cllr Holt) at the Annual Parish Meeting on 22 April.
8.4  
Letter from Northamptonshire Police and Crime Commissioner inviting Parish Councillors to meeting on 20 April 2015 to find out more about the role of Parish Special Constables. Cllr Holt had indicated he will try to attend.
8.5 
Funding Fair 2015 – notification from DDC on fair to be held on 22 April 2015. (circulated by email) - Noted
8.6 
Email from parishioner in respect of Council’s decision to leave street light number 3 switched off.  The Clerk confirmed that she had informed all of the complainants that the matter would be listed as a Business item on the Agenda at the July meeting to be held on Wednesday, 15 July 2015.
8.7
Clerks & Councils Direct – March 2015 – hard copy available – Noted.
9 
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 
Pocket Park – Nothing to report.  
9.2 
Allotments – It was noted that the conifer hedge in the back garden of the house in the corner of Bettycroft Close was overgrown and severely impending pedestrians on the link footpath between Allotments and The Hollows.  It was agreed that the Chairman (Cllr Holt) should approach the householder to request that the hedge be cut back.

9.3 
Highways – Nothing to report.

9.4 
Broadband – Cllr Herbert reported that Gigaclear was continuing to progress the cable installation work in the village.
9.5 
Village Design Statement – Cllr Marsh reported that the first draft of the VDS had now been uploaded to the village website for parishioners to comment upon.  It was hoped that the meeting on 16 May would be well attended with a proposed village walk to provide more information to parishioners.
9.6 
Trees – Cllr Herbert provided a detailed update and confirmed that there were no problems that required immediate attention.  He also confirmed that a Conservation Officer from DDC would be visiting to investigate an instance in Guilsborough Road where a tree subject to a TPO (Tree Preservation Order) had been heavily pruned without prior approval.  He was also going to have a look at the Oak tree in the garden of the last house on the south side of Teeton Road. He has agreed that it is part of the TPO that includes the five other Oak trees further out of the village.
10.
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA 
10.1 Consideration of installation of bollard at bus shelter for safety reasons (Cllr Herbert)
10.2 CPRE – Planning Road Show – Councillor attendance (Cllr Worthington)
Meeting closed at 9.20 pm
