LANDSCAPE SETTING AND CHARACTER
Ravensthorpe is situated in a Special Landscape Area on the fringe of the Guilsborough Ironstone Uplands, characterised by sweeping open views of wide valleys and distant hilltop settlements. The village occupies a ridge, which is demarcated by the valleys of the Washbrook to the south and Coton Brook to the north. These meet one mile east of the village and form much of the parish boundary.  This provides a well-drained site on an outcrop of Northamptonshire Sand close to the spring line above underlying Upper Lias clay. To the northwest, parts of the outcrop are overlain by glacial deposits including sands, gravels and clays. The local geology is reflected in the older building fabric of warm-hued brown limestone and cob (mud).
Views and Approaches
The hilltop tower of St Denys church is prominent in most views toward Ravensthorpe.  From the village there are many attractive views out over a mix of arable farming and pasture, largely devoid of visually intrusive man-made structures.  The sense of proximity to the countryside is a highly valued attribute of the village and contributes to its rural character.  	Comment by Richard Marsh: Order changed to improve flow.
Around the village there are a few small collections of barns and byres of the local orange-red brick under tile or slate roofs. Although no longer in active use their size, design and texture provide pleasing reference points within the landscape.
From the village to the north east Ravensthorpe Reservoir is a prominent feature of the local landscape.  The road to Guilsborough crosses the reservoir on a hedged causeway and links to the public access to the reservoir nature reserve and the hamlet of Coton with its  Manor house and  wildlife gardens regularly open to the public.  
The copses around the reservoir and the many trees in the hedges give the landscape a wooded appearance.  Much of this dates from the 1795 Enclosure of the formerly open fields.  The Enclosure hedges are important features of the local landscape.  In the past these were kept thick and stout by traditional laying methods.	Comment by Richard Marsh: Flows better?
The approach roads to the village have had avenues of trees for most of the last two centuries:  Dutch Elm disease has destroyed many trees  on the approach from Guilsborough  but intact avenues remain on the  West and East Haddon roads. 
Top Ardles Wood, a public area planted by villagers to mark the millenium, connects the northeast corner of the village to the reservoir basin,  with diverse native tree species and views from the village to the reservoir through wide "rides".  
LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES
· Any development on the approach roads should avoid damaging the visual integrity of the avenues of mature hedgerow trees. Replacement of damaged or diseased trees should be encouraged.
· Existing hedges should be retained where possible to form boundaries
· Listed important views of the village, and into the countryside should be protected.
· Where new agricultural buildings are necessary in open countryside they should be designed to minimise their visual impact.
· Proposals involving large intrusive structures such as wind turbines and solar panel arrays should demonstrate overwhelming benefits to balance the loss of social and environmental amenity  
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