SETTLEMENT PATTERNS & CHARACTER
The aerial views and map of Ravensthorpe show the contrasting patterns of development and reflect the different periods of building.
Early development was concentrated around the church and along the High Street which forms part of the east/west route from Long Buckby to Brixworth.  The northern boundary of the village was formed by a lane called Backside (now Guilsborough Road) which enclosed open fields in the centre of the village.  The village was almost entirely agricultural with most buildings being farmhouses, associated cottages and agricultural buildings.  Older buildings are generally sited either directly onto the street or set back slightly, with a boundary wall between house and pavement.  Access is frequently to the side and behind, with outbuildings along the edge of plots and in some cases the buildings are set end on to the street.
The twentieth century saw extension of the compact settlement layout and the demolition of a number of the older buildings such as the school.  Their replacement and associated infill of open spaces was mainly with detached one and two storey buildings. There was little attempt to match local styles and much of the newer housing has been laid out as cul-de-sacs on former fields, allotments and orchards.
Characterisation
The village can be viewed as two distinctive areas: (i) the more densely settled older parts of the village comprising the High Street, Church Hill, parts of the Guilsborough Road, Teeton Road and The Hollow; and (ii) other areas of the village -most of Guilsborough Road, West Haddon Road, East Haddon Road, Scott Close, Little Lane, Bettycroft Close, Church Gardens, The Orchards and Dairy Field and Court.   (See map page).
The border of the village to the northeast is marked by rows of traditional cottages along the Coton Road and in The Hollow with the group of what were originally council houses in Bettycroft  Close. This area is linked to the Teeton Road , High Street area, Churchyard  and the Playing Field by a well-used public footpath, running from Bettycroft Close, via the Hollow , the Allotments and Church Gardens. 
The Guilsborough Road, originally had open land on either side but is now developed along much of its length.   The preservation of many of the hedgerow trees, a narrow open space bounded by hedges, known locally as ‘The Pit’, and views to the north over open country help to retain much of its original rural character.  There is a concentration of older buildings around the junction at the north end of Church Hill, including Manor Farm and the Old Vicarage, with a robinia tree in the garden which is reputed to be 300 years old.  The Church, with its raised churchyard and stone retaining wall dominates the central part of Church Hill.  Church Gardens, which leads off from Church Hill to the east replaced the school and a number of cottages.
The Village Green forms a corridor between the church and the southern boundary of the village enhanced by the tree and shrub-filled gardens on the south side of the Teeton Road and by the walled garden to the east.  There are beech trees commemorating the Jubilees of Queen Victoria and King George V.
The High Street provides an unfolding view of buildings along both sides, many of them accessed directly from the pavement. These include the thatched Post Office and important stone buildings leading round to Chequers Lane and the Chequers Inn. They face the Garage, the car sales forecourt and the recently renovated Village Hall.  Further to the west, the High Street continues beyond Scott Close (a cul de sac of mostly single storey houses with prominent dormer extensions) to a narrow section bounded on both sides by older buildings of various ages and layouts, some with cob walls. Where older buildings have been demolished their replacements are generally set back from the street with a lessening in the historical sense of enclosure.  Properties on the south side of the High Street still retain long, narrow plots, which run down to the brook.
The west end of the High Street and the junction with the Guilsborough Road is marked by the listed buildings of Home Farm and Halls Farm. The new development of twelve affordable homes in Dairy Field and Dairy Court forms the western boundary of the settlement together with the mid 20th century housing along the East and West Haddon Roads.  The small engineering works on the edge of the village is a good example of a modern industrial building designed and sited to be unobtrusive.
Teeton Road leading east from the village green has buildings of mixed ages and layouts with cob and stone wall boundaries on both sides.  The War Memorial Playing Field on its north side form the village boundary.  Outside the village the water treatment works are a fine example of the quality of late Victorian civil engineering.
In conclusion, the growth of the settlement around former farm houses and cottages has resulted in informal groupings of older buildings where the various sizes, styles and materials are juxtaposed almost randomly, leading to a relaxed and informal arrangement offering pleasing variation in views in parts of the village where newer development does not dominate.


SETTLEMENT GUIDELINES
· Ravensthorpe’s settlement patterns vary greatly between old and new areas of the village and development should be sympathetic to its location within the village.
· The sense of countryside proximity arising from many viewpoints through gaps in the developed road frontage and undeveloped areas at the village boundaries is highly valued.  This amenity value should be taken into account in development design and in planning decision making.
· Listed important views within the village, and into the countryside should be protected.
· Well established building lines on either side of frontages should be reflected in any infill development to harmonise with the surroundings.
· Development in older parts of the village should respect the tradition of building close to the street, either through the position of the house, or by means of construction of a suitable boundary wall. 
· New development in older sections of the village should be encouraged to include a sense of enclosure rather than open-plan front gardens
· In order to reduce the isolation of cul-de-sacs any new development of several properties that necessitates a new road should include a pedestrian access to other parts of the village in addition to and separate from the vehicle access.
· Where permission is granted for new housing on rising ground, extra care must be taken to ensure that the new building will not over-dominate its neighbours.., or detract from village views
· New development should not be allowed if it is too large in scale and massing for the plot 
· The village character is largely of organic development of single or small groups of buildings and new developments should be in sympathy with this, avoiding the creation of monotonous areas of similar buildings.
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