COMMUNITY AND COMMERCIAL FACILITIES
Amenities and Employment   
 Although a relatively small village Raventhorpe is served with amenities including a public house, Post Office/general store and garage. Other businesses within the village include an internationally renowned hi-tech engineering firm, a famous bespoke bootmaker, plant nursery, hydraulic services company and specialist car dealer. There are also a number of other businesses.  Most are unobtrusively  located in former residential houses and farm buildings rather than modern purpose built units.  
Farming remains important although there is now only one mixed farm located in the village. The area around the village is managed by a number of other farms. A diagram of land use is shown in the appendix
Ravensthorpe is a thriving community with about 45 businesses providing varied employment opportunities.  Although the majority of residents now work elsewhere an increasing number work from home utilising the internet.  A recent survey indicated the crucial importance of good internet access and this has led to the installation of superfast fibre-optic broadband links to all premises in 2015.
The M1 motorway lies six miles to the west and the nearest railway stations are at Long Buckby, Northampton and Rugby. There is a limited bus service.  Although the village school closed in 1962 education is provided locally by the primary and comprehensive schools  in Guilsborough and the primary school in East Haddon.
Allotments, on the land behind the churchyard and administered by the Parish Council, are fully subscribed and actively used. 
The recently refurbished Village Hall is in the centre of the village and is well used for numerous groups for various activities including the Women’s Institute, Mothers and Toddlers, Keep Fit Classes(including Yoga and Pilates), Indoor Bowls, Bee Keepers, Dog Training, Dance Classes and Senior Citizens lunches.
Important public and private spaces 
The main public open spaces are shown on the Map (centrefold). These include the village green and other small grassed areas and verges fronting roads within the village.  St. Denys Church is surrounded by a churchyard with prominent yew and cypress trees. Behind the churchyard are the allotments. A small for
The War Memorial Playing Field at the eastern edge of the village is managed by a charitable trust and provides sports facilities including the Eric Hickman Pavilion and an adjacent play area.
A small former stone pit off the West Haddon Road was created as a Pocket Park in 1999 to form a nature reserve with managed bio-diversity to encourage interest in the management of the environment for all ages.
Top Ardles Wood, between the village and the reservoir was planted for the millennium and is managed by the Woodland Trust.  It provides an area for wildlife habitat, nature lovers and walkers who have access from the playing field.  It has been laid out with open avenues which preserve views of the reservoir from the village.
Ravensthorpe reservoir is a major feature of the local landscape and provides opportunities for walkers, bird watchers and fishermen.  Its popularity leads to problems with car parking when the small car park at the north end of the reservoir is closed during winter.
ECONOMY GUIDELINES
· It is important to retain Ravensthorpe’s character as a working village offering a variety of employment
· Businesses established in Ravensthorpe should be ‘good neighbours’ – not adversely affecting the community with unreasonable working hours, pollution of any kind, or generating unreasonable extra traffic volumes
· Should new commercial development take place, the buildings should be of high quality, sympathetic with local building styles, of low visual impact and sites should be enhanced by the planting of native trees, hedgerows and shrubs.
· Older buildings may usefully and sympathetically be converted to appropriate Business or Light Industrial use where appropriate.
OPEN SPACE GUIDELINES
· Ravensthorpe’s listed open spaces should be retained for their visual and amenity value.
· The allotments were more extensive in the past and if demand exists provision of additional areas should be considered.
· Disabled access to public open spaces should be improved
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