BUILDINGS
Types and styles
The Church of St. Denys is the oldest surviving building in Ravensthorpe. The Church tower is the tallest structure in the village and dominates the skyline.  The church is the only structure in the village accorded Grade II* Listed Building status. There are 37 other Grade II listed structures including 11 sections of cob wall.(see appendices)    
The older properties have a wide variety of layouts and density, some with wide street frontages and others with a narrow gable end facing the street.  Some houses are set back, behind a boundary wall but the majority abut the streets.  In contrast, later-twentieth century housing is mostly set back in its plot with open gardens, hard standing and garages facing the street.  There are groups of similar semi-detached houses originally built as council houses at each end of the village.  More recent (post-twentieth century) housing has focused on ‘executive’ housing in isolated pockets, ‘backland development’ and the development of semi-detached, ‘affordable housing’.  
There are some fine architectural details, such as the ashlar stone chimney and parapet kneelers on the roof of Hall’s Farmhouse, and the tall brick chimneys with rounded corners on The Cottage, Coton Road.  Manor Farmhouse, Guilsborough Road, has a brick string course at first floor level, chequer-work brick walling and a fine, six-panelled front door with flat wooden hood. 
Local materials
Ironstone, a local sandstone with a warm tone, has been used for most of Ravensthorpe’s older, larger buildings.  It has also been used for many cottage and boundary wall plinths. Brick became fashionable from the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries as is demonstrated by the brick wing added at that time to the ironstone Old Vicarage.  The local bricks are an orange-red and were used in simple patterns, using vitrified dark blue or black headers. These can be seen in many Ravensthorpe houses and walls.
A number of cottages, barns and boundary walls in the village are constructed from cob.  This was locally-dug clay-soil mixed together with other materials such as barley straw and then built up in horizontal layers, or ‘lifts’, on top of a stone or brick plinth.  Examples can be found in a number of 17th and 18th century cottages on the High Street.  Cob is long lasting, as long as it receives regular light maintenance.  These buildings are mostly lime-rendered and many have been painted.
Traditionally, many roofs were of longstraw thatch, with flush ridges and a steep pitch .  Ravensthorpe now has only one example left (the village shop).  Most having been converted to slate or tile roofs.  More recent housing is predominantly built of brick, with tiled roofs, many with concrete tiles and a low pitch.   

In conclusion, the older buildings provide a lively and varied “palette” in terms of building shapes, materials, colours and design.  Much recent development has been more uniform in layout, material and appearance.
Boundaries: Hedges Fences & Walls
Many of the pre-twentieth century cob boundary walls are listed, and are an important feature of Ravensthorpe.  Many would originally have been protected by thatch coping, but today are protected by stone, tiles or tin coping. Other fine walls include the redbrick examples along the churchyard’s southern boundary, and at on the east side of the green (see map page).   
Hedges, trees and shrubs form boundaries between gardens in all parts of the village, but particularly in the older parts.  These provide an important haven for birds and other wildlife.  
BUILDING GUIDELINES
Layout
· The village character is largely of organic development of single or small groups of buildings and new developments should be in sympathy with this, avoiding the creation of monotonous areas of similar buildings.
· Boundary walls are important features in Ravensthorpe and  any development should retain existing walls or keep alterations to a minimum.
· The preservation of existing hedges and trees together with new planting should be encouraged.
· Hedge heights near buildings, except for specific screening purposes, should be approximately 2 metres maximum in the interests of highway safety and good neighbourly relations
· 
Materials
· The colour, texture and patterns of locally distinctive materials such as ironstone, cob and chequer-work brick should be a source of inspiration for new buildings 
· The use of traditional materials such as cob should be encouraged for use in buildings and walls where possible and appropriate
· Development in older parts of the village should use materials sympathetic to that locality
· Traditional local brickwork should be retained in its original state, characteristically unpainted. Lime rather than cement based mortar should be used for any repointing
· Walls rendered in a way sympathetic to the traditional local rural style should be encouraged as a visual connection to existing rendered cob structures.
· Encouragement should be given to reinstate the traditional longstraw thatch , where appropriate
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