HIGHWAYS AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Roads and Streets
Ravensthorpe is bounded by two well used east west roads, the High Street and the Guilsborough Road.  These join at the west end of the village and are linked in the centre by Church Hill.  The narrow and winding High Street is heavily used for journeys from the east of the county to Daventry and the M1 junction at Crick. . The village post office/shop and the local garage are on the High Street as well as a number of other businesses.   
The narrow width of the High Street, parked vehicles and bends contribute to reducing speed but on Teeton Road, towards the village boundary, and on Guilsborough Road, the absence of parked vehicles results in higher speeds.  Church Hill is narrow and winding but carries less traffic.
Traffic volumes through the village are increasing, particularly in the morning and evening, but also due to the general growth in traffic notably for home delivery services.  The narrow footpaths and poor visibility due to on street parking have resulted in requests for measures to control traffic speeds which are perceived by many residents to be a safety issue.
Parking and Lighting
On street parking is a particular issue along the High Street because it is narrow, has more business activity and has fewer properties with off street parking. Vehicles often park partly on the footway due to the narrow road width.
Opinions vary about appropriate levels of street lighting but it would be desirable to upgrade the existing lamps to improve energy effiency and to reduce light pollution.
Footpaths, Bridleways and Cycleways
The pavements within the village are generally hard surfaced but many are narrow. There are a number of places on through roads where the single footway changes side.  OnTeeton Road this change is on the village side of a blind bend where vehicles enter the village at speed.
The last (and diverted) remnant of the ancient public footpaths shown within the village on the Enclosures map  runs from The Hollow over the allotments to the corner of the churchyard and Church Gardens.  From there it is partially paved and runs as an alleyway between private gardens to the Teeton Road.
Recreational walking is available on several public footpaths close to the village but the roads to East Haddon, Long Buckby, Spratton, and Guilsborough, are all well used by traffic and are narrow in places.  This militate against the use of the roads for walking and cycling.  There are no specific cycleways.
The Top Ardles Wood and the reservoir are attractive and well used village recreational assets. They are both accessible using permissive paths from the village crossing fields but for those with mobility issues, the wood is only accessible from the Memorial Playing Fields and access to the reservoir is only possible via roads without separate footpaths. The narrow causeway over the reservoir is particularly hazardous for walkers with poor visibility and narrow verges.
Street furniture, Utilities and Services
Street furniture in the village is generally in line with guidelines for rural areas.
Overhead wires and poles detract from the quality of the streetscape.  Most electricity cables have been put underground in recent years but many telephone connections remain from poles.  Fibreoptic broadband is being installed in 2015.  Ravensthorpe has no mains gas supply.
HIGHWAY GUIDELINES
· The effect of any development on road traffic speed and volume should be considered.
· New roads, footpaths and signs should be built to standards appropriate to their rural location as described in ‘Rural England’ (October 1995),
· Off street parking sufficient for anticipated occupancy should be included in any new development
· Passive measures should be encouraged to reduce traffic speeds and improve visibility for emerging traffic at junctions.
· Where vehicles and pedestrians currently share a carriageway particular consideration should be given to the need for additional safety measures.
STREET FURNITURE GUIDELINES
· Street furniture should suit its context. Only essential signage and road marking should be used.
· 'Rural Village’ levels of lighting should be encouraged using white light at levels to reduce light pollution
· Private security lights should be muted: and carefully sited to light the required area without forming a hazard to road users or annoyance to neighbours
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