ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Wildlife habitats including hedgerows and woodland, trees, shrubs, streams, open areas and verges in and around the village should be maintained and improved.  Within the village these include gardens, the village green, the churchyard, allotments and playing field.
Outside the village Crabtree Pit Pocket Park, Top Ardles Wood and the land around Ravensthorpe Reservoir are planted with a variety of native species of trees and shrubs with open areas to maintain a diversity of wildlife.
Such areas cannot work in isolation as wildlife cannot thrive in a small “island” of protected land. The avenues of trees and hedges that are a feature of the village and the approach roads are therefore of the utmost importance to all forms of wildlife.
ENVIRONMENT GUIDELINES
· The sensitivity of the local water catchment to pollution and the wildlife corridors provided by the reservoir, associated waterways and roadside hedges should be considered when assessing the impact of new developments in and around Ravensthorpe.
· Landscaping measures that  protect existing wildlife environments and help create new habitats in the form of copses, hedgerows, ditches and ponds, and open spaces of rough grassland should be encouraged.
· Mature trees should be retained wherever possible, and tree roots should be protected by fencing during building work, trench digging and ploughing
· Plant native species to retain landscape character and to benefit wildlife within the village.  Local native broadleaf trees include Ash, Elm, English Oak
· Local hedgerow species should be encouraged rather than fast-growing evergreens.  Local species include Blackthorn, Hawthorn, Crab Apple,  Holly, Elm, Field Maple, Hazel and Ash
· Hedge laying is a traditional local skill and should be encouraged as it leads to healthier hedges  
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