	LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES
· Any development on the approach roads should avoid damaging the visual integrity of the avenues of mature hedgerow trees. Replacement of damaged or diseased trees should be encouraged.
· Existing hedges should be retained where possible to form boundaries
· Where new agricultural buildings are necessary in open countryside they should be designed to minimise their visual impact.
· Proposals involving large intrusive structures such as wind turbines and solar panel arrays should demonstrate overwhelming benefits to balance the loss of social and environmental amenity 

	

	SETTLEMENT GUIDELINES
· Ravensthorpe’s settlement patterns vary greatly between old and new areas of the village and development should be sympathetic to its location within the village.
· The sense of countryside proximity arising from many viewpoints through gaps in the developed road frontage and undeveloped areas at the village boundaries is highly valued.  This amenity value should be taken into account in development design and in planning decision making.
· Listed important views within the village, and into the countryside should be protected.
· Well established building lines on either side of frontages should be reflected in any infill development to harmonise with the surroundings.
· Development in older parts of the village should respect the tradition of building close to the street, either through the position of the house, or by means of construction of a suitable boundary wall. 
· New development in older sections of the village should be encouraged to include a sense of enclosure rather than open-plan front gardens
· In order to reduce the isolation of cul-de-sacs any new development of several properties that necessitates a new road should include a pedestrian access to other parts of the village in addition to and separate from the vehicle access.
· Where permission is granted for new housing on rising ground, extra care must be taken to ensure that the new building will not over-dominate its neighbours.., or detract from village views
· New development should not be allowed if it is too large in scale and massing for the plot 
· The village character is largely of organic development of single or small groups of buildings and new developments should be in sympathy with this, avoiding the creation of monotonous areas of similar buildings.

	

	COMMUNITY FACILITIES GUIDELINES
· It is important to retain Ravensthorpe’s character as a working village offering a variety of employment
· Businesses established in Ravensthorpe should be ‘good neighbours’ – not adversely affecting the community with unreasonable working hours, pollution of any kind, or generating unreasonable extra traffic volumes
· Should new commercial development take place, the buildings should be of high quality, sympathetic with local building styles, of low visual impact and sites should be enhanced by the planting of native trees, hedgerows and shrubs.
· Older buildings may usefully and sympathetically be converted to appropriate Business or Light Industrial use where appropriate.

	

	OPEN SPACE GUIDELINES
· Ravensthorpe’s listed open spaces should be retained for their visual and amenity value.
· The allotments were more extensive in the past and if demand exists provision of additional areas should be considered

	

	ENVIRONMENT GUIDELINES
· The sensitivity of the local water catchment to pollution and the wildlife corridors provided by the reservoir, associated waterways and roadside hedges should be considered when assessing the impact of new developments in and around Ravensthorpe.
· Landscaping measures that  protect existing wildlife environments and help create new habitats in the form of copses, hedgerows, ditches and ponds, and open spaces of rough grassland should be encouraged.
· Mature trees should be retained wherever possible, and tree roots should be protected by fencing during building work, trench digging and ploughing
· Plant native species to retain landscape character and to benefit wildlife within the village.  Local native broadleaf trees include Ash, Elm, English Oak
· Local hedgerow species should be encouraged rather than fast-growing evergreens.  Local species include Blackthorn, Hawthorn, Crab Apple,  Holly, Elm, Field Maple, Hazel and Ash
· Hedge laying is a traditional local skill and should be encouraged as it leads to healthier hedges

	

	BUILDING GUIDELINES
Layout
· Boundary walls are important features in Ravensthorpe and  any development should retain existing walls or keep alterations to a minimum. 
· Hedge heights near buildings, except for specific screening purposes, should be approximately 2 metres maximum in the interests of highway safety and good neighbourly relations
· Flat roof extensions should be avoided where possible.
· There should be a presumption against gated developments which are not in keeping with the sense of community we value.
Materials and Details
· The colour, texture and patterns of locally distinctive materials such as ironstone, cob and chequer-work brick should be a source of inspiration for new buildings 
· The use of traditional materials such as cob should be encouraged for use in buildings and walls where possible and appropriate
· Development in older parts of the village should use materials sympathetic to that locality
· Traditional local brickwork should be retained in its original state, characteristically unpainted. Lime rather than cement based mortar should be used for any repointing
· Walls rendered in a way sympathetic to the traditional local rural style should be encouraged as a visual connection to existing rendered cob structures.
· Encouragement should be given to reinstate the traditional longstraw thatch.
· When extending or modifying older buildings doors and windows should wherever practical retain the scale, detail and materials of original openings
· Maintenance or alteration of older buildings should be undertaken using original or sympathetic materials and details
Parking
· Garages should relate to the house to which they belong and be in sympathy with surrounding property in terms of design, materials and construction. New-build garages should not obscure house fronts.  
· Where possible parking areas should be located to the side or the rear of new development avoiding large areas of hard surfacing at the front, particularly in older sections of the village.

	

	HIGHWAY GUIDELINES
· The effect of any development on road traffic speed and volume should be considered.
· New roads, footpaths and signs should be built to standards appropriate to their rural location as described in ‘Rural England’ (October 1995),
· Off street parking sufficient for anticipated occupancy should be included in any new development
· Passive measures should be encouraged to reduce traffic speeds and improve visibility for emerging traffic at junctions.	Comment by Richard Marsh: Added by NC
· Where vehicles and pedestrians currently share a carriageway particular consideration should be given to the need for additional safety measures.
STREET FURNITURE GUIDELINES
· Street furniture should suit its context. Only essential signage and road marking should be used.
· 'Rural Village’ levels of lighting should be encouraged using white light at levels to reduce light pollution
· Private security lights should be muted: and carefully sited to light the required area without forming a hazard to road users or annoyance to neighbours

	


NB
Guidelines in black are taken from the 1999 VDS
Guidelines in blue have been modified
Guidelines in red are new.
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