RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 22 April 2015 at 7.00 pm
1.
OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Present:  S Holt (Chairman), D Herbert, J Humphrey, R Marsh (arrived 7.30 pm),

J Matts , S Pasley-Tyler, R Spring, and C James (Clerk) 
1.2 Apologies: Were received and approved from  J Jones and M Worthington
1.3 Declarations of Interest:

Personal:  None

Personal and Prejudicial: None.
2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18 March 2015 were approved and signed by Cllr Matts (Chairman of that meeting) as correct.  
3   MATTERS ARISING 
3.1 The Clerk stated that she had had problems in making contact with the person who was supposed to be able to provide the new Neighbourhood Watch signs.  As such, she had made further enquiries and could obtain two plastic signs that were held in stock by a firm in Earls Barton.  It was agreed that these could be ordered in place of the metal signs so that the matter could be resolved quickly.

3.2 Cllr Spring stated that he was pleased with the overall standard of the first mow undertaken by the new contractor.  However, there were a few areas identified which required further attention in The High Street, Ravensthorpe and also in Coton.  Clerk to make contact with Mr Bateman.

3.3 The Clerk stated that 16 volunteers had turned up to assist with the Annual Litter pick and the Chairman expressed the Parish Council’s thanks to all of them.

3.4 The Clerk confirmed that she had bid for time from the enhancements gangs and that this request had been acknowledged.

3.5 The Chairman updated the meeting in respect of his recent attendance at the Daventry Parish Summit Meeting.  He stated that the purpose of the meeting was to appraise local Councils of the drive to recruit Special Constables. These would be volunteers working approximately 4 hours per week and would focus, in conjunction with the Police Force, on the specific requirements of the Parish for which they had been recruited (such as parking, traffic, anti-social behaviour).  The Parish Council was expected to assist in the recruitment process should they feel that it was worthwhile.  It was agreed that the Chairman would follow this up.
4   PUBLIC TIME 
No members of the public present


No
5   BUSINESS

5.1 The Chairman confirmed the contents of the email he had previously sent to Councillors updating them of the current position with regard to the valuation of the easement through the Allotment Gardens.  Jeff Paybody of Howkins & Harrison, the land agent appointed by the Parish Council, had now received an offer from Mr Middleton.  Whilst there is a precedent case in the matter, the Chairman stated there was no hard and fast rule for such a valuation.  After discussion, a figure that would be acceptable to the Council was agreed upon and it was resolved that the Chairman would contact Mr Paybody so that he could inform Mr Middleton of the Parish Council’s final decision.  Should Mr Middleton accept the offer then Mr Paybody would then be requested to instruct the Council’s solicitors to draw up the necessary legal agreement.  The Council’s figure for the purchase of the easement was to exclude the Parish Council’s costs which Mr Middleton had already undertaken to pay.
5.2 Cllr Herbert requested whether the Parish Council could consider the possibility of installing a bollard at the bus shelter in the High Street, Ravensthorpe.  He stated that this would improve safety for the parents and children waiting there from speeding traffic.  Clerk to ascertain from Ian Boyes what provision might be made.  Matter to be reconsidered when further information available.

5.3 Ian Boyes’ email concerning the possibility of installing dropped kerbs at the top of The High Street (junction with Guilsborough Road) and at the East Haddon Road (junction with West Haddon Road) was considered.  It was agreed that whilst there were no observations to be made in respect of the East Haddon Road, it was felt that there might be better visibility if the dropped kerbs in the High Street were further away from the junction.  Clerk to report back to Ian.

5.4 Cllr Worthington was not present at the meeting but had previously stated to the Clerk that she thought that the Road Show might be of interest to those involved in the Village Design Statement.  After discussion, it was agreed that a decision on membership of the CPRE (2 tickets would be provided for the Road Show) would be deferred to the next meeting.  Cllr Marsh to ascertain whether any of the VDS steering group would wish to attend.

5.5 The Chairman confirmed that, as anticipated, the membership subscription for Northants CALC had increased.  However, after brief consideration, it was unanimously resolved to continue with the membership as it provided worthwhile legal and technical advice and guidance to the Parish Council which could not be obtained elsewhere.
6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

None
6.2 Planning Decisions

DA/2015/0103 – 3 East Haddon Road, Ravensthorpe – construction of vehicular access.
Permission Granted.
7
FINANCE

7.1  
The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment::
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque Number

	EON Electricity charges (Jan-Mar)
	409.22
	001124

	EON Maintenance charges (Jan-Mar)
	147.83
	001125

	Clerk’s Salary April
	192.91
	001126

	Clerk’s Expenses
	27.98
	001127

	NCALC Subscription and Audit Fee
	457.88
	001128

	Stuart Hogben – Cleaning of Bus Shelter
	75.00
	001129

	CPRE Membership
	36.00
	001130

	Village Hall Rent
	42.00
	001131


It was resolved that the sending of the cheque for CPRE membership would be deferred until the next meeting when it could be confirmed who would wish to attend the Planning Road Show.  (see 5.4 above)
7.2
Income Received
None
7.3  
The Chairman signed and approved the end of year bank reconciliation which he confirmed to the meeting had previously been checked by Cllr Jones in his role as internal finance checker.  It was noted that the balances at Bank as at 31 March 2015 were £10,050.54.
8 
CORRESPONDENCE 
8.1  
NCALC Update March –April 2015 – circulated by email (hard copy available).

8.2 
Email from Danny Moody of NCALC in respect of E-on’s proposed increase to electricity charges wef 1 May 2015 (circulated).  The Clerk gave a brief update in respect of a further email received from Danny Moody on 17 April regarding the negotiations currently being undertaken by NCALC with other electricity suppliers on behalf of its members.  
8.3  
Notice of CPRE Planning Road Show – 4 June 2015 (circulated by email)

8.4 
Housing Land Availability Report from DDC – (circulated by email).  
8.5
Notice of Parish and Town Councils Liaison meeting 11 June 2015 – circulated by email.  The Chairman confirmed that the Clerk had been requested to reserve one place and that, in the absence of any other volunteers, he would attend on that date.
9 
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 
Pocket Park – Cllr Spring stated that there was nothing in particular to report.  Coppicing had been completed and pond level was very low. 
9.2 
Allotments – It was noted that the conifer hedge in the back garden of the house in the corner of Bettycroft Close had now been trimmed.  

9.3 
Highways – Nothing to report.

9.4 
Broadband – Cllr Herbert reported that he had had a few queries from parishioners about the reinstatement of the roads and footpaths but these had been dealt with.  He reported that Gigaclear would commence work in Coton as soon as a gang became available.  Switch on date for the broadband not yet confirmed.
9.5 
Village Design Statement – Cllr Marsh reported that matters were progressing in readiness for the open meeting on 16 May 2015.
9.6 
Trees – Cllr Herbert reported that he provided a report to Daventry District Council on DVD so that a check could be done with their records in respect of the TPO’s.  Copy provided to Clerk.
10.
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA 
10.1 CPRE Membership – confirmation of attendance at Road Show (Cllr Marsh)

Meeting closed at 7.59 pm
