RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 20 May 2015 at 8.00 pm
1. OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Election of Chairman:  Cllr Worthington proposed Cllr Holt and Cllr Spring seconded the proposal.  There being no other nominations, Cllr Stephen Holt was duly elected Chairman.  He then signed the declaration of acceptance and took the chair.

1.2 Election of Vice Chairman:  Cllr Pasley-Tyler confirmed to the Council that she had tendered her resignation as Councillor for personal reasons.  The Chairman thanked her for her work on the Council over the past 25 years.  As there were no nominations for Vice Chairman, after discussion, it was agreed to leave the post vacant until the Parish Council elections due to be held in May 2016. 
1.3 Present:  Cllrs S Holt, R Spring, D Herbert, M Worthington, R Marsh, J Jones,

J Matts (arrived at 8.10 pm), and C James (Clerk) 
1.4 Apologies: Were received and approved from Cllr Humphrey
1.5 Declarations of Interest:

Personal:  None

Personal and Prejudicial: None.
1.6 Adoption of Standing Orders  It was resolved to adopt these in the present form.

1.7 Appointment of Officers and Other Representatives
Internal Checker – Cllr Jones

Bank Signatories – Cllrs Holt, Matts, Spring, Jones and the Clerk

Planning Co-ordinator – Cllr Worthington

Grass Cutting Officer – Cllr Spring

Highways Officer – Cllr Marsh

Tree Warden – Cllr Herbert

Village Hall Representative – not required

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator – Iain Baverstock has confirmed to the Council that he intends to stand down at the end of August.  A notice for a volunteer to take over the role to be placed in the next Village Newsletter

Footpath Warden – John Peachey

Pocket Park Co-ordinator – Liz Peachey
2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22 April 2015 were approved and signed as correct.  
3   MATTERS ARISING 
3.1 The Clerk confirmed that she had received the two new signs which the Chairman stated he would put up.  It was confirmed that Iain Baverstock the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator had notified his intention of standing down by 1 September.  Clerk to arrange for a notice for the position to be put in the Village Newsletter.

3.2 Cllr Spring confirmed that he and the Clerk had had a meeting with Nick Bateman of Forever Green and his son Jake in respect of the mowing contract and in particular mowing the verge in the Lane at Coton.  Cllr Spring confirmed that the meeting was positive and that further contact details had been obtained so that, hopefully, any future issues could be resolved quickly. 

3.3 The Chairman confirmed that matters were progressing in respect of the easement in the Allotment Gardens and that Mr Middleton had agreed to the terms set out by the land agent acting on behalf of the Parish Council.  The matter was now in the hands of the Parish Council’s solicitors to draw up the necessary agreement which the Chairman confirmed would be given final approval by the Parish Council.  Cllr Spring queried the timing of the works with regards to giving allotment tenants access.  It was agreed that all tenants would be given ample notice of the commencement of any works.

3.4 The Clerk stated that she had had a response from Ian Boyes of Highways late that afternoon but that the images of the proposed sitings of a bollard at the bus shelter could not be opened.  It was agreed that this matter would be an Agenda item for the next meeting and that Ian be asked to send a hard copy of his proposals.  The Chairman also advised the Council that Ian had noted the Parish Council’s concerns about the positioning of new kerb drops at the top of the High Street but had responded to say that due to health and safety issues the position of the drops could not be altered.

4   PUBLIC TIME 
No members of the public present


No
5   BUSINESS

5.1 The Clerk provided details of the renewal quotation provided by AON the existing insurer both on an annual basis and for a three year long term contract and an alternative quote provided by Zurich.  After discussion, it was agreed to opt for a three year contract at a annual cost of £400.12 on the basis that this premium was not subject to any significant variation over the period.   
5.2 It was resolved to pay for membership of CPRE for the year which would provide two tickets for the forthcoming Planning Roadshow.  The Chairman and Cllr Worthington agreed to attend unless anyone from the Village Design Statement working party would wish to take their places.  Cllr Marsh to circulate the information and inform the Clerk of any volunteers.
5.3 The matter of the damage caused to the Village Bank following a parishioners request to gain access to his garden to cut back some trees was discussed.  It was agreed that the offer to pay for some replacement shrubs be discussed with Mr & Mrs Ellison who had responsibility for gardening this area on behalf of the Parish Council.  Clerk to liaise with both parties.

6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

DA/2015/0376 St Denys Church, Church Hill, Ravensthorpe.  Works to improve access consisting of new handrails, re-grading of pathway, introduction of steps and re-surfacing
No observations.

6.2 Planning Decisions

None
7
FINANCE

7.1  
The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment::
	Payee
	Amount (£)
	Cheque Number

	DACT Affiliation Fee
	25.00
	001132

	NCALC Training Course fee
	45.00
	001133

	Clerk’s Salary
	192.91
	001134

	Clerk’s Expenses
	18.00
	001135

	Dave Shurville Signs & Designs – NHW Signs
	25.08
	001136

	Cliff Giles – Reimbursement of Pocket Park Expenses
	10.05
	001137

	AON UK Ltd – Insurance Premium renewal
	400.12
	001138

	TOTAL
	716.16
	


7.2
Income Received
Half Year Precept of £4,500.00
7.3  
The Chairman signed and approved the bank reconciliation for the period ended 30 April 2015.  Balance at bank carried forward was £13,197.88.
8 
CORRESPONDENCE 
8.1  
Email from Danny Moody of NCALC in respect of E-on’s proposed increase to electricity charges wef 1 May 2015 (circulated) was noted.  Further information awaited but it would seem that there was little that could be done..  
8.2 
Spratton Neighbourhood Plan – consultation document (circulated by email)

8.3 
Clerks & Councils Direct  –  May issue - (hard copy available).  
8.4
Monthly Crime updates – (Circulated by email).  Report of a person being bitten by a dog in West Haddon Road on 2 April.
9 
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 
Pocket Park – Cllr Spring stated that there was nothing in particular to report.  He provided the Clerk with his annual risk assessment.

9.2 
Allotments – Cllr Worthington stated that there was nothing in particular to report.
9.3 
Highways – Cllr Marsh stated that there was nothing to report.

9.4 
Broadband – Cllr Herbert reported that Gigaclear should be in a position to connect the broadband service in August.  The delay was due to a change of backbone location.

9.5 
Village Design Statement – Cllr Marsh reported that the public meeting on 16 May was well attended and the VDS received much positive feedback.  It had been agreed that the new VDS would be more conservative and better justified that the previous one.  It was hoped to apply for a Local Green Space classification for the area between the Playing Field and the Millenium Wood.  The next step would be to consult with Tom James at DDC before presenting the final draft back to the Parish Council for their approval.
9.6 
Trees – Cllr Herbert reported that there were concerns about the excessive work carried out by a parishioner to a tree in the Playing Field which was subject to a TPO.  Matter to be dealt with by the Tree Preservation Officer from DDC.
10.        ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA 

Cllrs Spring and Marsh stated that they would be unable to attend the next meeting and 


gave their apologies in advance.
Meeting closed at 9.27 pm
