RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 17 June 2015 at 8.00 pm
1.
OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Present:  Cllr S Holt (Chairman), Cllr D Herbert, Cllr M Worthington, C James (Clerk), Cllr Osborne and 2 members of the public. 
1.2 Apologies: Were received and approved from Cllr R Spring, Cllr R Marsh, and Cllr J Jones.  It was noted that Cllr J Humphrey had tendered his resignation since the last meeting for personal reasons.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:

Personal:  The Chairman declared a personal interest in planning application DA/2015/0469.
Personal and Prejudicial: None.
2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20 May 2015 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  
3   MATTERS ARISING 
3.1 The Clerk confirmed that she had now advertised the vacancy for the Parish Councillor in the Coton ward with a closing date for expressions of interest of 30 June 2015.  She had notified the Elections Office of the vacancy arising due to the recent resignation of Cllr Humphrey and would now need to await confirmation that an election had not been requested by any parishioners prior to advertising this vacancy.  The Chairman hoped that someone could be co-opted to fill the Coton ward vacancy at the July meeting. 

3.2 The Clerk confirmed that she and Cllr Spring had been in contact with Mr Bateman, the mowing contractor, to advise him that the Parish Council were not satisfied with the level of service being provided.  Mr Bateman had said this was due to machinery failures.  The grass had now been cut in Ravensthorpe and Coton and it was hoped that a two weekly schedule could be adhered to for the coming month or so to get on top of things. To be kept under review.

3.3 The Chairman gave a brief update following his attendance at the Parish and Town Councils’ meeting. He said that he had already been in contact with Cllr Marsh and Cllr Worthington in respect of an item that was pertinent to the Village Design Statement.  He stated that a presentation was given in respect of the scheme to recruit volunteer Parish Constables.  It was hoped they could be recruited to fill the gaps where there was a shortage of PCSO’s.  It was reported that 500 had been recruited with a hope that this would rise to 900.  The Chairman confirmed that he was awaiting the leaflets he had requested to be sent to the Clerk and these would then be delivered to households in Ravensthorpe and Coton to seek a volunteer to act in this role.
3.4 The Clerk confirmed that she had reported the overgrown vegetation opposite the Village Hall in Ravensthorpte to Street Doctor and the matter had subsequently been referred to Highways who had indicated that the work would be done within a timescale of 3 months.

4   PUBLIC TIME 
The Chairman welcomed Cllr Osborne to the meeting who gave a brief update on County matters.

He stated that the Daventry Link Road, bypassing Flore, had been given the go ahead and it was anticipated that work would commence in October 2015.  He confirmed that it would be a single carriageway road.

He stated that 4,000 new homes were designated to be built in Daventry/Crick/West Haddon/Barby which may relieve the pressure on building in villages.

The Chairman asked Cllr Osborne about the Joint Core Strategy.  Having recently attending a CPRE Planning Road Show event he stated that it appeared that speculative developments were still being allowed because of a lack of a local plan.  The understanding was that as Stage 2 of the JCS was not completed developers could challenge the land supply quota.  Cllr Osborne confirmed that this was the case and it would be another 2 to 3 years before the local plan was completed.

Cllr Osborne stated that the new car park at Long Buckby Rail Station was now under construction and this would provide 300 spaces.  Once open, anticipated completion date October 2015, a charge would be levied. In order to prevent people parking on the roadside, etc, as was the case now, yellow lines would be implemented along Station Road once the car park was open.

The Chairman thanked Cllr Osborne for his attendance and Cllr Osborne left the meeting at this point.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 The meeting considered the two location options for the installation of a safety bollard

at the bus shelter in Ravensthorpe.  It was unanimously resolved that Location A was the most suitable.  Clerk to contact Ian Boyes at Highways to get the work underway as soon as possible.

5.2 The Chairman read out the Annual Governance Statement 2014/15 which was approved by the members of the Council.  The statement was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.  The members of the Council also approved the Accounting Statements 2014/15 and these were also signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.
5.3 It was agreed that the Chairman would be the nominated contact in respect of the Pensions Regulator.

6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

DA/2015/0469 – 11 Little Lane, Ravensthope – Insertion of dormers to roof to create bedroom and en-suite bathroom.  
Observations:

We have no objection to the planning application in principle and consider that the amended plans have addressed the privacy issues of neighbours.  We would suggest, given it prominent position, it would be preferable to have tiled cladding the same colour as the roof as used in other properties in the lane.

6.2 Planning Decisions

DA/2015/0176 – Uppingstone House, 47 High Street, Ravensthorpe – alterations to existing outbuilding including lowering the roof and part demolition of carport and ground mounted solar panels
Permission Granted
6.3 Planning Other
DA/2015/0117 – Land off Guilsborough Road, Ravensthorpe – Outline application for residential development of 3 dwellings. 
Application withdrawn.
7
FINANCE

7.1  
Paymens

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment::
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque Number

	Clerk’s Salary
	277.08
	001139

	HMRC – PAYE on Clerk’s Salary (April to June)
	165.60
	001140

	Clerk’s Expenses and Administration Costs
	24.61
	001141

	Anglian Water – Allotment Water
	11.41
	Direct Debit

	E-0n Maintenance Charge (April to June)
	147.83
	001142


7.2
Income Received
None
7.3      Balances at bank

The Chairman signed and approved the bank reconciliation for the period ended 31 May 2015.  It was noted that balance at bank was £12,481.76. 
7.4  
Submission of Annual VAT return


The Clerk confirmed that she had completed and submitted the annual VAT return for the 
period ended 31 March 2015 and had reclaimed an amount of £869.72.

8 
CORRESPONDENCE 
8.1  
NCALC Update May - June 2015 – (circulated by email hard copy now available).

8.2 
Further email update from Danny Moody of NCALC in respect of E-on’s proposed increase to electricity charges (circulated) – Noted 
8.3
Footpath Report from John Peachey – (circulated by email) - Noted
8.4
Petition received from Parishioners requesting that Street Light Number 3 outside ‘Little Gables’ be reinstated – Noted.  This had already been agreed as an Agenda item for July meeting.
9 
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 
Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey had submitted her written assessment prior to the meeting.  It was noted that it appeared that dogs were still being taken into the Park and this to be kept under review.
9.2 
Allotments – Cllr Worthington provided her report and stated that there were no matters of concern.
9.3 
Highways – Nothing to report.

9.4 
Broadband – Cllr Herbert reported that due to the Womens’ Road Race, work had been delayed as any roadworks had had to be halted.  Cable to Creaton delayed due to problems elsewhere.
9.5 
Village Design Statement – no report available to be carried forward to next meeting.
9.6 
Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that he had yet to receive a response to his report from the Tree Preservation Officer at DDC.
10.
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA 
10.1 Street Lights – including consideration of petition received to re-instate Street Light number 3.
Meeting closed at 9.15 pm.
THERE ARE DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO APPROVAL AT THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING TO BE HELD ON 15 JULY 2015
