RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 15 July 2015 at 8.00 pm
1.
OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Present:  S Holt (Chairman), D Herbert, R Spring, J Matts, M Worthington, R Marsh, J Jones, C James (Clerk), and 2 members of the public. 
1.2 Apologies: None.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:

Personal:  None.
Personal and Prejudicial: None.
2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17 June 2015 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  
3   MATTERS ARISING 
3.1 Cllr Spring stated that there were ongoing problems with the mowing contractor in that the grass was being cut piecemeal rather that all areas in one day.  He stated that he and the Clerk were endeavouring to ensure that the grass would, in future, be cut to a regular schedule.  It was agreed that the mowing contract would be reviewed at the end of the cutting season.

3.2 The Clerk confirmed that she had had notification that he enhancement gang would be in the village on 17 July.  She stated that she had requested that the overgrown vegetation at the bottom end of Little Lane be included as one of their jobs and had been assured that the gang would have time to clear this area to aid pedestrians trying to get though the barriers.
4   PUBLIC TIME 
The Chairman welcomed the two members of the public to the meeting.  Mr Pike stated that he would like to speak about the parking issues (agenda item 5.2) and Mr Worthington stated that he would like to hear the Council’s discussion on the new Dog Control Powers (agenda item 5.4) and it was agreed to bring these matters forward. 

Mr Pike stated that he was concerned about the ongoing parking issues in Ravensthorpe – in particular parking on the pavements on the Guilsborough Road and the High Street.  He stated that as a result of the pavements being blocked by parked cars pedestrians including those with young children and pushchairs and those on mobility scooters were forced into the road which was dangerous.  He stated that it was likely that those parking on the pavements were simply unaware of the problems they were causing and the matter should be drawn to their attention.  A general discussion followed about how the matter could be dealt with.  It was agreed that a letter would be drafted to go out with the next Village Newsletter.  Clerk to confirm the wording with the local PCSO regarding the legalities of parking on the pavement.

Mr Pike left the meeting at this point.

Mr Worthington stated that due to his involvement with the Playing Field Committee he wanted to hear the Parish Council’s feedback regarding DDC’s proposed new Dog Control Powers.  A general discussion followed regarding the situation in the village and, in particular, in respect of parishioners exercising their dogs on the playing field.  It was agreed that the Chairman would respond to the questionnaire that had been sent out by DDC stating that the Parish Council fully supported the existing laws but questioned how the proposed new powers would provide any additional benefit.
Mr Worthington left the meeting at this point.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 The Council considered the request (by petition) for street light number 3 on Guilsborough Road (outside Little Gables) to be turned back on.  A discussion took place about the merits of switching the light back on.  Cllr Matts opposed this action as he felt that had there been a genuine safety issue this would have been raised when the light was first switched off in 2012.  However, after a vote, it was resolved that the fuse would be replaced and that the light would be reinstated.

Further discussion took place in respect of Western Power’s request to make a decision to decommission 4 other street lights in Ravensthorpe (12, 20, 25 and 33).   The Clerk reported that E-on had quoted up to £300 per light to carry out this work.  The Council could see no reason why the lights should be decommissioned at this time, as they were not a health and safety hazard and it was agreed that the Chairman would respond to Western Power’s request on behalf of the Council.
5.2 See Public time above.
5.3 The Clerk confirmed that three applications had been received in respect of the two casual vacancies that had been advertised.  After discussion, it was resolved that the applicants would be asked to provide a brief written resume about themselves and why they would like to become a Councillor and to invite them to a short interview before the next Parish Council meeting in September when a decision would be made as to co-option.
5.4 The possible repair and restoration of the Parish Notice Board for Coton was discussed as the Clerk had found this lying on the ground outside Coton Manor.  It was resolved to have the Board repaired and reinstated.  Clerk to look at getting the work done and report back to the Council as necessary.

5.5 See Public time above.
5.6 The Clerk notified the meeting that she had received a request from a parishioner that the Parish Council have the condition of one of the beech trees on the village green looked as she had concerns about it.  It was resolved that the Clerk would contact a couple of suitably qualified tree surgeons to obtain a quote for carrying out a professional assessment.

6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

None
6.2 Planning Decisions
None
6.3 Planning Other
Notification received from DDC that the Ravensthorpe Memorial Cross in the Churchyard of St Denys Church had been listed (Grade 2) under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 following a review by English Heritage.
7
FINANCE

7.1  
Payments
The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment::
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque Number

	Ravensthorpe Village Hall
	74.00
	001143

	Mrs C James – Clerk’s Salary
	246.20
	001144

	Clerk’s Expenses and Administration Costs
	29.19
	001145


7.2
Income Received

VAT refund of £869.72
7.3      Balances at bank

The Chairman signed and approved the bank reconciliation for the period ended 30 June 2015.  It was noted that balance at bank was £12,689.74
8 
CORRESPONDENCE 
8.1  
Notice of DACT annual general meeting – to be passed to Mrs Hudson

8.2
Clerks and Councils Direct – July 2015 - noted
8.3
Planning aggregator from DDC – circulated by email
8.4
Complaint received from parishioner in respect of overgrown vegetation at bottom of Little Lane – dealt with under item 3.2.

8.5
Minutes of DDC Planniing Training session – circulated by email.

9 
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 
Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey had submitted her written assessment prior to the meeting.  It was noted that a large branch of an ash tree had fallen and now blocked the path.  Cllr Marsh undertook to deal with this as soon as possible.
9.2 
Allotments – Cllr Worthington provided her report and stated that there were no matters of concern.
9.3 
Highways – Clerk confirmed that notification had been received that the road between Ravensthorpe and Teeton would be partially closed on 16/17 July due to resurfacing works – notice had been put on the Noticeboard.  Cllr Spring undertook to report a pothole in Guilsborough Road to Street Doctor.
9.4 
Broadband – Cllr Herbert reported that there was still no news on a start date from Gigaclear.
9.5 
Village Design Statement – Cllr Marsh reported that he had had a positive meeting with Tom James at DDC in respect of the draft document that had been produced.  Mr James had asked that a draft illustrated document be produced for him to check prior to being submitted to the full Planning Committee at DDC.  
9.6 
Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that as he had yet to receive a response to his report from the Tree Preservation Officer at DDC he had complained to a higher level at DDC but as yet had only received an acknowledgement. 
10.
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA 

Selection of new Councillors.
Meeting closed at 9.45 pm
