RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 16 September 2015 at 8.00 pm
1.
OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Present:  S Holt (Chairman), D Herbert, R Spring, J Matts, R Marsh, J Jones, C James (Clerk), and 3 members of the public. 
1.2 Apologies: Were received and approved from M Worthington
1.3 Declarations of Interest:

Personal:  The Chairman declared a personal interest in the planning application.
Personal and Prejudicial: None.
1.4 Co-option of New Councillors  It was unanimously resolved to co-opt Natalie Carrington 

and Emma Connor to the Council to fill the casual vacancies that had arisen.  The relevant paperwork, including acceptance of office, was duly signed.  Mrs Carrington and Mrs Connor were then invited to sit with the Council
2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15 July 2015 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  
3   MATTERS ARISING 
3.1 Cllr Spring stated that the last few cuts had been much better as areas had not been missed out and there had not been a need to contact the contractor.  He stated that the bench on the green on the West Haddon Road had now been replaced by the contractor and he had written to thank them for doing this.  Cllr Jones stated that he was pleased with the work that they had carried out in Coton  
3.2 The Clerk stated that, although she had contacted Ian Boyes at Highways, she was still waiting for confirmation as to the date the safety bollard would be installed.

3.3 Cllr Matts confirmed that he had re-instated the fuse in street light number 3.  The Chairman confirmed that Western Power had now agreed that no further action need be taken in respect of the four remaining street lights which had been switched off other than to put a sign on them to alert anyone carrying out works that they were still live.  Clerk to contact E-on about signage.

3.4 The Chairman updated the Council stating that little progress had been made since the last meeting.  The width of the easement allowed for the provision of the utility services to the development site had been the subject of correspondence with the Council’s solicitors.  This was to be limited to avoid any unnecessary disruption to allotment holders.
3.5 The Chairman confirmed that the deadline for the notice regarding inconsiderate parking to be printed in the last village newsletter had been missed but arrangements had been made for it to appear in the next addition.

3.6 The Chairman confirmed that a noticeboard had been obtained from a parishioner which could be used for Coton (rather than repair the old board).  However, the board was much larger and would need to be erected on posts.  Cllr Jones undertook to look into this matter and report back at the next meeting.

3.7 The Chairman confirmed that Iain Baverstock had now relinquished his role as the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator but was trying to find a replacement volunteer.  Chairman undertook to contact Mr Baverstock to see whether he had had any success.

4   PUBLIC TIME


One member of the public was present.

One member of the public was present.



One

5   BUSINESS

5.1 It was agreed that following receipt of the report from a qualified tree surgeon on the status of the Beech Tree on the village green and the quotation for the canopy to be reduced, that the Clerk should obtained at least one further quotation.
5.2 It was unanimously agreed to accept and adopt the amended Code of Conduct.

5.3 Notice of the annual general meeting of NCALC was highlighted.  Anyone wishing to attend should contact the Clerk so she can reserve a place.

5.4 The opportunity to apply for funding from the Transparency Fund for IT equipment (computer and scanner/printer) was discussed.  It was unanimously agreed that this should be pursued and a bid put forward.  Clerk to liaise with Cllr Herbert in respect of the application.

5.5 After some discussion, It was agreed to take advantage of the offer from BCR Associates, forwarded by NCALC, to carry out an assessment of the Parish Council’s electricity procurement.  Clerk to deal.

5.6 The Chairman explained to the two new Councillors about the training offered by NCALC.  It was unanimously agreed that the Council would pay for the cost of the course ‘Off to a Flying Start’ specifically for new Councillors.  Clerk to book places as required.
5.7 The Clerk stated that Stuart Hogben had confirmed he was unable to continue to clean the bus shelter as he was going to University.  It was agreed that a £10 book token would be sent to him.  Clerk to advertise the vacancy on the Parish noticeboard.
5.8 The Chairman noted that the Clerk had had a telephone conversation with a parishioner complaining about the lime trees which are subject to Tree Preservation Orders on the village playing field.  It had since been confirmed that the Playing Field Committee had written to the parishioner following a complaint received the previous year and that there was nothing further the Parish Council could add to their response.  It was a matter between the parishioner and Mr Venton, (Landscape Preservation Office) of DDC who would have to be consulted before any works could be carried out on the trees.
5.9 The plight of the refugees from Syria was discussed.  It was agreed that Cllr Marsh would draft a letter to Daventry District Council (to be reviewed and forwarded by the Chairman) stating that the Parish Council would support any positive action being taken by DDC in this matter.

.

6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

DA/2015/0788 – 11 Little Lane, Ravensthorpe.  Insertion of dormers to roof to create bedroom and en-suite bathroom (revised scheme)

No Observations
6.2 Planning Decisions
None
7
FINANCE

7.1  
Payments
The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque number

	BDO LLP – External Audit Fee
	120.00
	001146

	Mrs C James – Clerk’s Salary August/Sept 15
	385.82
	001147

	HMRC – PAYE July-Sept 15
	158.00
	001148

	Cliff Giles – Pocket Park Expones
	5.84
	001150

	Information Commissioner – Data Protection Fee
	35.00
	001151

	E-On – Electricity Charges April-June 15
	545.78
	001152

	Forever Green – Mowing Contract – 9 cuts
	2721.60
	001153

	Mrs C James – Clerk’s Expenses and Administration Costs
	46.48
	001154

	Anglian Water – Allotment Water 
	19.69
	Direct Debit


7.2
Income Received

None
7.3      Balances at bank
The Chairman signed and approved the bank reconciliation for the period ended 31 August 2015. It was noted that balance at bank was £12,320.66
7.4
Approval of Annual Return

The Clerk confirmed that BDO LLP had completed the external audit and no matters 

requiring attention had been raised.  The audited annual return was then presented and accepted and approved by the Council.

8 
CORRESPONDENCE 
8.1  
NCALC Update – July/August 2015 – noted

8.2
Clerks and Councils Direct – September 2015 - noted
8.3
CPRE Newsletter and magazine – September 2015 – noted

8.4 
Footpath Warden report.  Cllr Matts agreed to approach the landowner regarding elephant grass on the footpath between Cuffys Field (on Guilsborough Road) and Coton.
9 
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 
Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey had submitted her written assessment prior to the meeting.  She raised concerns about dog mess in the park and it was agreed that the Clerk would look to see whether any additional signage could be obtained in respect of the park being designated a dog free zone.  Concerns were also raised about the pond.  After discussion, Cllr Matts said that he had some bags of a special type of clay which, if added to the water, might fill the leaks.  Clerk to advise Mrs Peachey and ask her if should could liaise with Ruth Rolls and Cllr Matts on this matter.
9.2 
Allotments – Cllr Worthington had submitted her report to the Clerk prior to the meeting and there were no matters of concern.
9.3 
Highways – Nothing to report.

9.4 
Broadband – Cllr Herbert reported that the anticipated date for provision of service by Gigaclear was now November. .
9.5 
Village Design Statement – Cllr Marsh reported that the steering group had been working on the illustrated draft document.  He stated that he thought that it would be ready for approval by the Council at the November meeting.    Once finalised the statement would be put on the village website but printed copies would also be made available.  Decision as to how many to be taken later.
9.6 
Trees – Nothing to report. 
10.
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA 

Risk Assessment
Meeting closed at 9.50 pm
