RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 21 October 2015 at 8.00 pm
1.
OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present:  S Holt (Chairman), D Herbert, R Spring, J Matts, R Marsh, J Jones,     M Worthington, N Carrington and C James (Clerk)
1.2 Apologies: Were received and approved from E Connor.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:

Personal:  None.
Personal and Prejudicial: None.
2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16 September 2015 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  
3   PUBLIC TIME
There were no members of the public present.

4  MATTERS ARISING

4.1 Cllr Spring reported on the latest problems that had arisen due to the partial cuts that the contractor had undertaken.  Following a discussion, it was agreed that as the contract allowed both parties a review at the end of the first year that the current contractor should be advised by the Clerk that the Parish Council did not wish to continue with his services once the final cut had taken place in 2015.  Clerk to start re tendering process for the 2017 season with a view to having tenders ready for consideration at the January meeting.

4.2 Cllr Jones reported that he had looked into the placement of the noticeboard which was available for Coton and, it would appear that the best place would be on the Council grass verge between the current postbox and telephone box. Chairman/Cllr Worthington to make enquiries of local odd job men to see how much it would cost to erect.

4.3 The Chairman confirmed that Iain Baverstock had informed him that Glyn Lewis had volunteered to take over the role of Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator which he was very pleased about.  Clerk to contact Mr Lewis to see whether he wished to have contact details published.

4.4 The Clerk reported that she had spoken with David Mooney of E-on who had informed her that there was no specific signage available for the street lights which had been de-fused and that no further action was required of the Parish Council in this respect.  Clerk also confirmed that she had been in touch with NCALC regarding the wording of the letter to BCR Associates in respect of electricity procurement and that she was awaiting a response from BCR.  It was agreed that the letter should be sent anyway.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 After consideration of the two quotes that had been received in respect of work to be carried out to one of the beech trees on the village green, it was unanimously resolved to accept the quote of Chris Spokes on the basis that the work should be carried out by the end of February.

5.2 The Clerk reported that she and Cllr Herbert had been investigating the type of IT equipment to apply for under the Transparency Code.  Cllr Herbert queried whether the software had to be included in the monetary limit of £350 for a computer as it would be difficult to find a complete package under this budget.  Clerk to liaise with NCALC in this respect and it was agreed that application would be forwarded by next cut-off date of 8 November.  
5.3 The Clerk reported that, since the last meeting, she had advertised the vacancy for someone to clean the bus shelter and that she had had just one application from Ann Moss.  In consultation with the Chairman, Mrs Moss had been offered the position at a rate of £75 per annum so that it could be cleaned out as soon as possible which has now been done.
5.4 The Chairman reported that, as agreed, the Clerk had been making a note of the hours worked since April 2015 (being paid for any additional hours worked over and above her contracted hours during this period).  He confirmed that, based on the figures, the average number of hours worked over the 6 month period was approximately 26.5 per month and he recommended to the meeting that the Clerk’s monthly hours should be increased from 23.5 hours to 27 hours per month with effect from 1 November 2015.   The meeting unanimously resolved to accept his proposal.
6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

None

6.2 Planning Decisions

None
7
FINANCE

7.1  
Payments
The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque number

	Mrs C James – Salary October 2015
	209.23
	001155

	Mrs C James – Clerk’s Administration Expenses
	56.00
	001156

	E-on – Street light maintenance
	147.83
	001157

	E-on – Street light Electricity Charges – July/Sept 15
	620.89
	001158

	Ravensthorpe Village Hall – Hall Hire
	32.00
	001159


7.2
Income Received
The Clerk reported that the half yearly precept of £4,500 and bank interest of 80 pence had been received.

7.3      Balances at bank
The Chairman signed and approved the bank reconciliation for the period ended 30 September 2015. It was noted that balance at bank was £12,802.94.
7.4 Presentation of Half Year Income and Expenditure Account

The Clerk presented the income and expenditure account for the half year (previously circulated).  She confirmed that all income and expenditure was as expected but that there would be an overspend on electricity due to the unforeseen increase which had now come into effect.  It was agreed that Cllr Jones would liaise with the Clerk prior to the date of the next meeting to prepare a draft budget in order that consideration of the amount of Precept for 2016/17 could be decided upon at the November meeting.
7.5 Risk Assessment
The Chairman asked whether anyone had any queries regarding the risk assessment policy which had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.  It was noted that Cllr Jones, as internal checker, should not sign cheques.  It was unanimously resolved to accept the risk assessment policy which was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.
8 
CORRESPONDENCE 
8.1  
NCALC Update – September/October 2015 – noted

8.2
Daventry Local Development Scheme – noted

9 
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 
Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey had submitted her written assessment prior to the meeting.  She had reported that a slat on the picnic bench needed replacing.  Cllr Spring stated that he had inspected the bench and could not identify the problem.  Clerk to liaise with Mrs Peachey.
9.2 
Allotments – Cllr Worthington reported that there were no matters of concern.
9.3 
Highways – Cllr Marsh had nothing to report.  However, Cllr Spring queried whether anything could be done about the grass/mud/weeds encroaching onto the pavement areas by the new kerbside drops on the East Haddon Road and also the overgrown hedge and undergrowth on the pavement on Guilsborough Road opposite Little Lane.  He reported that it was impossible to use the footpaths in these areas with either a mobility scooter or pushchair consequently forcing users onto the road which was not satisfactory.  It was agreed that Clerk would report the matters to Street Doctor and that the Chairman/Cllr Worthington would have a word with the relevant householders re the overgrown hedges.

The Clerk reported that Highways had informed her that the safety bollard was now ‘in stock’ and work should commence shortly to install it at the bus shelter.
9.4 
Broadband – Cllr Herbert reported that Gigaclear were still on track to provide the service in November.
9.5 
Village Design Statement – Cllr Marsh reported that the illustrated draft document was almost completed and that he hoped it would be ready for approval by the Parish Council at the November meeting.    
9.6 
Trees – Cllr Herbert had nothing new to report.
10.
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA 

Precept for 2016/17

Meeting dates for 2016
Meeting closed at 9.25 pm
