RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 20 November 2015 at 8.00 pm
1.
OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present:  D Herbert, R Spring, J Matts, R Marsh, J Jones, M Worthington, 
N Carrington, E Connor and C James (Clerk)
1.2 Apologies: The Clerk confirmed that apologies had been received from the Chairman, S Holt.  In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Worthington nominated Cllr Matts to take the Chair for the meeting.  Her proposal was seconded by Cllr Spring and unanimously agreed.  Cllr Matts took the Chair.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:

Personal:  None.
Personal and Prejudicial: None.
2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 21 October 2015 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  
3   PUBLIC TIME
There were no members of the public present.

4  MATTERS ARISING

4.1 The Council considered the wording of the latest draft deed in respect of the granting of an easement from Church Gardens to the development plot in the Hollows.  Required amendments were agreed and the Clerk to inform the Council’s solicitors.

4.2 Clerk confirmed that she had submitted an application to the Transparency Fund for funds to purchase a laptop computer and scanner.  Decision will be made in late December with funds, if agreed, being paid to the Council in January.

4.3 Clerk confirmed that she had been informed that a letter had been sent to the householder in Orchard Close regarding the growth on the pavement in Guilsborough Road.  Cllr Spring reported that this had still not been addressed.  Clerk to ascertain what the householder had been requested to do by Highways.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 Cllr Jones explained to the Council the reasoning behind the draft budget which had been prepared in conjunction with the Clerk and had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting (see below).  It was unanimously agreed that an amount of £11,750 should be requested as the Precept amount for 2016-17.

Budget for 2016/17










       £

Estimated bank balance year ending 31 March 2016

  8621

Estimated Income 2016/17

Allotment/Pit Rents






    390

Bank Interest







        2

NCC Highways Mowing Allowance



    515

VAT refund







    750











10278

Expenditure 2016/17

Street Lighting/Maintenance


3200


NCALC membership plus Internal Audit

  470

Village Hall Rent for meetings


  225

Mowing Contract




4000

Insurance Premium



  
  400

External Audit



  
  120

Clerk’s Salary




3353

Clerk’s Expenses/Office Costs

  
  300

Councillor/ Clerk Training


  
  200

Annual Subscriptions


  
  100

Pocket Park Expenses


   
    50

Church Clock maintenance

 
  600

Cleaning Bus Shelter


    
    75

Gardening – The Bank



  100

Trees and hedges




  250

Allotment Water




    85

Election Expenses




  500

Village Design Statement



      0


Section 137





      0

Sundries





  500

Other Expenditure

Repairs to Street Lights



  500

TOTAL EXPENDITURE BUDGET      
         15028

15028

PROPOSED PRECEPT for 2016/17



11750

Estimated Bank Balance 2017/18

Reserves





3000


Contingency for Street Lights


4000
5.2 Cllr Worthington stated that Yiannis Pissas had now collected the notice board for Coton and was in process of erecting it on the grass verge in Coton as agreed.  It was unanimously agreed to pay his costs in this matter.

5.3 The Clerk confirmed that she had received notification from Highways that the grant for mowing the highways was £515.75.  It was unanimously agreed that she should prepare the necessary invoice to request payment.
5.4 The Clerk confirmed that, as part of her ongoing training, she would like to attend the NCALC course entitled ‘Code of Conduct’ at a cost of £34.  It was unanimously agreed that she could attend and claim her mileage costs for attendance.

5.5 It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council meeting dates for 2016 would be held at 8.00 pm on the third Wednesday of each month with the exception of August and December when no meeting would be held unless there was urgent business.  It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held on 20 April 2016 at 8.00 pm and that the Parish Council meeting would be held that evening at the earlier time of 7.00 pm.
6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

None

6.2 Planning Decisions

None
7
FINANCE

7.1  
Payments
The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:
	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – November salary
	221.62
	001160

	Mrs C James – December salary
	221.62
	001161

	HMRC – PAYE on Clerk’s salary – Oct/Dec 15
	163.20
	001162

	Mr C Giles – Pocket Park Expenses
	9.25
	001163

	Forever Green – Mowing 2 cuts
	604.80
	001164

	Mrs C James – Admin expenses – Nov/Dec 15
	36.00
	001165

	Anglian Water – Allotment Water
	31.07
	Direct debit


7.2
Income Received
None.

7.3      Balances at bank
The Chairman signed and approved the bank reconciliation for the period ended 31 October 2015. It was noted that balance at bank was £11,736.99.
8 
CORRESPONDENCE 
8.1  
The Council considered the email correspondence received from a parishioner in respect of the street light on the junction of High Street and Chequers Lane which was switched off.  It was agreed that the matter should be discussed as a business item at the January meeting with a view to making a decision as to whether to switch the light back on.  Clerk to inform parishioner.
8.2
The Council considered a letter from a parishioner which was addressed to the Playing Field Committee but copied to the Parish Council for information in respect of problems being encountered with the lime trees (subject to Tree Preservation Orders) in the Playing Field.  The Clerk had been forwarded a copy of the Playing Field Chairman’s response to the parishioner which indicated the matter was being considered at their Committee meeting later in the month. It was agreed that no further action was required by the Parish Council at the present time.
8.3
Clerks and Council Direct – hard copy available

8.4
Note from DDC on the new Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) – noted

8.5
Email from DDC re new Dog Fouling Enforcement Rules – Clerk confirmed that poster had been put in notice board advising of new rules.

8.6
Local Crime reports for October 2015 – noted

9 
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 
Pocket Park – No update available this month.
9.2 
Allotments – Cllr Worthington reported that there were no matters of concern.
9.3 
Highways – Cllr Marsh had nothing to report.  The subject of parking on the green in Bettycroft Close and causing damage to the grass was raised and it was agreed that the Clerk would arrange to put a notice in the next Village Newsletter asking residents and their visitors to refrain from parking and/or driving on the green areas in the village.
9.4 
Broadband – Cllr Herbert reported that the new fibre-optic broadband was now available to households that had signed up with Gigaclear.  The Chairman expressed the Parish Council’s thanks to Cllr Herbert for all his efforts in ensuring that this could happen. 
9.5 
Village Design Statement – Cllr Marsh provided each of the Councillors with a draft copy of the Statement and asked that any comments be reported back to him.  The Chairman expressed the Parish Council’s thanks to Cllr Marsh and the VDS team for all the work that had done to achieve this end result.

9.6
Trees – Cllr Herbert had nothing new to report but stated that he would shortly go out to carry out an inspection following the high winds that we had been experiencing although nothing had been reported to him.
10
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA

· Consideration to be given in respect of parishioner’s request to have street light at junction of High Street/Chequers Lane switched back on
· Consideration of waiting list for Allotment Gardens
· Consideration of Mowing contract tenders received
Meeting closed at 9.00 pm
