RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 20 January 2016 at 8.00 pm


1.	OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Present:  D Herbert, R Spring, J Matts, J Jones, N Carrington, E Connor and C James (Clerk)
1.2 Apologies: The Clerk confirmed that apologies had been received from the Chairman, S Holt.  In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Spring nominated Cllr Matts to take the Chair for the meeting.  His proposal was seconded by Cllr Herbert and unanimously agreed.  Cllr Matts took the Chair. 
Apologies were received and accepted from S Holt, M Worthington and R Marsh.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None.
Personal and Prejudicial: None.

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20 November 2015 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  

3   PUBLIC TIME

There were no members of the public present.

4  MATTERS ARISING

4.1 It was confirmed by the Chairman that the Deed of Easement had now been finalised and signed.  The Clerk confirmed that the sum of £15,000 had been received into the Parish Council’s bank account. It was agreed that the Chairman (Cllr Holt) would contact the Council’s solicitors to pass on concerns expressed by the Council as to the quality of the service received during the process.
4.2 Clerk confirmed that an amount of £431 had been received in respect of the successful bid made to the Transparency Fund and that a laptop computer and printer/scanner had now been purchased with the funds received.  
4.3 Clerk confirmed that the Maintenance Manager for Highways had responded to the query in respect of the possibility of clearing the weed growth and mud encroaching on the footpath on the Guilsborough Road by The Orchards to make it easier for mobility scooters/pushchairs to pass and he had stated that this would be dealt with by one of their gangs in due course.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 The Council considered the parishioner’s request to have street light number 25 at the junction of High Street and Chequers Lane switched back on.  After a discussion considering the advantages and disadvantages of doing so, a vote was taken and the majority decision was to leave the light switched off.  Clerk to inform parishioner of decision.



5.2 The Clerk provided further information in respect of the tenders received for the mowing contract (details of which had previously been circulated to Councillors). It was unanimously resolved to award the mowing contract for 2016-2018 to Stephen Hartwell.  Clerk to draw up contract which would, as previously, include a one year break clause for the benefit of both parties.
5.3 [bookmark: _GoBack]The Clerk confirmed that although she had tried on numerous occasions to contact Chris Spokes regarding the work required to the Beech Tree on the village green he had failed to respond.  The Council considered the other quotations received and it was unanimously resolved to offer the work to Maurice Fitch.  Chairman to speak to Mr Fitch to ensure that he would still wish to carry out the work and to report back to Clerk.
5.4 The Clerk confirmed that she had a waiting list of parishioners who wished to become allotment tenants. The matter was discussed to see what solutions might be found to increase the number of allotments available in the village.  It was agreed that, as the annual rental payment was due shortly and the Clerk would be writing to all tenants, that she should include a paragraph in her letter to ask if anyone would wish to share their allotment with one of the parishioners on the waiting list. Further action to be considered once all tenants had responded.
5.5 The Clerk confirmed that the Open Space Audit questionnaire still required completion and return to Nortoft Planning Consultants by the end of January.  Cllr Herbert confirmed that he had already replied in respect of the discrepancies on the map provided and it was agreed that the Clerk would complete and send back the written questionnaire.


6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

None

6.2 Planning Decisions

None

7	FINANCE

7.1  	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:

	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – January salary
	254.46
	001166

	Mrs C James – Clerks expenses
	24.68
	001167

	Purchase of Laptop and Scanner/Printer
	436.00
	001169

	E-On Street Light Electricity (Oct-Dec 15)
	632.94
	001170

	E-On Street Light Maintenance (Oct-Dec 15)
	147.83
	001171

	E-On Street Light Repair
	28.16
	001172

	DACT Transport – Annual subscription
	25.00
	001173

	Ravensthorpe Village Hall – hall hire
	20.00
	001174

	Yiannis Pannis – works on the noticeboard Coton
	130.00
	001175

	NCALC – training course fee
	34.00
	001176



7.2	Income Received

Pit rents of £90 and Transparency Fund allocation of £431 for the purchase of IT equipment and staff hours for its set-up were confirmed by the Clerk as being paid into the bank account.

7.3      Balances at bank
  	
The Chairman signed and approved the bank reconciliation for the period ended 31 December 2015. It was noted that balance at bank was £10,971.23.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1  	The Clerk confirmed that she had received a query from a parishioner in respect of the Parish Council’s role in relation to the approval of the planning application for The Firs, Little Lane.  This query had been dealt with by written correspondence following consultation with the Chairman and Cllr Worthington.
8.2	NCALC Update (Nov-Dec 2015) – previously circulated by email.
8.3	Parish Elections 2016 – Notification from DDC that Ravensthorpe Parish elections will be held on 5 May 2016 – previously circulated.
8.4	Crime reports for December – previously circulated.
8.5	NCC Public Consultation – Minerals and Waste Local Plan.  Cllr Herbert stated that have read the paper, there did not appear to be anything to concern the Parish with regards to gravel extraction in this area.
8.6	County Round-up – email from NCALC including information on defibrillators.
8.7	NCALC training opportunities – previously circulated
8.8	DDC – Minutes of Town and Parish Councils meeting held in December – previously circulated.

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey had provided a written report prior to the meeting to confirm that there were no issues of concern.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Worthington had provided a written report prior to the meeting to confirm that there were no matters of concern.
9.3 	Highways – The Clerk advised that she had received notification from Highways that surface dressing of the Ravensthorpe/Teeton/Spratton Road would be carried out during 2016 and that preparatory patching works would be seen taking place in the next 2-3 months.
9.4 	Broadband – Cllr Herbert reported that the majority of households in Ravensthorpe who had signed up for the Gigaclear service were now receiving it.  He stated that a number of households had not yet completed the direct debit information required although had originally signed up for the service and there were also a few households awaiting wayleave.
9.5 	Village Design Statement – in Cllr Marsh’s absence no new update available.
9.6	Trees – Cllr Herbert reported that he had received some complaints about work being carried out by a parishioner to lime trees in the Playing Field. However, as the works were to cut out new growth from the base then this was allowable.  Mr Venton, the Tree Preservation Officer at DDC, stated that previously the canopy had been cut too high.  With regard to another parishioner’s request for financial assistance in dealing with the lime trees overhanging their garden, Cllr Herbert confirmed that this was a matter for the Playing Field Committee to deal with and not the responsibility of the Parish Council.


10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA
	
· Parish Council elections – 5 May 2016
· Consideration as to whether PC should look into possibility of obtaining a defibrillator.
· Date of Annual Village Litter Pick
· Allotments
· Sandy Lane, Coton – state of road surface.


Meeting closed at 9.00 pm

