RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 17 February 2016 at 8.00 pm


1.	OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Present: S Holt (Chairman), R Spring, J Matts, N Carrington, E Connor, R Marsh, D Herbert (arrived 9.25 pm) and C James (Clerk)
1.2 Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from M Worthington, J Jones and D Herbert (arrived during the course of the meeting)
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None.
Personal and Prejudicial: None.

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20 January 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  

3   PUBLIC TIME

There were 13 members of the public present.  The Chairman asked which items on the Agenda they were interested in so that these matters could be forward to Public Time.

Mr Foss asked if he could have an update on the Village Design Statement (VDS).  Cllr Marsh advised the meeting that the VDS document would go before the Planning Committee at DDC on 15 April 2016 and following this there would be a six week consultation period.  The Chairman said that, now that the updated VDS had been lodged with DDC, he expected that it would be taken into account in future planning applications.

The majority of the members of public present stated that they were interested in the agenda item relating to the alterations to St Denys Church.  Cllr Matts confirmed to the meeting that the alterations (proposed installation of a toilet and new servery) had nothing to do with the Parish Council except for the consideration of any planning applications that came to it, however, due to concerns being raised by parishioners he had asked for the matter to be put on the agenda. The Chairman asked the members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) present to provide details of the proposed alterations and the process which the PCC had gone through so far to consult the village for the benefit of those present at the meeting.  Following a discussion when various parishioners had the opportunity to air their views, it was confirmed by Mr Johnstone (PCC) that open meetings would take place in March where the plans would be available and further discussion could take place.




Mr Reeve said he was at the meeting to highlight the problem of parking on the pavements in Ravensthorpe and the difficulty residents with mobility scooters were having in getting about.  The Chairman confirmed that although the PC were aware of the problem and had raised the matter recently in the Village Newsletter, it was not an easy problem to solve.

4  MATTERS ARISING

4.1 The Clerk confirmed that Stephen Hartwell had returned the signed mowing contract and that it was expected he would commence his first cut towards the end of March depending on the weather.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 The Chairman stated that it had been confirmed by the Elections Office at DDC that the election for Parish Council Councillors would take place on 5 May 2016.  Nomination papers would be available at a Briefing Session for prospective Councillors to be held at DDC’s office (The Lodge, Daventry) at 5.00 pm on 29 March 2016 and would also be available from the Clerk after this date.  The submission deadline for completed nomination papers, which must be delivered back to the Elections Office at DDC in person or by post, was confirmed as 7 April 2016.  It was agreed that the Clerk would arrange for notice to be put in the next edition of the Village Newsletter as well as advertising on the noticeboards.
5.2 The Chairman advised that a response to Daventry District’s Part 2 Local Plan was required by 11 March 2016.  It was agreed that all Councillors would read the documentation that had been forwarded to them by email and pass their comments directly to the Chairman so that he could co-ordinate a response to the questionnaire.
5.3 The Clerk advised that, in response to her recent letter to allotment tenants asking if anyone would be willing to share their plot, one tenant had replied that she would be willing to share.   After discussion, it was agreed that the tenancy agreement and responsibility for payment of the annual rental would remain with the existing tenant and that an informal arrangement should be made between the two parties concerned.  Situation to be reviewed.  It was also agreed that as there were still a number of parishioners on the waiting list for allotments, that local landowners would be contacted to see if they would be willing to sell a small parcel of land for a nominal amount to the Council for use as allotments.
5.4 Cllr Worthington had spoken to the Clerk prior to the meeting to say that the Women’s Institute were keen to be involved in a litter pick under the auspices of DDC’S ‘Clean for the Queen’ campaign to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday.  After discussion, it was agreed that the litter pick should take place on Saturday, 12 March 2016.  Volunteers to meet at the Village Hall at 10.00 am.  Women’s Institute to be informed of date and notice to be put on the noticeboards and in the Village Newsletter.
5.5 The possibility of purchasing a defibrillator was discussed following correspondence recently received on the subject.  Cllr Marsh stated that to be of any use, it would need to be used within 4 minutes of an emergency and as such he did not feel that it would be of any great benefit.  Following discussion, it was agreed that the Council would take no further action unless it received significant interest from parishioners.
5.6 Alterations to the Church were discussed under Public Time (see above).  It was further decided, after discussion, that the Chairman would send a letter to the Diocesan Advisory Committee to advise that concerns had been raised by parishioners about perceived lack of consultation by the PCC in the community in respect of the proposed alterations to St Denys Church

6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

DA/2016/0021. Coton Lodge, West Haddon Road, Guilsborough (Ravensthorpe Parish).  Listed Building consent for refurbishment of existing roof and associated repairs and alterations to curtilage Listed outbuilding.

No observations

DA/2016/0026. The Firs, Little Lane, Ravensthorpe.  Variation of conditions 3 & 10 of planning permission DA/2014/0374 (construction of detached dwelling and integral garage) for amended position of roof light windows and to enable clear glass to be fitted to ground floor windows in eastern elevation.

Observations as follows:

There were no observations in respect of the variation relating to the positioning of the roof light windows.

However, the Parish Council objects to the requested variation to replace the obscure glass in the ground floor windows on the eastern elevation with plain glass.  It can see no justification for this variation and would wish to see the original condition (10) complied with.


6.2 Planning Decisions

None

6.3 Planning Other

Appeal by Mr C Smith.  Allgreen Farm, West Haddon Road, Ravensthorpe.
Description:  Prior approval for change of use of agricultural building to two dwellings.

It was resolved that Clerk would re-send the original objections that had been forwarded to DDC in 2015 as follows:

As a rural Parish Council, we are sensitive to the general need for housing, evidenced by our support for the addition of 12 affordable houses in our own small village in recent years.  However, we are concerned that a number of applications are coming forward for individual dwellings to be placed in open agricultural land, and do not believe these are in the best interests of our community.
Whilst we understand that it is not a requirement that Parish Councils be consulted in such matters, we have commented in the past on several planning applications in respect of this particular piece of land, passing on concerns expressed to us by local residents - recent applications in 2012 and 2013 have sought to gain permission for, in our view, unsuitable use of this agricultural land (essentially for mixed commercial and residential purposes), and we see this latest application in the same light.

The Supporting Statement to this application details the relevant conditions and criteria that may be considered by the planning authority in these matters, and it may well be that, in this, the Statement is technically correct.

However, the third paragraph of the Summary to this Supporting Statement contends that the District is “failing to provide sufficient housing required by national policy”.

On 1 July last year, the Parish Council Chairman attended a training/briefing session on planning given by DDC for Parish Council representatives, during which it was clearly stated that the identified housing need for Daventry’s Rural Areas for the period from 2011-29 has already been met, and we therefore believe that it is entirely opportunistic for the applicant to suggest that “development of this site would provide a small but important contribution to housing numbers within the District”.

The fourth paragraph of the Summary goes on to instruct the reader in the definitions of “impractical” and “undesirable”, the latter being “harmful“ or “objectionable”.

The Parish Council strongly objects to this application, on the grounds that the permanent removal of agricultural land from agricultural use in a rural area where there is no objective requirement for the provision of dwellings seems to us to be wholly “objectionable”. 

7	FINANCE

7.1  	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:


	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – February salary
	238.14
	001177

	Mrs C James – Office expenses
	19.00
	001178

	Maurice Fitch Tree Works Ltd – Work on beech tree
	1320.00
	001179

	Epson Printer Cartridge 
	17.27
	001180

	Anglian Water – allotment water
	23.38
	Direct Debit





7.2	Income Received

The Clerk confirmed that as at the date of the meeting she had received payments amounting to £50 in respect of the annual rental payments for the allotments.

7.3      Balances at bank
  	
The Chairman signed and approved the bank reconciliation for the period ended 31 January 2016. It was noted that balance at bank was £24,238.51.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1  	NCALC Update January-February – previously circulated.
8.2	New edition of Good Councillor Guide – previously circulated
8.3	An email had been received from a parishioner asking the Parish Council whether they would be able to trim the trees in Guilsborough Road opposite The Orchards.  Cllr Herbert reported that the trees in question were in line with the hedge and either the house owners or Highways would be responsible not the Parish Council.  Clerk to advise parishioner.

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey had provided a written report prior to the meeting to confirm that there were no issues of concern.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Worthington had provided a written report prior to the meeting to confirm that there were no matters of concern.
9.3 	Highways – The Clerk stated that she had contacted Highways at the request of Cllr Jones about the state of the road surface in Sandy Lane, Coton.  She had been advised by Highways that this road was not a priority but that the potholes would be attended to during the next few months.
9.4	Village Design Statement – see Public Time above.
9.5	Trees – Cllr Herbert reported that the work on the beech tree on the Village Green had been carried out to a very high standard by Maurice Fitch.  He further reported that a tree subject to a TPO outside 33 Guilsborough Road needed a dead branch removed which was allowable under general maintenance.


10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA
	

Meeting closed at 9.50 pm

[bookmark: _GoBack]
