RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 16 March 2016 at 8.00 pm


1.	OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Present: J Matts, N Carrington, E Connor, R Marsh, J Jones, M Worthington and C James (Clerk) and two members of the public.
1.2 Apologies: The Clerk confirmed that apologies had been received from the Chairman, S Holt.  In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Matts proposed that Cllr Marsh take the Chair for the meeting and this was seconded by Cllr Worthington and unanimously resolved. Cllr Marsh took the Chair.  Apologies were received and accepted from S Holt, R Spring and D Herbert.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None.
Personal and Prejudicial: None.

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17 February 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  

3   PUBLIC TIME

Mr Michael Waller of Kingston Real Estate introduced himself and his colleague Mr Matthew Waller stating that they were acting as agents on behalf of the owner Lingles Farm on the West Haddon Road, Ravensthorpe and requested time to present to the Parish Council details of a proposed housing development on the site.  Mr Waller explained that the current contractors yard and associated land (in total amounting to 1.3 acres) was considered to be a brownfield site and suitable for residential housing.  He stated that the development would not include the current house and garden fronting the West Haddon Road which would remain as they are.  Two schemes were being considered, one for 9 houses (four/five bed detached homes) and one for a mixed development of 16 houses (10 private and 6 affordable homes/starter homes).  Draft plans of the two different proposals were shown to the Council.  Councillors were of the opinion that the mixed development would be better suited to needs of the village.  Mr Waller confirmed that a public presentation would be arranged in the village so that the views of the parishioners could be taken on board prior to submission of the planning application.  Cllr Marsh thanked Mr Waller for taking the time to provide details of the proposed planning application in advance of it being made. Michael and Matthew Waller left the meeting at this point.

4  MATTERS ARISING

4.1 The Clerk confirmed that 20 parishioners had assisted with the litter pick on 12 March and that she would put a notice up to thank those that had volunteered their time. 
4.2 The Clerk confirmed in the Chairman’s absence that he had responded to Daventry District’s Local Plan following consultation by email with all Parish Councillors.  Copy of his response to be circulated to Councillors.
4.3 The Clerk confirmed that she had put notices up in Ravensthorpe and Coton advising of the forthcoming Parish Council elections and had now received copies of the nomination papers to distribute.  A reminder was given about the meeting at DDC on 29 March 2016 for prospective candidates and Cllr Worthington said she would try and attend so that she could give feedback regarding the completion of the nomination papers.


5   BUSINESS

5.1 The Clerk confirmed that she had received full payment from all allotment tenants but had received only one offer from an existing tenant to enter into an informal arrangement to share her allotment with a parishioner on the waiting list which had now been organised.  Cllr Matts agreed to make some informal approaches to local landowners including pit tenants to see whether there was any possibility of obtaining additional land for new allotments even if only on a temporary basis.  

6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

DA/2016/0133. Ravensthorpe Playing Field, Teeton Road, Ravensthorpe – work to trees subject to Tree Preservation Order DA293.

No observations

6.2 Planning Decisions

None

6.3 Planning Other

Notification of potential application or housing development at Lingles Farm, West Haddon Road, Ravensthorpe.  

See Public Time above.  It was agreed that the matter would be included on the Agenda for the Annual Parish Meeting to be held on 20 April 2016.


7	FINANCE

7.1  	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:




	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – March Salary
	238.14
	[bookmark: _GoBack]001181

	HMRC – PAYE on Clerk’s salary (Jan to March 2016)
	182.40
	001182

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	32.57
	001183

	NCALC Training Course Fee 
	39.00
	001184

	Mr & Mrs Ellison – Gardening of Village Green Bank
	100.00
	001185

	Mrs A Moss – Cleaning of Bus Shelter
	65.00
	001186




7.2	Income Received

The Clerk confirmed she had received payments amounting to £260 in respect of the annual rental payments for the allotments.

7.3      Balances at bank
  	
The Chairman signed and approved the bank reconciliation for the period ended 29 February 2016. It was noted that balance at bank was £22,954.00

8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1  	Clerks and Councils Direct - March 2016 – hard copy available
8.2	CPRE Outlook – March 2016 – hard copy available
8.3	Email re consultation on the proposal by Northamptonshire County Council to amend the 2015 roadworks permit scheme – it was agreed that this did not affect Ravensthorpe/Coton.
8.4	Email from Rev Chris Peck regarding process for making alterations to St Deny Church – noted.  It was agreed that the Parish Council need have no further involvement in this matter.

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – No report available at the date of the meeting.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Worthington reported that all was satisfactory.
9.3 	Highways – Cllr Jones stated that he would be contacting Highways about the pot holes in the road leading from Coton to Guilsborough.
9.4	Village Design Statement – Cllr Marsh stated that there was nothing further to report until the VDS had been before the DDC Planning Committee in April
9.5	Trees – No report available at the date of the meeting.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA
	
	Welcome Pack for new residents
	Access to Churchyard from the Allotment Gardens
	

Meeting closed at 9.10 pm


