RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 20 April 2016 at 7.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: S Holt, J Matts, N Carrington, E Connor, R Marsh, J Jones (arrived 7.15 pm), M Worthington, D Herbert and C James (Clerk) and one member of the public
1.2 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from R Spring.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None
Personal and Prejudicial: Cllr Jones declared an interest in the planning application for Stone Cottage at 6.1 below.

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16 March 2016 were approved and signed by R Marsh (Chairman of that meeting) as correct.  

3   PUBLIC TIME

The member of public stated that she was present to observe only.

4  MATTERS ARISING

4.1 The Clerk confirmed that she had reported the mud and debris at the junction of Little Lane and the High Street to Street Doctor.  The site had been visited and it had been reported that work had been instructed to clear the footway gully within a period of 3 months.  In addition, the matter had been reported to DDC to see whether the road could be swept and a response was awaited.
4.2 Cllr Matts stated that he had now spoken to local landowners about the possibility of obtaining the use of some land for use as allotments and the request was being considered.
4.3 Cllr Matts stated that he had noted from the minutes of the Parochial Church Council that they were looking at improving the pedestrian access to the Churchyard from the allotment gardens and further information was awaited.


5   BUSINESS

5.1 It was unanimously resolved that the Parish Council should continue membership of Northamptonshire County Association of Local Councils (NCALC) and to pay the annual membership fee and the internal audit fee for 2016/2017.
5.2 It was unanimously resolved to pay the AON annual insurance premium as the Parish Council had entered into a three year long-term agreement and this was the second year of that agreement.
5.3 It was unanimously resolved to accept the offer from Tesco Community Task Force who had volunteered to clean all street signs during the summer.


6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

DA/2016/0216 Stone Cottage, Coton (Ravensthorpe Parish) – Detached garage building with room over.

No observations

6.2 Planning Decisions

None


7 FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:	


	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – April salary
	238.14
	001187

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	27.10
	001188

	Stephen Hartwell – Mowing (2 cuts)
	960.00
	001189

	E-on Street Light Electricity charges (Jan-Mar 16)
	626.06
	001190

	E-on Street Light Maintenance (Jan-Mar 16)
	147.83
	001191

	NCALC – Membership/Audit Fee for 2016/17
	469.14
	001192

	AON – Annual Insurance Premium 2016/17
	413.14
	001193




7.2	Income Received

The Clerk confirmed that a payment of £515.75 in respect of the Highways Mowing allowance had been received into the bank in respect of the 2015 season.

7.3      Transfer of Funds
  	
It was resolved that funds amounting to £150 incorrectly credited by Northants County Council to the Parish Council bank account should be transferred to the bank account of Ravensthorpe Village Hall as requested by NCC.

7.4	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the year ended 31 March 2016.  Balance at bank was £22,424.61


8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1  	NCALC Update March/April 2016 – noted - previously circulated by email
8.2	A letter, addressed to the Chairman, from Daventry CAB making a request for funding for the assistance it had given to a number of parishioners in 2014/15 was discussed. Matter be put on the Agenda for the May meeting in order that the amount of the donation could be agreed.

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey had provided her report confirming that there were no matters of concern.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Worthington reported that all was satisfactory.
9.3 	Highways – Cllr Marsh had nothing to report.  Discussions took place about the numerous pot holes in the local roads but it was agreed that it was up to individuals to report these through Street Doctor should they wish to do so.
9.4	Village Design Statement – Cllr Marsh stated that the VDS had been considered by DDC Planning Committee and approved on 14 April.  The VDS was now subject to a final public consultation (the period of which was 22 April to 6 June 2016).  Details available on the DDC website.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Marsh and his group of volunteers for all the hard work that had been put in to achieve the approval of the VDS.
9.5	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated all was satisfactory.  

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA
	
	Welcome Pack for new residents
	Plastic tree protectors in Millenium Wood
	Dog fouling in Ravensthorpe 
	Mowing/Strimming under benches
	Vacancy for Councillor for Coton Ward
	Request for donation from Daventry CAB

	

Meeting closed at 8.00 pm
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