RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 22 June 2016 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman) S Holt, J Matts, N Carrington, E Connor, J Jones, M Worthington, D Herbert and C James (Clerk) and two members of the public
1.2 Apologies:  None
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None
Personal and Prejudicial: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18 May 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  

3   PUBLIC TIME

The members of public present stated they wished to discuss the letter they had sent to the Council in respect of the proposed development off The Hollows as detailed in item 6.3.  It was agreed to bring forward this item to public time.  It was explained that the deadline for commencement of the development was October 2016 and there were concerns about the no dig road across land owned by the parishioners and the Parish Council which was designed to protect the tree roots of a tree subject to a TPO.  As yet no contact had been made by the new owner of the plot (as it had recently been sold) with either the parishioners in the Hollows or the Parish Council.  It was agreed that both parties would separately write to the solicitors acting for the purchaser (if their details could be obtained from the selling agents) to express concerns and asked to be kept informed of any works commencing at the site.

4  MATTERS ARISING

4.1 Cllr Connor confirmed that a parishioner resident in Coton was interested in becoming a Parish Councillor for that ward but, unfortunately, was unable to attend that evening to observe procedures as she had hoped and instead would come to the next meeting in July with a view to being co-opted in September.
4.2 The Clerk stated that she had forwarded details of a new campaign being run by DDC in respect of trying to combat dog fouling in public places.  The scheme was due to start at the beginning of September and be a co-ordinated campaign with a number of other parishes.  DDC would provide posters, literature, etc, as part of the scheme.  Cllr Connor agreed to the be the nominated person to use the spray and report back to DDC. Clerk to liaise with DDC.
4.3 The Clerk confirmed that the Manager of Top Ardles Wood had been in touch and the contractor would be placing a cage by the side entrance to the wood on his next visit in July for the collection of plastic tree protectors.
4.4 The Chairman stated that he had yet to draft an article for the Village Newsletter in respect of the £15,000 available to the village following the sale of the easement through the Allotment Gardens but would try to do so the next edition.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 It was unanimously resolved that the Parish Council should continue with the Financial Regulations that had previously been adopted in 2012 but with an additional section being added in respect of internet banking.  Clerk to liaise with Cllr Holt regarding the amendments to be made.
5.2 It was unanimously resolved that the Parish Council would continue with the current Standing Orders but that they should be revised to exclude the existing section regarding recording of meetings as this was now allowed to take place without the permission of the Council. Clerk to liaise with Cllr Holt regarding the amendments to be made.
5.3 It was unanimously resolved that the Clerk’s pay scale be moved to SCP22 with effect from 1 June 2016 as part of her annual staff appraisal and also to adopt the pay increase as detailed in the National Salary Award for 2016-18 for local government employees (backdated to 1 April 2016).
5.4 It was unanimously agreed to continue the Parish Council’s membership of CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England) and it was resolved to make the payment of £36 in respect of the annual subscription.
5.5 The Chairman stated that he had been investigating the cost of printing 200 copies of the Village Design Statement once it had final approval and anticipated the cost to be between £200 and £500.  He agreed he would get some sample copies done for consideration by the Council.
5.6 Cllr Holt stated that he had attended the Town and Parish Councils Liaison meeting.  He stated that the Police had informed local Councils that there would be less of a physical presence and people should look to the website for further information.  In addition, information was given about the interactive service available through the DDC website in respect of reporting problems (such as uncollected waste).  
5.7 Cllr Holt said that he had now spoken to Mr Reader with respect to carrying out ad-hoc work on behalf of the Parish Council to maintain the 3 benches outside the village including strimming of grass/weeds in their vicinity.  He was now awaiting details of the cost of carrying out this work.  Cllr Worthington confirmed that Cliff Giles had possession of the Parish Council’s strimmer to carry out work in the Pocket Park but that the strimmer was available for other Parish tasks when required.
5.8 It was unanimously resolved that the Council would pay for the training costs for the Chairman and the Clerk to attend forthcoming courses (Chairmanship and Allotments) organised by NCALC.


6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

None

6.2 Planning Decisions

None

6.3 Planning Other

Correspondence received from parishioners regarding proposed development off The Hollows DA/2013/0634 and DA/2013/0640.

See Public Time above


7 FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:	


	Payee
	Amount
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – June salary
	    221.62
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	     18.00
	Online

	Stephen Hartwell – Mowing (2 cuts)
	    960.00
	        Online

	HMRC – PAYE (April to June)
	    170.20
	001198

	Ravensthorpe Village Hall – Room hire
	      32.00
	      001199

	Daventry Citizens Advice Bureau - donation
	      50.00
	001200

	CPRE – Annual membership
	      36.00
	      001201

	Anglian Water – Allotment Water
	        7.05
	Direct Debit




7.2	Income Received

None

7.3	VAT Return

The Clerk confirmed that she had submitted the VAT return claiming a refund of £1,345.51 and had just received a remittance advice from HMRC confirming that the funds were being transferred to the Council’s bank account.

7.4	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the year ended 31 May 2016.  Balance at bank was £24,997.61.
	
7.5	Report on Parish Council’s Laptop

	Cllr Herbert confirmed that following difficulties encountered with broadband 
Access/speed by the Clerk on the Council’s laptop, he had carried out various checks and maintenance on 21 May 2016 including a check for viruses.  All satisfactory.



8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1  	NCALC Update May/June 2016 – noted - previously circulated by email
8.2	Notification received from E-on in respect of increase in deemed contract rates for electricity charges (street lights)
8.3	Footpath Report from Mr Peachey (Footpath Warden) – previously circulated by email.
8.4	Monthly ASB/Crime reports – previously circulated by email.


9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey had provided her report confirming that there were no matters of concern.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Worthington provided an annual risk assessment report and gave details of the quotes she had received in respect of cutting down a dead elder tree and trimming back the hedge bordering Kildonian.  It was unanimously agreed to offer the tree work to TMD Tree Services at a cost of £140.  With regard to the hedge it was agreed that the Chairman would contact the owner of Kildonian to see whether a contribution to the cost of cutting the hedge was appropriate.
9.3 	Highways – Cllr Matts commented on the improvements that had been carried out to the road between Ravensthorpe and Guilsborough ahead of the Women’s Cycle Tour.
9.4	Village Design Statement – see item 5.5 above.
9.5	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated all was satisfactory.  

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA
	
	
	

Meeting closed at 9.30 pm
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