RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 18 May 2016 at 8.00 pm



All Councillors signed declarations of acceptance of office prior to the start of the meeting.

1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Election of Chairman.  Cllr Stephen Holt stated that he wished to stand down as Chairman as he had now served 7 years in that role.  Cllr Worthington proposed and Cllr Herbert seconded the appointment of Cllr Richard Marsh as Chairman.  It was unanimously resolved to appoint Cllr Marsh who then signed the declaration of acceptance of office as Chairman.  The Council then thanked Cllr Holt for his service to the Council as Chairman over the last 7 years.

Cllr Marsh then took the Chair.

1.2 Election of Vice Chairman.  Cllr Worthington proposed and Cllr Connor seconded the appointment of Cllr Holt as Vice Chairman. Cllr Holt said he that he would be happy to serve in this position for a period of one year in order to assist the newly appointed Chairman but he hoped someone else would feel able to take this role at the next Annual Meeting.

1.3 Acceptance of Declarations of Office.  All Councillors’ declaration of acceptance of office forms were duly signed by the Clerk as the Proper Officer.

1.4 Present:  R Marsh, S Holt, J Matts, N Carrington, E Connor, J Jones, M Worthington, D Herbert and C James (Clerk) 

1.5 Apologies:  There were no apologies.

1.6 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None
Personal and Prejudicial: Cllr Jones declared an interest in the planning decison 
for Stone Cottage at 6.2 below.

1.7 Adoption of Standing Orders:  It was unanimously agreed that a copy of the current standing orders would be circulated again by the Clerk for review by Councillors for adoption with any required revisions at the June meeting.

1.8 Consideration of Adoption of Revised Financial Regulations:  After 
discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk would circulate the new revised financial regulations received from NCALC and a copy of those adopted by the Council in 2012 for review by Councillors with a view to adopting a revised version at the June meeting.


1.9 Appointment of Officers and other Representatives
The following appointments were agreed:
Internal Checker:  Cllr Jones
Bank Signatories: Cllrs Holt, Matts and Jones.  Clerk to arrange for a mandate for next meeting to add Chairman to signatories.
Planning Co-ordinator:  Cllr Connor.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Worthington, on behalf of the Council, for the work she had carried out over a number of years in this role.
Grass Cutting Officer: Clerk
Highways Officer:  Cllr Matts
Tree Warden: Cllr Herbert
Village Hall/Playing Field liaison: Cllr Worthington
Allotments:  Cllr Carrington
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator: Glyn Lewis
Footpath Warden: John Peachey
Pocket Park Co-ordinator: Liz Peachey
Snow Officers: Cllr Matts and Cllr Jones

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20 April 2016 were approved by the meeting and signed by Cllr Holt (Chairman of that meeting) as correct.  

3   PUBLIC TIME

There were no members of public present.

4  MATTERS ARISING

4.1 Cllr Matts stated that his enquiries with local landowners in respect of the possibility of the Parish Council purchasing/leasing a small parcel of land adjacent to the village for use as additional allotments were ongoing and he hoped to report back with some favourable news later in the summer.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 The Clerk confirmed that following the recent election process, there remained a vacancy on the Parish Council for a Councillor to represent Coton.  Cllr Worthington stated that she knew someone who worked in Coton who might be interested and would speak to her. Clerk confirmed that the vacancy was advertised on the Coton noticeboard.
5.2 Cllr Worthington stated that she had been liaising with the Women’s Institute who confirmed that they did give out a welcome pack to any new resident they became aware of.  It was agreed that it would be informative for new residents if they were also given a copy of the latest Village Design Statement once it had been approved together with a covering letter from the Parish Council.  Chairman to organise.
5.3 The Clerk stated that following contact with the manager responsible for the upkeep of the Millenium Wood, it had been confirmed that their contractor would be placing a cage in a convenient location for the collection of all the loose plastic tree protectors.  Cllr Connor said that once it was in place she would perhaps look to organise a litter pick for the school children in the holidays. 
5.4 The problem of dog fouling in public places in Ravensthorpe was discussed.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact DDC to join their campaign which included provision of fluorescent spray to highlight dog poo and hopefully embarrass the offending dog owners to clear up after their dogs.  Cllr Connor agreed to be the contact point and be responsible for taking any actions that were required.
5.5 The Clerk reported that Cliff Giles, who had previously volunteered to strim the grass and weeds growing around the benches on the outskirts of the village, wished to relinquish that role. Cllr Holt agreed to arrange for the return of the Council’s strimmer from Cliff and to contact a local tradesman to see who much he would charge to carry out this task including possible maintenance of the benches as and when required.
5.6 Further to the receipt of a letter from Daventry Citizens Advice Bureau requesting funds for the assistance it had given to parishioners, it was unanimously resolved to donate the sum of £50.  Clerk to raise cheque for June meeting.
5.7 The Clerk stated that she would be unavailable to take the minutes on 15 June.  The Chairman agreed that this was a difficult date for him too so it was unanimously resolved to change the date of the meeting to 22 June. Clerk to book Village Hall for the new date.
5.8 The Clerk stated that NCALC had confirmed that the Transparency Fund was open for new bids for funds for 2016/17.  It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk should bid for one hour of staff time per month to enable her to comply with the Transparency Code.
5.9 A discussion took place as to how to consult parishioners in respect of the £15,000 payment received for the sale of the easement through the allotment gardens.  It was agreed that the Chairman would write an article giving a few possible suggestions for projects for inclusion in the next Village Newsletter and asking parishioners to respond with their own ideas.  Once suggestions were received, it was thought that three options could be selected by the Council to be voted on by parishioners with monies being allocated accordingly to the proportion of votes received.

6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

None

6.2 Planning Decisions

DA/2016/0026 – The Firs, Little Lane, Ravensthorpe – Variation of conditions 3 and 10 of planning permission DA/2014/0374 for amended position of roof light windows and to enable clear glass to be fitted to ground floor windows in eastern section.

Permission refused



DA/2016/0216 Stone Cottage, Coton (Ravensthorpe Parish) – Detached garage building with room over.

Permission granted


7 FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment by online bank transfer.

	Payee
	Amount

	Mrs C James – May salary
	221.62

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	24.60

	Stephen Hartwell – Mowing (1 cut)
	480.00

	AON Annual Insurance Premium*
	413.41

	Cartridge Inks for Printer – (Mrs C James re-imburse)
	52.80




*The Clerk brought to the meetings’ attention that the cheque raised for AON at the April meeting was for the incorrect amount and had been cancelled (£413.14 instead of £413.41).

7.2	Income Received

The Clerk confirmed that the payment of £5,875 in respect of the half year precept had been received into the bank account.

7.3      Balance at Bank
  	
The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 30 April 2016.  Balance at bank was £26,197.09.

7.4	Approval of Annual Return for Year Ended 31 March 2016

Cllr Jones confirmed that he had carried out internal checks on the accounts and had found everything to be satisfactory.  

The Clerk reported that the internal audit had been carried out on 11 May 2016 and a copy of the auditor’s report stating that there were no significant issues arising from the audit was presented to the meeting.  The Clerk produced the Annual Return document for completion and approval of Sections 1 and 2.  It was unanimously resolved to approve the annual governance statement and accounting statements and the Chairman and Clerk signed the document where required.  Clerk to forward to BDO by due date.




8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1  	Clerks and Councils Direct – May issue – hard copy available
8.2	Town and Parish Councils Liaison Meeting - 16 June 2016 – Cllr Holt said he would attend if possible.
8.3	TTRO (16/17) 074, High Street, Ravensthorpe.  Notification of road closure for 3 days from 18 July 2016 to allow works to water main.

.
9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Clerk stated that Mrs Peachey had not yet provided her report as she had been away.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Worthington reported that together with Cllr Herbert she had carried out an inspection of allotments including the trees.  It had been noted that the hedge bordering Kildonian needed cutting back and a dead elder tree needed to be removed.  Cllr Worthington to make contact with Jeff Gould to see how much he would charge to do the work.  In addition, it was noted that a large hole had appeared in the Churchyard wall bordering the allotments due to a partial collapse.  Clerk to contact the PCC to make them aware of the potential safety hazard.
9.3 	Highways – The Chairman had nothing new to report. It was noted by the meeting that a number of road closures were taking place locally whilst the roads were being re-surfaced.
9.4	Village Design Statement – The Chairman stated that once the VDS had been given approval, consideration would need to be given by the Council as to how many copies to print off.  He stated that, in the meantime, he would make enquiries into the costs involved.
9.5	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that the work that had been carried out to the lime trees in the Playing Field had been completed to everyone’s satisfaction. 

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA
	
	Adoption of Standing Orders
	Adoption of Financial Regulations
	Review of Clerk’s Salary
	Dog Fouling 
	Village Design Statement – printing hard copies



	

Meeting closed at 9.45 pm
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