RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 20 July 2016 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman) S Holt, J Matts, N Carrington, E Connor, M Worthington, D Herbert and C James (Clerk)
1.2 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr J Jones
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None
Personal and Prejudicial: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22 June 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  

3   PUBLIC TIME

There were no members of public present 

4  MATTERS ARISING

4.1 Cllr Connor confirmed that the parishioner resident in Coton was still interested in becoming a Parish Councillor for that ward but, due to holiday commitments, was unable to attend that evening to observe procedures.  She would attend in September. 
4.2 The Clerk confirmed that she had now signed up the Council to take part in the new campaign being run by DDC in respect of trying to combat dog fouling in public places and would await the delivery of relevant documentation and spray paint for which Cllr Connor would be responsible.
4.3 The Clerk confirmed that a wooden cage had now been erected in Top Ardles Wood for the collection of plastic tree protectors.
4.4 The Chairman stated that he had now drafted an article for the Village Newsletter in respect of the £15,000 available to the village following the sale of the easement through the Allotment Gardens and this would appear in the next edition.  Any ideas to be forwarded by email to the Parish Clerk.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 Cllr Holt stated that he had now spoken with Mr Reader who was willing to strim under the 3 benches outside of the village boundary and also to maintain all village benches as and when required.  He agreed to carry out such work at a rate of £20 per hour.  It was unanimously resolved Cllr Holt should agree with Mr Reader the works required: strimming once every 3 weeks during the growing season and an assessment of the work to be carried out to the benches before the winter (eg re-oiling/painting).
5.2 Cllr Carrington stated that concerns had been raised by parishioners regarding the problem of speeding traffic through the High Street in particular and other areas of the village.  A discussion took place about the various options that might be looked into.  It was agreed that Cllr Carrington would research matters and also contact Ian Boyes of Highways to find out what might be possible including the use of speed cameras, etc.  It was generally agreed that the 30 mph speed limit was too fast for the conditions in the High Street (ie sharp bends, narrow road, school children at bus stops and parked cars) and a reduction to 20 mph should be considered.
5.3 The Chairman stated that having read the DCC Housing Implementation Strategy consultation document, he did not think there was much of relevance to Ravensthorpe.  However, it was agreed he would provide a short response on behalf of the Council.


6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

DA/2016/0526 Guilsborough Lodge, Teeton Road, Guilsborough (Ravensthorpe Parish) – relocation of existing stables

In the absence of paper plans being received by the Clerk and unavailable online which would identify where the stables were to be relocated, it was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Planning Officer for more information to be passed to Cllrs Connor/Worthington for further consideration.

6.2 Planning Decisions

None

6.3 Planning Other

Cllr Connor gave further information to the Council following her examination of the deeds relating the Allotment Gardens.  It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk would write to the seller’s solicitors in respect of the development plot off The Hollows to ensure that the new purchaser’s attention was drawn to the fact that the Council’s permission would be required by any developers to access the plot over land belonging to the Council and to alert them to the fact that it was a condition of the title deeds that the mesh fencing bordering the footpath must remain in place.

6.4 Notification of Potential Planning Application in Coton

The Council considered a letter received from Milliken & Co (Chartered Surveyors) in respect of a proposed planning application for a pair of semi-detached cottages on a small plot in Coton.  It was agreed that the Clerk would respond thanking them for the advance notice and drawing their attention to the Village Design Statement available to view on the Village website.





7 FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:	


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – July salary
	    258.71
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	      25.50
	Online

	Stephen Hartwell – Mowing (2 cuts)
	    480.00
	        Online

	E-on – Street light electricity charges (Apr-Jun)
	    626.30
	001202

	Ravensthorpe Village Hall – Room hire
	     42.00
	001203     

	E-on – Street light maintenance (Apr-Jun)
	    147.83
	001204

	D P Thomason (TMD Tree Services) – tree removal
	      140.00
	001205     

	Cllr Connor - Expenses
	       9.30
	Online




7.2	Income Received

	The Clerk reported that £127.56 had been received following a successful bid to 
	the Transparency Fund.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the year ended 31 May 2016.  Balance at bank was £24,997.61.
	
7.4	Changes to Bank Mandate

The Clerk stated that she now had the new mandate forms from NatWest to add the Chairman as a signatory and to remove Mr Spring.  However, all existing signatories needed to sign the mandate and, in the absence of Cllr Jones, the matter would have to wait until the September meeting for a resolution to be made.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1  	Clerks and Councils Direct – July issue – hard copy available
8.2	Letter from Daventry CAB thanking Council for donation – hard copy available
8.3	Letter from The Pensions Regulator notifying Council of staging date of 1 July 2017 – passed to Chairman
8.4	Monthly ASB/Crime reports for June 2015 – previously circulated by email
8.5	DDC Local Code of Conduct for Members – 2015/16 issues digest – circulated by email.


9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey had provided her report confirming that there were no matters of concern apart from the pond.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Worthington reported that the tree had now been removed and was pleased with the work done by Mr Thomason.  The Chairman stated that he had looked at the hedge bordering Kildonian and felt that it was the Council’s responsibility to deal with it.  It was agreed he would contact Mr Ellison to see whether he would be interested in carrying out the work required later in the year on behalf of the Council.
[bookmark: _GoBack]9.3 	Highways – Cllr Matts stated that he had nothing to report.  The Clerk confirmed that she had notified Street Doctor about a hole that had appeared in the pavement in front of 8 The High Street close to the junction with Little Lane.  It was agreed she would chase up urgent action with Highways in respect of this fault and also continue to chase for the work to be done to the manhole cover on the corner of Bettycroft Close which had previously been reported.
9.4	Village Design Statement – the Chairman stated that the public consultation period had ended and the matter would go before the Planning Committee on 15 September and, if passed, would then be considered by the Strategy Group in October.
9.5	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated all was satisfactory.  

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA
	
	Speeding
	Bank Mandate
	Dog Fouling
	
	

Meeting closed at 9.10 pm


