RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF EXTRAORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 18 August 2016 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), J Matts, N Carrington, M Worthington, D Herbert, C James (Clerk) and 8 members of the public
1.2 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs S Holt and E Connor.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None
Personal and Prejudicial: None

2   PUBLIC TIME

The Chairman welcomed the members of the public to the meeting.  It was established that Mr Foss wished to speak about the Village Design Statement (VDS) and that some of the other parishioners present wished to speak about the Planning Application.

Mr Foss asked if the Chairman could clarify the current situation regarding the revised VDS and it was resolved that this item would be brought forward into Public Time.

The Chairman confirmed that, as Chairman of the Steering Group, he had received notification from Jane Parry of the Planning Department at Daventry District Council (DDC) stating that they were not happy that, under the proposed revised VDS, the fields along the Guilsborough Road were no longer included as open spaces as they had been in the 1999 VDS.  DDC had stated that this was contrary to the responses that had been given by parishioners when they had completed the VDS questionnaire -  96% had considered open spaces to be important and that there was no mandate to revise the open spaces. The Chairman informed the meeting that the fields had only been removed as new areas had been included as open spaces in the current VDS which had been considered to be more important.

Following the notification from DDC, the VDS Review Group held a meeting and it was agreed that there was no justification for removing the fields on the Guilsborough Road and it was, therefore, agreed to reinstate them to the VDS as open spaces.   The Group felt the revised VDS to be important to the village and did not want to risk it being turned down. The Chairman confirmed that the changes that had been made were available to view on the Village Website (www.ravensthorpe.me.uk)

Jane Parry had since confirmed to the Chairman that DDC were pleased to see the changes and that there was the possibility that a further 6 week formal consultation period may be necessary and he would be informed in the next week.

Mr Foss said he was unhappy with this decision and felt that he was being unfairly treated by the Planning Officers as the notification had come after the end of the Consultation process which ended on 6 June 2016 at which time it would appear that no-one had made any comments about the removal of the fields on the Guilsborough Road as open spaces from the revised VDS.

Cllr Matts said that the matter was between Mr Foss and the Planning Department and not the Parish Council and suggested that it might be more appropriate for Mr Foss to look into making a complaint to DDC.

The Chairman then asked who would like to speak about the Planning Application.  

Mr Harrison said he had an interest in the application as the proposed new stable block would be positioned along the boundary of his garden.  He stated that he had concerns about the visual impact that the large building would have as there was no indication in the plan of any screening.  In addition, he was worried about the disturbance that could be caused by potentially 4 different horse owners attending the premises (there being 4 loose boxes) in terms of noise, light pollution and the problems of the muck/waste disposal which had not been detailed on the application. He had concerns that only one parking space had been provided for but clearly there was a likelihood that more vehicles would be attending the premises and in the case of horse lorries/trailers possibly parked there on a permanent basis.   He stated that the line of the current footpath would be affected by the building.  Mr Harrison also said that his enquiries had revealed that the area in question had been designated a Special Landscape Area and was for agricultural use only and that a change of use would be required for equestrian activities which would not be allowed under EN39.

Mr Johnstone stated he wished to object to the positioning of the stable building as being too close to parishioners’ houses which would cause unnecessary problems for them.  He stated that the building should be re-located closer to the gate entrance on the Coton Road as had been the case with a previous application but for a smaller building.

Mr Rees stated that there was a gateway entrance to the field behind his property at the side of the proposed new building and, although he had no right of way, he was concerned that it would become blocked should the application go ahead with the stable building in the proposed location.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ms Beswick stated that, whilst she had no particular objections to the application for stabling facilities as she had a horse herself, she was concerned about the impact this might have in respect of applications for potential housing development in the future.







3  BUSINESS

3.1 Village Design Statement update

See Public Time above

4   PLANNING

4.1 Planning Applications

DA/2016/0729 – Land adjacent to 7 Coton Road, Ravensthorpe, NN6 8EG – Construction of four loose boxes and fodder store, gravel track and hardstanding.

Following consideration of the comments made by parishioners and of the paper plans presented at the meeting, the Council made the following observations in respect of this application:

The Parish Council objects to the application on the following grounds:

a. The development would be contrary to EN1 and EN39 as the site is one that has been designated as a Special Landscape Area by DDC and of particular significance to the village character in the revised Village Design Statement.
b. The development would cause unnecessary disturbance to adjacent properties (noise, waste and light pollution)
c. The access to the site/field is on a blind bend and would cause difficulties
d. There are already considered to be sufficient livery facilities for horse owners in the immediate area


5. 	FINANCE

5.1	Accounts to be paid

	The following payments were authorised to be paid by online bank transfer:

	
	PAYEE
	Amount

	Mrs C James – August Salary
	238.30

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	24.60

	Stephen Hartwell – Mowing (2 cuts)
	960.00

	Northants CALC – Training Course Fee
	39.00




	
Meeting closed at 8.40 pm


