
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 21 September 2016 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman) S Holt, J Matts, N Carrington, E Connor, M Worthington, D Herbert, J Jones and C James (Clerk).  Cllr Micklewright (arrived 8.15 pm) and 8 members of the public were also present.
1.2 Apologies: None
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  The Chairman declared a conflict of interest as he was Chairman of the Village Design Statement (VDS) Steering Group and that he should step down from the Chair when the VDS item was discussed.
Personal and Prejudicial: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20 July 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  
2.2 The Minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 18 August 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.

3   PUBLIC TIME

It was clarified that the members of the public were present for the VDS item and for the development in the Hollows.

It was agreed that Cllr Matts would take the Chair for the discussion in respect of the VDS matters which he did.  

He asked the members of the public present whether they would like to say anything.  Mr Spring asked for clarification as to what the current situation was in respect of the VDS.  Cllr Marsh explained that the Planning Department of DDC were not happy that the designated open spaces on the Guilsborough Road which had been included in the 1999 VDS had been removed from the current VDS.  DDC had said that a significant proportion of parishioners felt the preservation of open space to be important to the village and that there was no justification for removing these areas from the current draft.  As a consequence, the VDS steering group re-instated the areas into the draft plan as if the VDS were not accepted, Cllr Marsh explained that the planning department would just go back to the 1999 version as supplementary planning guidance.  Cllr Marsh confirmed that a second consultation period had started and that members of the public were encouraged to put forward their individual views to DDC on the specific subject of open spaces in the village.

Mr Foss stated that he had been informed that only 5 responses had been received in respect of the first consultation although on what aspects of the statement it was not clear.  He stated that he felt it unfair that the views of the village were being overridden by the views of the Planning Department and asked why they had changed their minds since reading the first draft.  Cllr Marsh stated that this was the first time the Planning Department had seen the VDS explain that previously he had had only an exploratory meeting with a member of the Planning Department.  It was further confirmed by Cllr Marsh that the planning department was just one view and it was the Strategy Group that would have the final say.

Mr Foss asked whether the Parish Council would be prepared to put a view forward in respect of the matter.

Cllr Matts confirmed that when it was decided to revisit the VDS, the VDS Steering Group had been given autonomy by the Parish Council to prepare the VDS without the need to request input from the Council.

Cllr Matts closed the matter for public comments and asked Councillors whether they wished to put forward a joint response to the consultation as a Parish Council.  It was unanimously agreed that individuals should make they own comments to DDC and that the Parish Council should remain independent.

Cllr Matts then stepped down and Cllr Marsh took the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.

The Chairman asked the other members of the public present whether they wished to speak about the development in The Hollows.

Mr Ellison stated that a meeting had taken place between the developer, members of the Parish Council and Mr Venton and asked whether there had been any subsequent agreement in writing as to what had been discussed.

The Chairman confirmed that apart from an email sent by the developer confirming the type of temporary roadway he intended to use over the protected tree roots, which all parties had received, nothing had been forthcoming from DDC.

Cllr Matts confirmed that small variations to planning would not necessarily be passed through formal planning channels.

Cllr Herbert confirmed that he had inspected the roots of the ash tree subject to a TPO following some clearance work on the site but these remained undamaged

Mr Mackay stated that there was an agreement in the original planning application that tree guards should be placed around 2 trees subject to TPO’s which bordered his property (Kildonian).  In addition, protective fencing should be put up to protect existing hedges, etc.  He stated that, to date, although some works had been started by the developer these conditions had not been adhered to.

It was agreed that the Parish Council would send a letter to the developer (copy to Mr Venton) requesting further written clarification of what he proposed to do in respect of protecting trees, hedges, etc in accordance with the planning conditions.

District Councillor Micklewright introduced himself to the meeting.  He informed the meeting that he had recently attended a meeting organised by the new Police Commissioner for Northamptonshire regarding the new draft policing plan.  He provided copies of a handout and concerns were expressed that it appeared that rural policing, road safety and burglary were not considered as priority areas.  He said that the plan would be going out for public consultation and he would be happy to take comments from Parish Councils.

	
4  MATTERS ARISING

4.1 It was confirmed that the parishioner from Coton who was interested in filling the vacancy for a Councillor for Coton was present at the meeting in an observational capacity.
4.2 The Chairman stated that two parishioners had put forward suggestions in respect of the £15,000 available to the village following the sale of the easement through the Allotment Gardens.  These included a donation towards new play equipment for the Playing Field, dog friendly stiles on the Coton footpath, traffic lights on the Reservoir causeway to enable a footpath to be installed for the safety of pedestrians crossing the causeway and flower boxes by the village signs.
It was agreed that the matter would be re-advertised in the Village Newsletter and on the Noticeboard with a cut-off date before the November meeting and for considerations to suggestions being given at that meeting.
.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 Cllr Carrington reported that she had been in communication with Ian Boyes at Northamptonshire Highways in respect of possible traffic calming schemes details of which she gave to the meeting.  It was agreed that the only feasible option at the present time was for a 20mph speed limit to be put in place for at least part of the High Street to include the stretch including the bus stop area and sharp bends at the top of the street.  Cllr Carrington stated that the possible change of priority at the Teeton Road/High Street/Church Hill junction which had previously been suggested by the Parish Council was still under consideration by Highways and would remain on their list of projects.  Clerk to write to Ian Boyes to confirm the actions that the Parish Council would like.
5.2 Cllr Connor provided details of the DDC dog poo campaign.  She stated that she had been concentrating on the area from Church Gardens to the High Street.  So far only one incident had been recorded and the sprayed poo had been removed the following day.  Notices had been put up around the village and parishioners with dogs had been spoken to.  A need for further dog poo bins around the village had been reported to her.
5.3 The Clerk provided details of the cost of a replacement light at the top of Scott Close which was £710 (excluding VAT).  It was unanimously resolved that the light should be replaced using the contingency fund for lighting.
5.4 The Chairman confirmed to the meeting that the Clerk had requested payment of the additional hours (6.5) she had worked to attend the Allotment training course at NCALC.  It was unanimously agreed that these should be paid in her next salary.
5.5 The Clerk reminded the meeting of the NCALC AGM to be held on 8 October 2016 at Wootton Hall.  Any Councillor wishing to attend to inform the Clerk by 23 September so a place could be reserved.
5.6 The meeting discussed the Church Clock maintenance contract – details of which had been circulated by the Clerk.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would continue to be responsible for a further three year period at a total cost of £474 (excluding VAT).  Clerk to ask Smith of Derby for a VAT invoice for payment at the next meeting and also to write to the Parochial Church Council to advise of the Council’s actions.


6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

None

6.2 Planning Decisions

DA/2016/0526 Guilsborough Lodge, Teeton Road, Guilsborough (Ravensthorpe Parish) – relocation of existing stables

Permission granted.

6.3 Planning Other

See Public Time above.

7 FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:	


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – September salary
	    238.30
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	    30.60
	Online

	HMRC – PAYE July to September 2016
	183.40
	001207       

	E-on – Maintenance Charges July to September 2016
	147.83 
	001208

	Information Commissioner – Data Protection Fee
	35.00
	001209     

	DCC – Parish Council Election Expenses
	83.00
	001210

	NCALC – Training Course fee
	65.00
	     001211

	BDO – External Audit Fee
	240.00
	001212

	Anglia Water
	17.05
	Direct debit




7.2	Income Received

	None

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the year ended 31 August 2016.   Balance at bank was £21,993.6
	
7.4	Changes to Bank Mandate

It was unanimously resolved to make the following changes to the bank mandate:  removal of Mr Spring as signatory and addition of Cllr Marsh as signatory.  Mandate forms duly signed by all existing authorised signatories.

7.5	Conclusion of External Audit

The Clerk confirmed that the external audit had been completed satisfactorily and the necessary documentation had been displayed in the Noticeboard for the requisite 14 days.  The auditors fee of £240 was agreed and included in the payments above.


8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1  	Clerks and Councils Direct – September issue – hard copy available
8.2	CPRE Outlook – July 2016 – hard copy available
8.3	NCALC Update – July/August 2016 – previously circulated by email
8.4	Monthly crime reports – previously circulated by email
8.5	VDS Second consultation period notification – circulated by email

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey had provided her report confirming that there were no matters of concern apart from the pond for which she requested consideration of a donation from the £15,000 available to the Parish Council from the sale of the easement.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Carrington provided her report.  She stated that one allotment was in need of some attention.  Clerk confirmed that the allotment tenant had already contacted he and asked if it would be possible to share the allotment with the next person on the waiting list.  Clerk to liaise between the two parties.
	Clerk confirmed that she had attended the recent Allotment course held by NCALC and that some interesting points had been made.  Information to be shared with Cllr Carrington.  It was agreed that the allotment rents would need to be reviewed again in 2017 and notice to be given to Allotment tenants when writing to them in the New Year.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
9.3 	Highways – Cllr Matts stated that he had nothing to report.  The Clerk confirmed that Ian Boyes of Northamptonshire Highways had confirmed that a site meeting had taken place between Highways, Anglia Water and Gigaclear and that Anglia Water would be dealing with the hole in the pavement and the broken drain below within the next week.
9.4	Village Design Statement – see Public Time above.
9.5	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that he had been in correspondence again with a parishioner in respect of trees in Guilsborough Road overhanging his garden.  The parishioner had confirmed that he had reported the matter to Street Doctor and had been informed that Highways would be visiting the site.


10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA


	

	
	
	

Meeting closed at 9.50 pm


