
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 19 October 2016 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Herbert proposed and Cllr Worthington seconded that Cllr Holt should take the Chair which was unanimously resolved.

1.1 Present: S Holt (Chairman), E Connor, M Worthington, D Herbert, J Jones and C James (Clerk).  L Davis also present in respect of her co-option as new Councillor.  Two members of the public also present.
1.2 Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from R Marsh, J Matts and N Carringon
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None
Personal and Prejudicial: None
1.4 Co-option of New Councillor
It was unanimously resolved to co-opt Laura Davis to fill the Councillor vacancy  for the Coton ward.  Ms Davis accepted her nomination, signed the relevant paperwork and joined the Council for the remainder of the meeting.

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 21 September 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  

3   PUBLIC TIME

The Chairman asked the members of the public whether they wished to speak at the meeting.  Mr Mott said he would like to deliver a letter and some additional information in respect of the upkeep of the War Memorial for the Parish Council’s consideration at a future meeting.  It was agreed that the correspondence would be circulated. Mr Mott left the meeting at this point.

4 MATTERS ARISING

4.1 The Clerk confirmed that Gigaclear had been to fill the hole in the pavement at the bottom of Little Lane but she had been informed by the contractors that there was still of problem with the drain below.  Clerk will continue to chase through her contacts at Highways as to what further action will be taken.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 The Council discussed the two separate written requests which had been received in respect of switching lights 14 and 25 back on.  After consideration, it was unanimously resolved that, due to the isolation and security issues which had been highlighted, steps would be taken to switch street light number 14 on the East Haddon Road back on.  With regard to street light number 25 at the junction of Chequers Lane/High Street, a decision was deferred to the next meeting. 
5.2 The Clerk confirmed that E-on had notified her that the repair to street light number 37 in the Lane, Coton was only a temporary fix and that a replacement lantern would be required due to the age and general deterioration.  The quotation for the work in the amount of £800 (excluding VAT) had previously been circulated to Councillors and it was unanimously resolved to authorise the replacement.
5.3 Consideration was given to the response received from Ian Boyes of Highways in respect of the Council’s request for Highways to action some traffic calming measures in Ravensthorpe.  After discussion, it was agreed that the best way forward was to invite Mr Boyes to a site meeting with Councillors on a school day between 8.30 am and 9.00 am so he could see at first hand the safety issues being experienced.  Clerk to liaise in this respect.  
It was noted that an anonymous leaflet regarding the number of heavy goods vehicles using the High Street had been hand delivered to a number of households in the village.   Cllr Herbert stated that the response provided by Ian Boyes, circulated to Councillors, did not really address the issue as to whether the County Council had contradicted their policy of not transferring traffic issues onto other communities when they placed weight limits on other roads in our area.  Cllr Herbert confirmed that by putting weight restrictions on the B4036 through Cold Ashby and the road between Harlestone and the Bramptons, the County Council had forced lorries through Ravensthorpe High Street, a narrow and tortuous road that is totally unsuitable for HGV’s, resulting in damage to the road surface, the drains below and to residential properties (many of which are listed).  It was suggested that parishioners with concerns could write to their MP about the matter but that it would be discussed with Ian Boyes when he attended for a site visit.
5.4	Letters from two parishioners regarding the problems caused to pedestrians by vehicles parking on the pavements were considered.  It was agreed, however, that the matter be taken forward to the next meeting so that the Chairman/Vice Chairman could liaise with the correspondents in the first instance regarding their proposals.
5.5       Cllr Connor stated that the DDC dog poo campaign had now ended and that she had provided her final report to DDC.  She stated that as she had spray paint left, with the agreement of DDC, she would now target another area of the village.  Cllr Worthington stated that she had received requests from two parishioners to increase the number of dog poo bins in the village.  It was agreed that this would be a good idea and Clerk to find out from DDC what action needed to be taken to ensure that if new bins were provided that they would be emptied on a regular basis.  Cllr Connor to ascertain the best locations for the provision of new bins should this go ahead.
5.6       Cllr Jones stated that BT had recently posted a notice in the public phone kiosk in Coton informing parishioners that, due to a lack of use, after the requisite 42 day consultation period had ended it was proposed to take the phone out of use. Cllr Jones stated that whilst parishioners did not need the phone they would like to keep the box in place.  It was agreed that Cllr Jones would provide further details to the Clerk who would then report back at the next meeting what steps needed to be taken to retain the box in situ.
5.7       The Clerk asked whether consideration could be given to changing the November meeting date by one week given that there was no planned meeting in December.  It was unanimously resolved to change the date to Wednesday, 23 November.

6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

None

6.2 Planning Decisions

None

6.3 Planning Other

DA/2016/0026 The Firs, Little Lane, Ravensthorpe
Notification of Appeal in respect of variation of conditions 3 & 10 of planning permission DA/2014/0374 for amendment of roof light windows and to enable clear glass to be fitted to ground floor windows in eastern elevation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Council discussed the matter but agreed that as the previous observations made in respect of this application would be forwarded to the Planning Inspectorate that no further comments were necessary.


7 FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:	


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – October salary
	    293.60
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	    20.06
	Online

	Stephen Hartwell – Mowing (1 Cut)
	480.00
	Online       

	E-on – Street light electricity charges (July to Sept)
	730.91
	001213

	Smiths of Derby – Church Clock maintenance 
	568.80
	001214     

	Mrs C James – reimbursement for printer cartridge
	18.35
	Online

	Ravensthorpe Village Hall
	30.00
	001215




7.2	Income Received

	The Clerk reported that the Half year precept of £5,875.00 had been received.


7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 30 September 2016.   Balance at bank was £26,830.70.
	
7.4	Risk Assessment Policy

After consideration, it was unanimously resolved to adopt the Risk Assessment Policy which had previously been circulated to Councillors by the Clerk.

7.5	Half Year Income/Expenditure Account

The half year income and expenditure account which had previously been circulated to Councillors by the Clerk was noted.  It was agreed that this would be uploaded to the website and displayed on the noticeboard with the minutes of the meeting in accordance with the Transparency Code.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1	NCALC Update – September/October 2016 – previously circulated by email

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey had notified the Clerk that the raking had been completed and she would like to thank the volunteers for doing such a good job and to also thank Glyn Lewis for carrying out the mowing.
9.2 	Allotments – No report available.
9.3 	Highways – See 4.1 above. 
9.4	Village Design Statement – the Chairman reminded the meeting that the 2nd consultation period for receipt of any comments in respect of the open spaces on the Guilsborough Road ended on 28 October 2016. 
9.5	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that he had been in email correspondence with a parishioner in respect of trees in Guilsborough Road shadowing his garden.  The parishioner had informed Cllr Herbert that following his report to Street Doctor, Highways were not prepared to take any action and he wished to know whether the Parish Council would take action.   Having taken advice from Northants CALC, it was agreed that, as the Parish Council had no responsibility in the matter, it would take no further action. 

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA
	
Precept for 2017/18
Consideration of request to switch street light number 25 on – Chequers Lane/High Street
	Meeting dates for 2017
	Provision of Dog Poo Bins
	Traffic Calming measures
	Inconsiderate Parking on Pavements
	Telephone Kiosk - Coton		

Meeting closed at 9.50 pm


