
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 23 November 2016 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), S Holt, E Connor (left meeting at 9.00 pm), M Worthington, D Herbert, J Jones, J Matts, N Carrington (arrived 8.15 pm) and C James (Clerk).  6 members of the public were also present.
1.2 Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from L Davis.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Personal:  Cllr Worthington declared a personal interest in the bid for funding put forward by the Playing Field Committee.
Personal and Prejudicial: Cllr Matts declared an interest in heavy goods vehicles travelling through the village.

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19 October 2016 were approved and signed by the Cllr Holt (Chairman of that meeting) as correct.  

3   PUBLIC TIME

The Chairman asked the members of the public whether they wished to speak at the meeting.  

Mr Mott said he would like to update the Parish Council in respect of the war memorial and the proposed cleaning/restoration thereof.  He stated that he had contacted DDC to confirm that works could be carried out given that it was a listed monument and had been told that no permission was required to clean it.  As such the necessary quotes had been obtained and it was anticipated that a grant would be applied for which would cover the majority of the costs.  Mr Mott asked if the Parish Council had any objections.  It was unanimously agreed that the PCC should continue with its proposed action and that the PC would be amenable to giving some financial assistance towards the project if required.

Mr Mott further confirmed that the PCC would like to improve the entrance to the churchyard from the northeast corner from the allotments.  It was agreed that as works to lay utilities through the allotment gardens would be taking place, it would be sensible to wait until this had been carried out and see whether the builder could assist with the works.

Mr Worthington outlined the Playing Field Committee’s bid for funding from the Parish Council from the easement monies to be put towards new play equipment (information having previously been circulated to Councillors by email). He stated that a quote in the region of £60,000 had been received for a complete renovation of the playground.  However, he stated that a more realistic figure would be £20,000 which would cover replacement of one or two pieces of play equipment.  Mr Worthington explained that funding was available on a matching basis so if the Playing Field could raise £10,000 a grant for £10,000 could be applied for.  He stated that £1,500 had already been raised to date and he was seeking assistance from the Parish Council to help boost the total to £10,000. 

Mrs Peachey confirmed that she would like to put in a bid for improvements to the Pocket Park in the form of provision of hessian to transform the existing pond into a marshy area, funding of works to provide a new pond and the provision of bird feeders/feed (information having previously been circulated to Councillors by email).  Discussion took place about whether it was appropriate to try and put in a new pond given the problems that had existed for many years with the existing one.  Cllr Matts confirmed that the ground/soil at the Pocket Park was not suited to retaining water and that a new pond would suffer in a similar way to the existing one in that water would evaporate.

The Chairman thanked Mr Worthington and Mrs Peachey for coming and advised that the various bids for funding that had been received would be considered by the Parish Council later.

Mr Wallace stated that he wished to speak about the planning application in Coton and it was agreed that this item would be brought forward.  Mr Wallace stated he had various concerns about the proposed development of two semi-detached houses including privacy, suitability of the site due to drainage, parking issues in the narrow lane, etc.  Mrs Sumpter also spoke of her concerns about additional traffic using the lane and whether sufficient parking space had been allowed for.

After discussion it was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council would object to the planning application on the following grounds:

1.     Coton is believed to be identified as an 'isolated settlement' with restrictions on development.
2.    The lane outside the proposed dwellings is single track only and there are serious concerns over the provision of parking at the dwellings and the potential obstructions that will be caused with additional vehicles using the narrow lane.
3.    There are concerns in respect of privacy for neighbouring properties due to their proximity to the proposed dwellings which will be overlooked.

5 members of the public left the meeting at this stage.

4 MATTERS ARISING

4.1 The Clerk confirmed that further to the previous meeting, DDC had made application to English Heritage for listed status to be given to the K6 kiosk in Coton.  A successful application would make its removal by BT more difficult. As such, the Clerk stated that she had not yet made any application for the Parish Council to adopt the kiosk (due to the ongoing maintenance costs which potentially would be met by BT if the kiosk remained in situ) but had indicated that the Parish Council had no objection to the removal of the telephony equipment.
4.2 The Clerk stated that she had been having difficulty in obtaining any response from Amey who were, according to DDC, the contractor responsible for emptying dog poo bins.  Matter to be carried forward to January meeting.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 The Council discussed the request to switch the street light number 25 at the junction of Chequers Lane/High Street back on.  After consideration it was agreed that the light should remain switched off on the grounds that there were three other street lights visible from this location, that other areas in the village were also unlit and only one complaint had been received.
5.2 The Clerk stated that she had had a quote in the amount of £410 (excluding VAT) for the replacement of street light number 39, outside Spinney Cottage, Coton for which only a temporary repair had been effected.  It was agreed that this matter would be considered if and when the light stopped working.
5.3 The Council discussed the various applications (and suggestions in support) for funding that had been received.  After consideration, it was unanimously resolved to donate £250 to the Pocket Park for the provision of bird feeders/feed and materials to transform the current pond into a marshy area.  It was also unanimously resolved to pledge an amount of £7,500 to the Playing Field Committee for the purpose of upgrading some of the playground equipment on the basis that they will be able to raise £2,500 in order that a grant in the amount of £10,000 can be applied for on a 50:50 matching basis. 
5.4 The Chairman reported that he and Cllrs Herbert and Worthington had met with Ian Boyes from Highways and a colleague on 17 November to discuss the various traffic issues in the village.  Mr Boyes stated that there was little that could be done in respect of heavy goods vehicles as to place a weight limit on roads leading to the village would only lead to the problem cropping up in another location.  With regard to speeding, Highways stated that they would paint the speed restriction reminders onto the roads leading into the village.
5.5 In addition to discussing speeding traffic and HGV’s, the Chairman confirmed that Ian Boyes had considered the problem of inconsiderate parking on pavements and had agreed that Highways would paint white edge line markings on both sides of the narrowest section of the High Street (ie on the narrow bend outside New Barns/Old Forge House) to try and prevent residents parking their cars on the narrowest part of the pavement at this point. Both the edge line markings and the speed restriction reminders would be actioned by Highways in the Spring.
(The remaining member of the public left the meeting at this point)
5.6 See Public Time at 3 above.
5.7 The Clerk stated that she had contacted Stephen Hartwell the mowing contractor in line with the one year break clause and confirmed that he was agreeable to completing the remaining two years of the contract.  In addition, the Clerk stated she had received the annual notification from Highways for the Parish Council to apply for a grant to mow the Highways verges in the village.  It was unanimously agreed to apply for the grant in the amount of £515.75 for 2017.
5.8 It was agreed that the Parish Council meetings in 2017 would take place on Wednesdays as follows: 18 January, 15 February, 15 March, 26 April, 24 May, 21 June, 19 July, 20 September, 18 October, 22 November.  No meetings in August or December unless urgent planning issues.


6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

DA/2016/0956 – Land adjacent to Bank Cottage, Coton
Construction of one pair of semi-detached dwellings

Parish Council objects to the application.  See Public time at 3 above.

6.2 Planning Decisions

None

7 FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – November salary
	    238.30
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	   25.60
	Online

	Michael Reader – Work to Village Benches
	114.98
	      001216

	E-on – Replacement of street light in Scott 
	1212.00
	001217

	Anglian Water
	25.77
	  Direct Debit   




7.2	Income Received

The Clerk reported that bank interest in the amount of 65 pence had been received.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 31 October 2016.   Balance at bank was £24,689.63.  Cllr Jones confirmed that he had visited the Clerk and carried out internal finance checks during the month and reported that all was satisfactory.
	
7.4	Precept for 2017/18

Consideration was given to a draft budget that had been prepared by Cllr Jones and the Clerk and which had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.  After discussion it was agreed that the Precept that should be requested for 2017/18 from DDC should be £14,500.  Budget attached separately to minutes.



8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1	Notification from DDC of Parish and Town Councils Liaison Meeting to take place on 15 December 2016 – Cllr Holt to attend.
8.2	Email from DDC in respect of Searching for Planning Applications – noted
8.3	Police Monthly Crime reports for September/October 2016 – noted
8.4	Clerks and Councils Direct November issue – hard copy available
8.5	Email from Torquemeters thanking Chairman for his attendance at the recent opening of the new Johnson Building – Chairman provided details of his visit to the new building.

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Nothing to report.
9.2 	Allotments – Nothing to report
9.3 	Highways – Nothing to report 
9.4	Village Design Statement – the Chairman confirmed that the 2nd consultation period had ended and that VDS was now going through the various channels at DDC.
9.5	Trees – Nothing to report taken advice from Northants CALC, it was agreed that, as the Parish Council had no responsibility in the matter, it would take no further action. 

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA
	
Inconsiderate Parking on Pavements
Possible provision of new Dog Poo Bins
Update on drain at bottom of Little Lane


Meeting closed at 10.00 pm


