
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 18 January 2017 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

In the absence of R Marsh (Chairman), S Holt (Vice Chairman) took the Chair.

1.1 Present: S Holt (Chairman), E Connor, D Herbert, J Jones, and C James (Clerk).  
1.2 Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from R Marsh, M Worthington, N Carrington and J Matts.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None
Personal and Prejudicial: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 23 November 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  
2.2 The Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on 19 December 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.

3   PUBLIC TIME

No members of the public were present.

4 MATTERS ARISING

4.1 The Clerk confirmed that she had now made contact with Amey (contractors used by DDC) and that a site meeting was proposed with their representative to look at suitable locations in Ravensthorpe for the installation of dog poo bins.  It was agreed that Cllr Connor would attend a site meeting with the Clerk to be arranged by the Clerk with a view to reporting back at the February meeting.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 The Council discussed the request from Western Power to allow access to the allotment gardens to lay cables to the proposed new development in The Hollows.  After consideration, it was agreed that the Clerk should seek further clarification from the developer as to what other utilities would be requiring access and to request that all work be done at the same time to minimize disruption to the footpath between Church Gardens and The Hollows and to allotment tenants.
5.2 A notice regarding the problems with parking on the pavements in Ravensthorpe, prepared by Cllr Marsh and previously circulated to Councillors, was considered.  It was agreed that the Clerk would print off the required number of copies and request that the notice be distributed, to all householders and businesses in Ravensthorpe, with the next edition of the Village Newsletter.
5.3 The Council considered various small works that could be carried out by the Community Enhancement Gang on it’s annual visit to Ravensthorpe/Coton in the summer.  It was agreed that the Clerk would complete the necessary form and ensure it was returned by the due date.
5.4 It was unanimously resolved to pay the Clerk an additional five hours in respect of the extra work she had carried out for the extraordinary Parish Council meetings held in 2016.
5.5 It was unanimously resolved to continue with to pay the annual affiliation fee for parishioners to continue to have access to the Daventry Area Community Transport scheme.


6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

DA/2016/0971 – Land to rear of Wynstone, 53 High Street, Ravensthorpe - 
Retention of shipping container used for mowing equipment storage.

The Parish Council considered the above application and made the following observations:

1.    The Parish Council agree with the Planning Officer's suggestion that the container should be clad with wood to blend in with surroundings and cause minimal visual impact.
2.    As a temporary structure the Parish Council would seek for permission to be given on a 12 month basis with the applicant having to re-apply at the end of this period.

6.2 Planning Decisions

None.

7 FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – January salary
	    238.30
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	   18.00
	Online

	Mrs E Peachey – donation for Pocket Park
	250.00
	001219      

	E-ON Street light electricity charges (Oct-Dec 16)
	730.91
	001220

	E-ON Street light maintenance (Oct-Dec16)
	147.83
	001221     

	Ravensthorpe Village Hall – Room hire (Oct-Dec 16)
	44.00
	001222

	DACT – Annual Affiliation Fee
	25.00
	001223




7.2	Income Received

The Clerk reported that pit rents totalling £90 had been received.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 31 December 2016.   Balance at bank was £22,624.04.	

8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1	Request from Daventry Citizens Advice Bureau for funding – it was agreed to put this matter on the Agenda for the next meeting.
8.2	Letter from Chairman of Playing Field Committee thanking PC for offer of donation of £7,500 towards replacing playground equipment.

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey’s report advised the Parish Council that a working party would be carrying out coppicing on Saturday, 11 February and volunteers were invited.
9.2 	Allotments – Nothing to report
9.3 	Highways – Clerk to chase Highways in respect of what is happening re the drain at the bottom of Little Lane.
9.4	Village Design Statement – in the absence of Cllr March nothing to report.
9.5	Trees – Cllr Herbert said that a branch of an oak tree overhanging the Guilsborough Road would need attention and he proposed to contact Street Doctor.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA
	
Possible provision of new Dog Poo Bins
Update on drain at bottom of Little Lane


Meeting closed at 9.00 pm
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