
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 15 February 2017 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES


1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), S Holt, D Herbert, J Jones, M Worthington, C James (Clerk) and one member of the public.
1.2 Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from E Connor, L Davis, N Carrington and J Matts.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None
Personal and Pecuniary: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18 January 2017 were approved and signed by Cllr Holt (Chairman of that meeting) as correct.  

3   PUBLIC TIME

3.1	The Chairman asked the member of public present if he wished to speak.  Mr Harrison stated he was present to hear any update the Council had in respect of item 6.3 in respect of the work being carried out at the field on the Coton Road.

It was agreed to bring forward this item for discussion.  The Chairman confirmed that he had been in touch with the owner of the field who had notified neighbouring residents and the Parish Council of his intention to make an off-road parking area for the resident of Granny’s Cottage at the top of the field known as ‘Cuffy’s Field’.  He had subsequently contacted the Planning Department at DDC to voice the Parish Council’s concerns of a possible planning infringement and the matter was now being investigated by the Planning Enforcement Officer who would report back to the Parish Council in due course. 

The Chairman confirmed that the owner had done nothing wrong in respect of the work he had carried out to the gateway entrance to the field but that the Council would object to any further development on the site.

Mr Harrison left the meeting at this point.

4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	The Clerk confirmed that she had chased Highways in respect of the work 
required to the broken drain at the bottom of Little Lane/High Street and had 
been informed that it was not an urgent repair as no properties were being flooded as a result of the damage and that it would be repaired in due course.  Clerk to chase again in 3 months if no action taken.		

5     	BUSINESS


5.1 The Clerk had previously circulated an email detailing the site meeting that had              taken place with the representative from DDC’s contractor Amey, Alan Worthington (Playing Field Chair) and Cllr Connor in respect of the potential locations for the siting of dog poo bins in the Playing Field.  It was noted that the cost per bin including installation would be £175.23 and that there would be an annual charge for emptying each  bin of £69.  Following discussion, it was unanimously agreed that two bins should be ordered to be located close to the entrances to the Playing Field (ie Teeton Road and Church Gardens).  Once installed, people would be asked to cease using the open top general waste bins next to the benches for disposing dog poo bags. Notice to be put in Village Newsletter.

5.2 The Chairman updated the meeting in respect of the notice given by one allotment tenant to give up her allotment (which she currently shared on an informal basis with the next person on the Council’s waiting list) at the end of February.  A request had been received by an existing allotment holder to take over this plot and vacate his own.  After discussion, it was agreed that the existing sharer who had been cultivating half of the allotment should not be made to move to a new allotment.  It was agreed, however, that as the plots were adjoining the two parties should be asked whether they wished to share the two plots between them – cultivating half of each allotment.  Chairman to speak to existing allotment holder for his views.  Clerk to draft letters.  Additionally, it was agreed that if in future, current allotment tenants wished to change plots they could either put their name on the waiting list or, alternatively, if another tenant was agreeable to swop plots this could be arranged through the Clerk.

5.3 The Clerk confirmed that she had had a written request to switch on street light number 20 in Scott Close that was currently switched off (see correspondence).  The Council unanimously agreed that, in future, it would require a minimum of four parishioners/householders supporting such a request before it would consider the matter.  Clerk to write to the parishioner to let her know the situation.

5.4 The Council considered the application made by the Village Hall Committee in respect of obtaining a general licence to sell alcohol, etc.  No observations were made.

5.5 The Clerk confirmed that she had written to the developer of the plot in The Hollows for further information in respect of the provision of utilities to the plot through the Allotment Gardens/Footpath between Church Gardens/The Hollows.  He had stated that it was planned that all work would be carried out at the same time to minimize disruption to parishioners and he would advise timings in due course.  As such, it was agreed that the Parish Council would not sign the wayleave agreement that had been received from Western Power until a definitive answer had been received from the developer.



5.6 The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council had already donated £50 to Daventry Citizens Advice Bureau in the 2016/17 financial year.  It was agreed that the CAB was a worthy cause and that a further donation of £50 should be made in the 2017/18 financial year and that the Clerk should advise the CAB that a cheque would be forthcoming in April/May 2017.


6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

None

6.2 	Planning Decisions

DA/2016/0956 – Land adjacent to Bank Cottage, Coton
Construction of one pair of semi-detached dwellings

Permission refused

6.3 	Planning Other

Notification from parishioner of intention to make a parking area at top of agricultural field on Coton Road.

This matter was discussed under public time (see 3 above)

7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – February salary
	    280.86
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	   27.50
	Online

	Mrs C James – re-imbursement for printer cartridge
	18.86
	Online      




7.2	Income Received

The Clerk reported that allotment garden rents totalling £135 had been received to date.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 31 January 2017.   Balance at bank was £21,259.50.	




8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1  	Letter from parishioner requesting that Parish Council gives consideration to switching street light number 20 in Scott Close back on – noted see 5.3 above.  Clerk to write to parishioner advising of Council’s policy for consideration of requests.
8.2	Letter from Anglian Water advising of the opening of the water and wastewater market to business, public section of charity customers - noted
8.3 	NCALC Update January/February 2017 – noted
8.4	DDC Dog Fouling Campaign notification of Forum meeting on 21 February 2017 – noted.
8.5	Highways Annual Parish Satisfaction Survey for KierWSP – Cllr Holt agreed to complete this survey having received comments from the Council.	
.
9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – No report received
9.2 	Allotments – All OK apart from one untended allotment – steps being taken for this allotment to be shared with next person on waiting list.
9.3 	Highways – Nothing to report
9.4	Village Design Statement – The Chairman confirmed that the VDS had been approved by the Strategy Group and was now awaiting approval by the full Council on 23 February 2017.  Once approved it could be used as supplementary planning guidance.
[bookmark: _GoBack]9.5	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that he had reported the overhanging dead branches in Guilsborough Road to Street Doctor and the matter had been noted.  

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA
	
Annual Litter Pick – proposed date Saturday, 8 April 2017
Consideration of donation towards the cleaning of the War Memorial





Meeting closed at 9.30 pm


