
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 15 March 2017 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES


1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), D Herbert, M Worthington, N Carrington, E Connor, L Davis, J Matts and C James (Clerk).
1.2 Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from J Jones and S Holt
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None
Personal and Pecuniary: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15 February 2017 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  

3   PUBLIC TIME

There were no members of the public present.

4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	The Clerk confirmed that the two dog poo bins had now been installed in the 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Playing Field and were being used in place of the existing litter bins.  The bins 	 are scheduled to be emptied each Thursday.  In addition, the Clerk confirmed that she was attempting to contact Anglian Water’s Estate Manager for Ravensthorpe Reservoir in respect of requesting that consideration be given to installing a dog poo bin in the picnic carpark on the Hollowell Road.

5	BUSINESS

5.1	The Council considered the request received from Western Power to sign a wayleave to enable them to dig a trench through the allotment gardens along the public footpath between Church Gardens and The Hollows to lay cables to the proposed new development.  After discussion, it was agreed that the wayleave would be signed and witnessed but the Chairman would check the terms of the easement regarding the width of the trench that could be dug and note this on the documents before the Clerk sent them off to Western Power.

5.2	The Clerk confirmed that she had asked that the Village Litter Pick date of 8 April 2017 at 10.00 am be advertised in the Village Newsletter and she had also put a notice in the Parish Board.  The Chairman agreed he would co-ordinate the litter pick on the morning.  

5.3	The Chairman updated the Council with information received from the Parochial Church Council in respect of the costs involved to clean the War Memorial. He had been informed that the total cost was £582 plus VAT and that a grant in the sum of £440 had been obtained towards the costs.  After discussion, it was unanimously resolved to donate the amount of £130 towards the balance of the cleaning costs.  Clerk to liaise with John Mott regarding method of payment.

5.4	It was agreed that the usual organisations/volunteers would be invited by the Clerk to give a short report of their activities at the Annual Parish Meeting to be held on Wednesday, 26 April 2017 at 8.00 pm in the Village Hall.  It was also agreed that a representative from the Parochial Church Council should be invited to give a report.

5.5	Consideration was given to the correspondence received from Daventry District Council regarding the change to litter picking services (currently provided by their contractor) wef June 2018.  After discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council would be prepared to organise litter picking within the village confines in return for a potential grant of £327 per annum towards the costs incurred.  Clerk to register the PC’s interest.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

None

6.2 	Planning Decisions

None

7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – March salary
	    238.30
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	   18.00
	Online

	E-on – Street Light repairs
	52.16
	1224

	HM Revenue & Customs – PAYE (Jan-Mar 17)
	188.80
	1225      

	Nick Ellison – Gardening of Village Green Bank
	100.00
	1226

	Ann Moss – Cleaning of Bus Shelter
	75.00
	1227








7.2	Income Received

The Clerk reported that allotment garden rents totalling £175 had been received and that all tenants had now paid in full.  In addition, a grant of £515.75 had been received in respect of the claim made to Highways in respect of cutting the highway verges in the 2016 season.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 28 February 2017.   Balance at bank was £21,598.27.	

8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1  	Clerks and Councils Direct March issue – hard copy available
8.2	Letter from E-on advising of increase in deemed contract electricity rates wef April 2017.   Agreed that Clerk would contact E-on to see whether any savings could be made.
8.3 	NCC – Prioritisation Framework consultation and framework – email detailing survey and workshops available was noted.
8.4	Northamptonshire ACRE – notification of Well for Life Roadshow to take place in Ravensthorpe Village Hall on 26 April 2017 – notices put on boards in village.
.
9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – No report received
9.2 	Allotments – No problems reported.  Clerk confirmed that there were two new tenants and an existing tenant had come to an informal arrangement to share his allotment with the next person on the Council’s waiting list.
9.3 	Highways – Cllr Matts stated that he would contact Street Doctor again in respect of the need to clear vegetation from the footpath between Coton and Guilsborough.
9.4	Village Design Statement – The Chairman confirmed that the VDS had been approved by the full Council on 23 February 2017 and it could now be used as supplementary planning guidance.  He stated that he would investigate the costs of printing off copies of the VDS and report back to the Council at the next meeting.
9.5	Trees – No problems reported.
9.6	Street Lights – No problems reported.


10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (26 April 2017 at 7.00 pm)
	



Meeting closed at 8.50 pm


