
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 26 April 2017 at 7.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES


1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), D Herbert, N Carrington, E Connor, L Davis, J Jones, J Matts and C James (Clerk).
1.2 Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from M Worthington and S Holt
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None
Personal and Pecuniary: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15 March 2017 were approved and signed by the Chairman as correct.  

3   PUBLIC TIME

There were no members of the public present.

4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	The Clerk confirmed that she had received notification from Western Power that they would be carrying out the works to lay electricity cables to the development in The Hollows along the footpath between Church Gardens and The Hollows during the period 10-12 May 2017.  She confirmed that she had notified all allotment tenants of the possible disruption during this period.  Re-instatement of footpath to be monitored.
4.2	The Chairman expressed his thanks to the volunteers who assisted with the annual litter pick on 8 April.  It was agreed that the litter pick would be scheduled for an earlier date in the year in 2018 before the vegetation on the verges had had a chance to grow to make the task easier.  The Clerk stated that she was still awaiting a response from Anglian Water regarding the possible provision of a dog poo bin/waste bin the picnic carpark at the Reservoir.

5	BUSINESS

5.1	Cllr Matts said he had been asked by a parishioner to bring up the matter of damage caused to the grass verge (whilst wet) on Church Hill by the tyres of large vehicles (photos circulated prior to the meeting).  It was agreed, after discussion, that the only way of preventing damage would be to possibly kerb the side of the road but it was felt that this was unnecessary and would cause other problems.


5.2	The Chairman stated that a complaint had been received from a parishioner regarding the number of vehicles being parked on the pavement and grass verge outside the Garage preventing forcing pedestrians to walk into the road.  He stated that he had since been to ‘Corporate Cars’ and spoken to the owner who admitted that there was a problem and that he had informed his ‘staff’ not to park on the pavement and he would re-iterate this to them.  It was agreed that the situation would be monitored.  Whilst speaking with the owner, attention had been drawn to a near miss between a car leaving the Garage and a Police Car speeding through the village on ‘blue lights’.  After discussion, it was agreed that the Chairman would write to the Police Commissioner about the number of ‘blue light’ incidents that occur and to express concern about Police vehicles speeding through a village with such narrow roads.
5.3	The Chairman outlined the various quotations that had been received in respect of printing off a number of hard copies of the Village Design Statement and it was unanimously agreed that he should arrange to order 100 copies at a cost of £181.62 (including postage) from Mixam.
5.4	Renewal of the CPRE annual membership was discussed and it was unanimously agreed that the Council would not renew this year.
5.5	The Council considered the renewal cost for the annual membership of Northants CALC including the internal audit fee and it was unanimously agreed that this would be renewed.
5.6	The Clerk stated that she had received from Northamptonshire Highways two hard copies of the definitive map showing footpaths and bridleway in the Parish together with a short questionnaire for completion by 1 July 2017.  After discussion, it was agreed that the matter should be referred to the Footpath Warden, John Peachey, as the person best placed to reply on behalf of the Council.  Clerk to liaise.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

DA/2017/0112 – Ravensthorpe Village Hall, High Street, Ravensthorpe, NN6 8EH – Single storey extension to rear.

Observation:  The Council requests that a condition of planning permission be that the temporary Portakabin is removed once work on the extension has been completed.

DA/2017/0256 – The Old Forge, Teeton Road, Ravensthorpe, NN6 8LS – Single storey rear extension.

Observation:  The Council considered that the extension proposed was not in character with the existing period building and goes against the principles of the recently adopted Village Design Statement.






6.2 	Planning Decisions

DA/2016/0971 – Wynstone, 53 High Street, Ravensthorpe, NN6 8EH – retention of shipping container used for mowing equipment storage

Permission granted

DA/2016/0729 – Land adjacent to 7 Coton Road, Ravensthorpe, NNN6 8EG – Construction of four loose boxes and fodder store, gravel track and hardstanding.

Permission refused

7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – April salary
	    229.66
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	   19.49
	Online

	Northants CALC – Annual membership and audit fee
	483.25
	1228

	E-On Street light maintenance – Jan-Mar 17
	147.83
	     1229 

	E-On Street light electricity charges  – Jan-Mar 17
	715.01
	1230

	PCC – Donation for War Memorial cleaning
	130.00
	1231

	Citizen’s Advice Daventry – Donation
	50.00
	1232

	Enterprise Managed Services Ltd – Dog Poo Bins
	641.35
	1233

	Stephen Hartwell – Mowing (2 cuts)
	960.00
	Online




7.2	Income Received

Bank interest of 13p received in March and remaining allotment rents of £160 paid into bank.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the financial year ended 31 March 2017.   Balance at bank was £21,086.14.  Summary of receipts and payments for the period ended 31 March 2017 appended to minutes.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1  	NCALC Update – March/April 2017 – previously circulated by email.
8.2	CPRE Countryside Voice and Outlook – Spring 2017 – Hard copy available.
8.3 	CPRE – Notification of Housing Road Show on 27 April 2017 – previously circulated by email.
8.4	ASB and Crime summaries for March 2017 – previously circulated by email.
8.5	Email request received from Parishioner for consideration of a £200 donation towards the cost of obtaining and installing a defibrillator outside the Chequers public house. It was agreed that it was a worthy cause given the considerable fund raising that had already taken place and that the matter should be an agenda item in May with a view to making a decision as to the amount to donate and raising a cheque.
.
9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – No report received
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Carrington provided a copy of her inspection report and stated that there were no problems and all the allotments were looking good.
9.3 	Highways – Cllr Matts stated that he had nothing to report
9.4	Village Design Statement – see 5.3 above.
9.5	Trees – Cllr Herbert reported that there were some dead branches on the four oak trees on the Teeton Road but if they were to break off they would not fall on the road and, therefore, no action was required.
9.6	Street Lights – The Clerk reported that she had recently received an invoice from E-on in the amount of £960 in respect of a replacement lamp that had been installed in the lane in Coton.  As she had not authorised this replacement, she was investigating why E-on had considered it necessary to do so when a temporary fix which appeared to be working had been carried out in the Autumn of 2016 on PL37. It was agreed that no payment should be made until an explanation had been received.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (17 May 2017 at 8.00 pm)
	
Possible provision of a Dog Poo Bin/Waste Bin in Coton – Cllr Davis
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Meeting closed at 7.55 pm


