RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 17 May 2016 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Election of Chairman.  Cllr Richard Marsh stated he would be willing to continue to act as Chairman.  Cllr Matts proposed and Cllr Worthington seconded his appointment and it was unanimously resolved to appoint Cllr Marsh as Chairman. Cllr Marsh agreed to sign the declaration of acceptance of office form.

Cllr Marsh then took the Chair.

1.2 Election of Vice Chairman.  The Chairman stated he had spoken to Cllr Holt prior to the meeting as he was unable to attend.  Cllr Holt had informed the Chairman that he intended to stand down as a Councillor in March 2018 and although he was willing to continue to act as Vice Chairman for the next few months with a view to appointing someone else to a later stage during the year.  Cllr Worthington proposed and Cllr Herbert seconded the appointment of Cllr Holt and it was unanimously resolved to appoint Cllr Holt as Vice Chairman.

1.3 Present:  R Marsh, J Matts, E Connor, J Jones, M Worthington, L Davis, D Herbert and C James (Clerk) 

1.4 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from S Holt and N Carrington.

1.5 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None
Personal and Prejudicial: The Clerk declared an interest in the planning application for The Stone House at 6.1 below.

1.6 Adoption of Standing Orders:  
Cllr Herbert stated that he had noticed a number of numbering issues with the current version of the standing orders.  The Chairman agreed to look at these, amend where necessary and present to the Council at the June meeting.

1.7 Consideration of Adoption of Financial Regulations (as amended 2016)
It was unanimously agreed to adopt the Financial Regulations as amended in 2016.

1.8 Appointment of Officers and other Representatives
The following appointments were agreed:
Internal Checker:  Cllr Worthington
Bank Signatories: Cllrs Marsh, Holt, Matts and Jones  
Planning Co-ordinator:  Cllr Connor 
Grass Cutting Officer: Clerk
Highways Officer:  Cllr Matts
Tree Warden: Cllr Herbert
Village Hall/Playing Field liaison: Cllr Worthington
	Church Liaison:  Cllr Matts
Allotments:  Cllr Carrington
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator: Glyn Lewis
Footpath Warden: John Peachey
Pocket Park Co-ordinator: Liz Peachey
Snow Officers: Cllr Matts and Cllr Jones

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 26 April 2016 were approved by the meeting and signed by the Chairman as correct.  

3   PUBLIC TIME

There were no members of public present.

4  MATTERS ARISING

4.1 The Chairman stated that he had had a response from the Police Commissioner to his email asking for an explanation as to why there were so many police vehicles speeding through the village on blue lights.  The Commissioner had responded referring to a ‘comprehensive Command review’ but did not explain how this would result in fewer cars on blue lights passing through the Ravensthorpe.  It was agreed that the Chairman should seek further clarification.
4.2 The Clerk stated that she had now had a response from Anglian Water regarding the Council’s suggestion that a dog poo bin might be installed in the picnic car park at Ravensthorpe Reservoir.  The Estate Manager stated that the Rangers responsible for the fishing at the reservoir and the gate to the car park carried out the own litter picks and as they had not identified a continuing problem with dog poo bags being left it was felt that a bin was not necessary at the present time.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 Further to information that had been provided to the Council at the April meeting, it was unanimously agreed that the Council would donate the sum of £200 towards the cost of installing a defibrillator outside The Chequers public house.  Clerk to liaise with Martin Wilkes re payment of the donation.
5.2 Cllr Davis stated that she had received requests from parishioners about the provision of a dog poo bin in Coton.  Further to information that had been provided to Councillors by the Clerk in respect of the costs of providing either a dog poo bin or waste bin, it was unanimously agreed that it would be more cost effective to provide a dog poo bin. Clerk to liaise with DDC and Highways for approval with proposed location of bin to be considered by Cllrs Davis and Jones.
5.3 The Clerk stated that further to the Footpath Warden’s suggestion at the Annual Parish Meeting that the Parish footpath/bridleway map be put on display in the village for walkers, etc, he had now provided a quote in the amount of £140 for a suitable frame to be installed in the bus shelter.  After discussion, it was unanimously resolved that permission be given to Mr Peachey to organise the purchase of a frame and that the bus shelter was considered the best location for the map.
5.4 The Chairman stated that the Clerk had informed him that she was unavailable to take minutes on 21 June and it was unanimously resolved that the meeting be brought forward to 14 June.
5.5 The Chairman stated that Cllr Holt had agreed, in the absence of any other volunteers, that he would attend as the Council’s representative at the Town & Parish Councils meeting to be held on 15 June 2017.  Clerk to book place.
 
6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

DA/2017/0342 – 6 The High Street, Ravensthorpe – Listed Building Consent for single storey rear extension.

No observations

6.2 Planning Decision

None

7 FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment by online bank transfer.

	Payee
	Amount
	Method

	Mrs C James – May salary
	234.44
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	18.00
	Online

	Stephen Hartwell – Mowing (1 cut)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]480.00
	Online

	AON Annual Insurance Premium
	422.85
	Online

	Mixam – printing 100 copies of VDS
	181.62
	Online




7.2	Income Received

The Clerk confirmed that the payment of £7,250 in respect of the half year precept had been received into the bank account

7.3      Balance at Bank
  	
The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 30 April 2016.  Balance at bank was £27,095.81




7.4	Approval of Annual Return for Year Ended 31 March 2017

The Chairman reported that the internal audit had been carried out and was satisfactory – no significant issues being raised.  The Clerk produced the Annual Return document for completion and approval of Sections 1 and 2.  It was unanimously resolved to approve the annual governance statement and accounting statements and the Chairman and Clerk signed the document where required.  Clerk to forward to BDO by due date.

7.5	Transparency Fund 2017/18

The Chairman provided details of the Transparency Fund which was in its 3rd and final year.  It was unanimously resolved to make an application for 12 hours of Clerk’s time for the year in respect of carrying out work to comply with the Transparency Code.  Clerk to deal.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1  	Clerks and Councils Direct – May issue – hard copy available
8.2	Letter from Daventry CAB thanking Council for donation - noted
8.3	E-mail correspondence from Adam Kite, Planning Investigator at DDC in respect of Allgreen Farm, West Haddon Road.  The Clerk read out an email that had been received by Cllr Holt advising that a Planning Contravention Notice would be issued in respect of their ongoing investigation. 
.
9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey had reported that there were no matters of concern.
9.2 	Allotments – No report available
9.3 	Highways – Cllr Matts stated that there was nothing to report
9.4	Village Design Statement – The Chairman stated that he had now ordered 100 copies of the VDS from Mixam.  After discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Worthington would check with the WI regarding number of copies they would like to be send out to new residents with the Welcome Pack.  In addition, it was agreed that the Chairman would place a notice in the Village Newsletter inviting anyone who wanted a copy to contact him.
9.5	Tree Report – Cllr Herbert stated he had nothing to report.  Cllr Connor said that there was a dead branch blocking access to the Pocket Pock for anyone using a wheelchair/pushchair.  Cllr Herbert said he would deal with this asap.
9.6	Street Lights – The Clerk stated that she had received no reports of faulty street lights since the last meeting.  She stated she was still awaiting a response from Eon with regard to the replacement light in Coton.


10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA
	
	Adoption of Standing Orders
	Annual Staff Review for Clerk		

Meeting closed at 9.10 pm


