
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 19 July 2017 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES


1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), S Holt, J Matts, D Herbert, J Jones, E Connor, 
M Worthington and C James (Clerk).
1.2 Resignation of Cllr Carrington: The Chairman confirmed that Cllr Carrington had tendered her resignation due to personal reasons.  It was agreed that the Clerk would now issue the required Notice of Vacancy and once the requisite period had elapsed (assuming an election would not be required) an expression of interest notice for being co-opted as a Councillor to represent Ravensthorpe would be put on the noticeboard and on the website.
1.3 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from L Davis
1.4 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None
Personal and Pecuniary: The Clerk declared an interest in the planning decision at 6.2.

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Annual meeting of the Parish Council held on 14 June 2017 were approved and signed by Cllr Holt as Chairman of that meeting as correct.  

3   PUBLIC TIME

There were no members of the public present.

4.	MATTERS ARISING

	None

5	BUSINESS

5.1	The Chairman stated that the new dog poo bin had now being installed in Coton and that Cllr Davis had reported that, apart from a parishioner complaining verbally about the location of the bin, it had been favourably received by residents and was being used and emptied.  It was agreed that no further action would be taken.
5.2	Cllr Connor stated that she would like the Parish Council to take part again in the DDC ‘Paint means Poo Campaign’ which was due to commence in September given the success of the previous campaign.  It was agreed that the Clerk would register the Council’s interest in taking part and that the area to be targeted would be the Playing Field and surrounding paths.  It was agreed that once DDC had provided the Council with the publicity documents that it would be advertised in the Village Newsletter.
5.3	Cllr Herbert stated that he had had a complaint from a parishioner regarding the overhanging branches on the corner of the Teeton Road opposite ‘Fieldside’ which were forcing pedestrians into the road on a dangerous bend and also causing problems for traffic.  The Chairman agreed he would speak to the householder concerned.  In addition, Cllr Herbert stated that there were other areas in the village where overhanging branches and vegetation was encroaching onto footpaths.  It was agreed that a notice from the Parish Council should be put in the Village Newsletter highlighting the problem.
Cllr Matts stated that he had previously reported to Street Doctor the problems with soil and vegetation narrowing the footpath in Coton on the way up to Guilsborough making it impossible to use with a pushchair.  It was agreed the Clerk would report the matter again to Street Doctor.
[bookmark: _GoBack]5.4	Cllr Worthington stated that she had received an observation from a resident about the amount of vegetation growing around the benches located outside the village and therefore not covered by the grass cutting contract.  The Chairman confirmed that he had been out and strimmed around the benches in question and would do so again.  It was agreed that the benches were currently in good order.
5.5	Cllr Matts stated that the entrance to the Churchyard from the Allotment Gardens needed attention and it was agreed that he would try to arrange for the gravedigger to assist him in improving the area the next time a burial took place at the Church.
5.6	The Chairman stated that a small committee should be formed to deal with the Clerk’s annual appraisal and pay review.   After discussion, it was agreed that he and Cllr Matts would meet with the Clerk prior to the September meeting with a view to reporting back to the Council at that meeting.
5.7	After discussion, it was unanimously resolved to continue the annual membership of the Campaign to Protect Rural England at a cost of £36.
5.8	After discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council was broadly in agreement with the Police and Crime Commissioners consultation regarding the proposed change of governance of the Fire and Rescue Service and Cllr Holt agreed to reply on behalf of the Council.
5.9	After discussion, it was agreed that the proposed Northampton North-West relief road linking A428 Harlestone Road with the A5199 Welford Road would benefit Ravensthorpe and Coton and Cllr Holt agreed to reply on behalf of the Council supporting the project.
5.10	The Chairman stated that he had received information to mark Merchant Navy Day on 3 September 2017 and would like to get permission to fly the Red Ensign from the Church Tower.  Cllr Matts agreed to approach the PCC to see whether this would be possible.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

DA/2017/0496 – Curbar, 47 Guilsborough Road, Ravensthorpe – alterations to existing bungalow to form two storey dwelling with rear extension.

The Council made the following observations:
· the plans and drawings submitted are inadequate to make an informed judgement as to the appearance of the building and the materials to be used
· it would appear to over dominate the site in proportion to the houses either side of it
· the roof-line should be no higher than that of the neighbouring houses
· the change of use from a bungalow to a 5 bedroom house is contrary to the needs of the local community.
6.2 	Planning Decisions

DA/2017/0341 and 0342 – The Stone House, 6 High Street, Ravensthorpe NN6 8EH -  Single storey rear extension

Listed Building Consent and Planning Permission granted

7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – July salary
	    232.15
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	   18.00
	Online

	E-on – Maintenance Charges (Apr to June 17)
	147.83
	001235

	Stephen Hartwell – Mowing 2 cuts
	960.00
	     Online 

	E-on Electricity Charges (Apr to June 17)
	788.64
	001236

	Anglian Water – Allotment water
	22.86
	Direct Debit

	Ravensthorpe Village Hall – room hire
	81.60
	001237

	CPRE – Annual membership
	36.00
	001238




7.2	Income Received

	Bank interest of 36 pence.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 30 June 2017.   Balance at bank was £21,926.07.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1	CPRE Outlook July 2017 – hard copy available
8.2	Police and Crime Plan 2017-2021 – hard copy available
8.3	Clerks and Councils Direct July 2017 – hard copy available
8.4	Letter from E-on advising of difficulty in supplying mercury lamps now that manufacture of such is banned.  This was noted by the Parish Council but as a reserve fund was already in place for the replacement of street lights this was considered sufficient for the time being
.
9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – No report received.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Worthington stated that she had carried out the annual risk assessment together with Cllr Herbert who had looked at the trees within the area which she provided to the Clerk for her records.
9.3 	Highways – It was reported that the footpath gate at the Hollows leading to Church Gardens had been damaged by the developers.  Clerk to notify Mr Hunt and request that action be taken to rectify.
9.4	Trees –.Cllr Herbert stated that he had nothing further to report.
9.5	Street Lights – the Clerk stated that she had received reports during the month that street lights numbers 1 in Bettycroft Close and number 3 on the Coton Road were not working properly and had reported them to E-on for repair.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (20 September 2017 at 8.00 pm)

· Staff Appraisal
· Consideration of request for Memorial Bench in Coton
· Paint means Poo Campaign

Meeting closed at 9.25 pm


