
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 20 September 2017 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), J Matts, D Herbert, E Connor (left at 9.00 pm), L Davis, M Worthington, C James (Clerk) and one member of the public
1.2 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from S Holt and J Jones
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal: Cllr Worthington declared a personal interest in item 5.5
Personal and Pecuniary: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 4 September 2017 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

3   PUBLIC TIME

Further to an explanatory email forwarded to Councillors prior to the meeting, Alan Worthington, Chairman of the Playing Field Committee gave further details of the anticipated works to the lime trees in the playing field subject to Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s) for which applications had or were being made to Daventry District Council (DDC).  He stated that a precedent had been set for the Playing Field Committee to make some small contribution towards the costs of the works if they were considered to be necessary for health and safety reasons.  He stated that the Playing Field Committee had difficulty raising funds for the general upkeep of the Playing Field without taking account the costs of ongoing tree maintenance and was asking whether there would be a possibility of the Parish Council assisting financially towards any future works that were required to the trees. 

It was unanimously resolved that agenda item 5.5 would be brought forward so that the Council could consider the issue.

After discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council would consider requests for financial assistance from the Playing Field Committee on a one-off basis where work on any of the trees within the Playing Field was required on health and safety grounds.  It was also suggested that consideration could be given, at a future date, for the Parish Council to ‘purchase (for a nominal amount) the strip of land leading from Teeton Road to the entrance to Top Ardles wood which would include all the lime trees subject to TPO’s.

Mr Worthington thanked the Council for their time and left the meeting at this point.



4.	MATTERS ARISING

	None

5	BUSINESS

5.1	The Clerk stated that she had had no response to the advertisement of the casual vacancy for a Councillor on the noticeboard and it was agreed to put the notice in the next Village Newsletter.
5.2	Cllr Connor stated that she had commenced the DDC ‘Paint means poo’ campaign but had only found one instance where poo had not been picked up by the dog owner.  It was noted, however, that dog owners were still using the open waste bins in the playing field next to the benches to dispose of dog poo bags which was unhygienic and unacceptable given that there are two dog poo bins in the field.  The Clerk explained that the open bins were not emptied by DDC and it fell to a member of the Playing Field Committee to empty them.  It was agreed the Clerk would liaise with Alan Worthington regarding signage to try and stop people using the open bins to dispose of their dog poo bags.
5.3	Cllr Worthington stated that she felt that some training in the use of the defibrillator which was outside The Chequers should be made available to parishioners.  The Chairman agreed that he would liaise with Martin Wilkes who had instigated the installation of the defibrillator and try to arrange training at the Village Hall perhaps just prior to a cinema event when there would be plenty of people to benefit from the training.
5.4	The Chairman gave details of the staff appraisal that he had conducted with Cllr Matts and recommended to the Council that the Clerk’s pay scale should be increased from Local Government pay scale SCP22 to SCP23 and the increase be backdated to June 2017.  His recommendation was unanimously agreed.
5.5	See Public Time at 3 above.
5.6	Following receipt of an explanation from E-on as to the replacement of the lantern in The Lane, Coton, it was unanimously resolved that the payment of £960 for this work should be made.  However, Clerk to seek clarification from
E-on re the type of bulb used in this light.
5.7	After discussion, it was unanimously resolved to make payment to the Information Commissioner to continue the annual Data Protection Registration.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications
None

6.2 	Planning Decisions

	None





7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – September salary 
	240.69    
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	   24.72
	Online

	HMRC – PAYE (July to Sept 17)
	186.40
	001239

	Information Commissioner – Data Protection
	35.00
	     001240

	BDO LLP – External Audit Fee
	120.00
	001241

	E-on – Street Light replacement 
	960.00
	001242




7.2	Income Received

	None

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 31 August 2017.   Balance at bank was £21,403.00.

7.4	Conclusion of Annual Audit for year ended 31 March 2017

The Clerk confirmed that she had now received the annual return and certificate from BDO LLP, who had conducted the external audit, stating that the audit was satisfactory with no matters of concern to report.  It was unanimously resolved to accept and approve the annual return and certificate.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1	ASB Crime Summaries – circulated by email
8.2	NCALC Training Course availability – circulated by email
8.3	Clerks and Councils Direct – September 2017 – hard copy available
8.4	Notification that next renewal of Parish Council insurance will be dealt with by BHIB Insurance Brokers and that AON will be replaced by AVIVA – hard copy letter available.
.
9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey advised that all was in good order.  A bird feeding station had now been set up and work had been carried out to clear weeds from the pond.  She stated that a raking morning was planned for 14 October 2017 and all volunteers would be welcome.
[bookmark: _GoBack]9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Worthington stated that all was generally in good order.  It was noted that the hedge had been cut back by Mr Ellison which was appreciated and a temporary fix to the footpath gate post had been carried out by the developer.
9.3 	Highways – Cllr Matts noted that the road at Hollowell Top had been repaired.  
9.4	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that following the high winds a couple of weeks ago a number of branches had come down around the village but all had been dealt with apart from a branch of the beech tree on the Village Green.  Cllr Matts agreed he would clear this away as soon as possible.  Cllr Herbert said there were some branches on trees on the Guilsborough Road that needed attention before they fell and caused damage and he would report these to Highways through Street Doctor.
9.5	Street Lights – the Clerk stated that she was awaiting a report from E-on who had been requested to review the state of all street lights in Ravensthorpe and Coton so that, if necessary, repairs/replacements could be budgeted for when setting next year’s precept.  It was reported that the street light in Bettycroft Close was still not working but it was noted this was due to a supply problem that had been reported by E-on to Western Power.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (25 October 2017 at 8.00 pm)

· Memorial Bench for Coton – Cllr Jones


Meeting closed at 9.15 pm


