
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 25 October 2017 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), J Matts, D Herbert, E Connor, M Worthington, 
S Holt, J Jones, C James (Clerk) and one member of the public
1.2 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from L Davis.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal: Cllr Worthington declared a personal interest in item 6.1 (Trees in Playing Field)
Personal and Pecuniary: Cllr Connor declared a personal and pecuniary interest in item 5.5.

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 20 September 2017 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

3   PUBLIC TIME

Mrs Bishop stated that she was present in the role of an observer only.

4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	The Chairman welcomed Mrs Bishop to the meeting and explained that she had expressed an interest in filling the casual vacancy on the Parish Council following the resignation of Cllr Carrington and was observing proceedings.
4.2	Cllr Connor stated that the ‘Paint means Poo campaign’ was continuing and noted that she had found no dog poo in the playing field but had to use the spray on dog poo left on the pavement outside the church. She stated that the new dog poo bins in the playing field were working well although dog poo bags were still being left in the open waste bins by the benches and wondered whether the Council should consider installing a further bin.
4.3	The Clerk confirmed that Glyn Lewis had volunteered for the role as Police Liaison Representative for Ravensthorpe and she had forwarded his name to Danny Moody at Northants CALC who was co-ordinating the scheme.
4.4	The Chairman stated that he has spoken to Martin Wilkes about the possibility of a short training session in the use of the defibrillator but it was felt that the standard 2 hour training session that was being suggested would put people off attending.  Further consideration to be given to providing some general first aid training including the use of the defibrillator.  Chairman to action.

5	BUSINESS

5.1	Cllr Jones stated that he had spoken with the parishioners who had requested consideration be given to allow them to purchase and install a memorial bench on the green verge area in Coton by the Parish Council noticeboard.  He stated that they were aware that a sturdy hardwood bench would be required together with appropriate fixing to the ground and that as a member of the family was in the building trade this could be organised.  It was unanimously resolved that a bench would be welcome in Coton and, on the basis that the cost would not fall on the Parish Council, the Clerk to confirm with Highways that there was no objection to the erection of a bench on the verge.  Once agreed, Cllr Jones to liaise with the parishioners and oversee the installation of an appropriate bench.
5.2	The Clerk stated that during a risk assessment carried out by E-on, on behalf of the Parish Council, street light number 34 in Church Gardens had been declared dangerous and had been removed.  A quotation for a replacement light at a cost of £1,019 (exc VAT) had been circulated prior to the meeting.  After discussion, it was unanimously resolved to approve the installation of the new lamp but to ensure that a more efficient LED bulb was fitted at no extra cost.
5.3	The Clerk stated that due to the misunderstanding over the replacement of street light number 37 in the Lane, Coton, E-on had agreed to change the bulb that had been fitted to a more efficient LED bulb on a free of charge basis.  It was unanimously resolved to accept this offer.
5.4	The Clerk stated that as the rents for the two pits (Teeton Road and West Haddon Road) were due for their three year rent review having last been reviewed in 2014.  After discussion, it was unanimously resolved that the rents be increased to £35 per annum for Teeton Road and £70 per annum for West Haddon Road with effect from December 2017.  Current tenants to be notified.
5.5	The Clerk stated that the allotment garden rents were last reviewed three years ago in 2014 and, therefore, the Council should consider whether an increase was appropriate. After discussion, it was unanimously resolved to increase the rents to £30 per allotment. Tenants to be informed.  
5.6	Following discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Connor would provide the Council’s response to Maria Taylor’s email asking for suggestions for planning training requirements for Parish Councillors.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

	The Parish Council considered the following applications:
	
DA/2017/0876 – Uppingstone House, 47 High Street, Ravensthorpe – installation of underground LPG tank.

No observations

DA/2017/0918 – 15 Church Gardens, Ravensthorpe – work to trees subject of Tree Preservation Order DA 291.

No observations


DA/2017/0963 – Ravensthorpe Playing Field, Teeton Road – work to trees subject of Tree Preservation Order DA 293

No observations

DA/2017/1011 – 57 Guilsborough Road, Ravensthorpe – Demolition of existing side addition and conservatory.  Construction of single storey side/rear extension and new pitched roof over garage.

No observations

6.2 	Planning Decisions

DA/2017/0716 – 1 Chequers Lane, Ravensthorpe – demolition of existing car port.  Construction of two storey side extension and conversation of garage to habitable space.

Permission refused

7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – October salary
	275.99    
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	   18.00
	Online

	E-on Street light electricity charges
	797.30
	001243

	E-on Street light maintenance 
	147.83
	     001244

	Stephen Hartwell – Village Mowing (2 cuts)
	960.00
	Online




7.2	Income Received

	The Clerk stated that the second instalment of the precept amounting to £7,250 
	and bank interest of 38 pence had been received.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 30 September 2017.   Balance at bank was £25,833.52.





7.4	Receipts and Payments to 30 September 2017

The Clerk presented the receipts and payments account for the half year to 30 September 2017.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1	NCALC Update Sept/Oct 2017 – circulated by email
8.2	DDC notification re Good Neighbour Scheme – circulated by email
8.3	Letter from Pensions Regulator re Automatic Enrolment Declaration – Chairman to action
.
9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey advised that all was in good order. The pond was improving and the raking had been carried out by volunteers.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Worthington stated that all was generally in good order but asked if Cllr Herbert, as Tree Warden, could check on the Ash trees following the high winds.
9.3 	Highways – Cllr Matts noted that due to cuts in the Highways budget, the state of the local roads was getting worse.  He stated that he would deal with some overgrown laurel by the footpath on the village green which impeded pedestrians view of the traffic when crossing the High Street.
9.4	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that there was nothing to report following his latest inspection about two weeks earlier.
9.5	Street Lights – the Clerk stated that the street light in Bettycroft Close was now working.  The risk assessment report from E-on was still awaited and would be chased so that it could be used when setting the precept budget for next year.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (22 November 2017 at 8.00 pm)

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Co-option of New Councillor
· Precept for 2018/19
· Annual Risk Assessment
· Street Light Review
· Response to Public Consultations from NCC (libraries, transport, etc)
· Parking on Green/Verges in Bettycroft Close
· Meeting dates for 2018
	

Meeting closed at 9.25 pm


