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RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 22 November 2017 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: S Holt (Chairman), D Herbert, E Connor, M Worthington, J Jones,
C James (Clerk) and two members of the public
1.2 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from R Marsh, J Matts and L Davis
1.3 Co-option of New Councillor: The Chairman welcomed Mary Bishop to the meeting as she had expressed interest in filling the casual vacancy for a Councillor for Ravensthorpe.  Cllr Worthington proposed and Cllr Herbert seconded that she be co-opted to the Council.  Mrs Bishop completed the relevant paperwork and was invited to sit with the Council for the remainder of the meeting.
1.4 Declarations of Interest:
Personal: Cllr Worthington declared a personal interest in item 4.1 (Playing Field)

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 23 October 2017 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

3   PUBLIC TIME

The Chairman asked the member of the public present, Mr Harrison, if he would like to say anything.  Mr Harrison stated he had attended the meeting in respect of the Planning Application for stables on the Coton Road (6.1 below).  It was unanimously agreed that item 6.1 would be brought forward for discussion. 

The Chairman confirmed that the letter Mr & Mrs Harrison had sent to DDC in respect of their objections to the application had previously been circulated to Councillors and noted that a further letter had been received from Mr Johnstone in respect of the application.  Mr Harrison stated that, although the location of the proposed stable block had been changed since the last application, the reasons for objection remained the same as before and as outlined in his letter.  

The Chairman thanked Mr Harrison for attending and the Council then considered the application.  The observations made by the Parish Council following discussion are recorded under item 6.1 below.

Mr Harrison left the meeting at this point.





4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	Cllr Connor stated that she had submitted her final report (previously circulated to Councillors) in respect of the DDC ‘Paint means Poo’ campaign with a suggestion that any future campaign be held earlier in the year when fallen leaves did not hide some of the problem.  She stated that a third dog poo bin in the Playing Field would seem to be a good idea given the extensive use of the other two bins and the continued use by some people of the open bins.  The Clerk confirmed that she had also had a request from the Playing Field Committee for a third bin if the Council would be willing to fund such.  It was agreed that this would be put on the January agenda for consideration.
4.2	Cllr Connor stated that she had recently attend the CPRE Planning Roadshow and although this was interesting, it was really geared towards much larger Councils.   

5	BUSINESS

5.1	The Chairman asked if everyone had had an opportunity to read through the risk assessment policy that had been circulated by email by the Clerk.  The Clerk confirmed that she had made an additional note regarding the approval of online payments to the policy which the Chairman then read out.  It was unanimously agreed that the policy be adopted and the Chairman and Clerk signed the document.
5.2	The Chairman stated that he and Cllr Marsh felt that the Parish Council should respond to NCC in respect of the consultation in respect of the implication spending cuts to services.  Following discussion, it was unanimously agreed that he and Cllr Marsh would prepare a response to be circulated to Councillors for any comments and submitted prior to the deadline of 1 December.  It was agreed that the priorities for the Parish were the proposed cuts to road gritting, road maintenance and child services.  It was noted that there were separate consultations in respect of the future of the local bus services and the library services in the County.  These could be responded to individually.
5.3	The Clerk stated that she had received the annual Highways Grass Mowing grant application paperwork.  The amount of grant remained unchanged at £515.75.  After discussion, it was unanimously agreed that the Clerk should apply for the grant for 2018.
5.4	The Chairman stated that the Clerk had circulated the quotation for the work in the amount of £310 (excluding VAT) required to change the lantern on the street light number 14 on East Haddon Road. It was unanimously agreed that the lantern should be replaced as soon as possible.  Clerk to action.
5.5	Cllr Jones stated that he and the Clerk had prepared the draft budget for 2018/19 and the relevant working sheet and proposed budget had been circulated to Councillors by email prior to the meeting.  He stated that there had been an increase in the amount of the Precept that was being requested mainly due to the increased cost of dealing with the obsolete street light bulbs and the increased cost of mowing.  After discussion, it was unanimously resolved to accept the budget figures proposed and to request a Precept amount of £17,000 for the 2018/19 year.  (Budget attached as an appendix to the minutes). 
5.6	Cllr Connor stated that there had been complaints about the damage caused to the small green in Bettycroft Close by motor vehicles parking on the green.  She stated that although drivers of offending vehicles had been spoken to and polite notices left on windscreens the problem persisted.  After discussion, it was agreed that a form of wording for some more permanent small noticeboards to be put on the green would be devised by Cllr Connor and the Chairman would check into the costs of making the noticeboards.
5.7	It was unanimously agreed that the meeting dates for the 2018 Parish Council meetings would be held in the Village Hall on the following Wednesday dates: 24 January, 21 February, 21 March, 18 April, 16 May, 20 June, 18 July, 19 September, 17 October and 21 November.  As usual, no meetings in August and December unless there are planning applications to consider.  Clerk to confirm availability of Village Hall.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

	The Parish Council considered the following application (see public time above):

DA/2017/1042 – Land adjacent to 7 Coton Road, Ravensthorpe – construction of four loose boxes and fodder store and hardstanding (resubmission).

	The Council made the following observations:
a.    The development would be contrary to EN1 and EN39 as the site is one that has been designated by DDC as open country within a Special Landscape Area. It has also been identified in the adopted Village Design Statement as being valued open space of particular significance to the village character.
b.  The development is outside the village envelope in a village designated as 'restricted infill' only.	
c.  The position of the proposed development would significantly alter the appearance of the village from across the valley.
d.    The development would cause unacceptable disturbance to adjacent properties (noise, waste and light pollution).
e.     The access to the site/field is on a blind bend and the additional traffic using the site would cause significant difficulties.
f.    There are already considered to be sufficient livery facilities for horse owners in the immediate area.

The Parish Council noted that paragraph 3.6 of the planning document stating that the screening of the site will be dense mature hedgerow to be factually incorrect.  Attention being drawn to Figure 1 of the Design and Access statement.

The statements made at paragraphs 5.0 to 5.5 regarding a previous approved application (DA/2012/0125) also had no merit as, since the date of that application, both the West Northants Joint Core Strategy and the revised Village Design Statement have been adopted.

As such, the Parish Council found that the reasons for the refusal by DDC of the previous planning application (DA/2016/0729) on 24 February 2017 still stood.






6.2 	Planning Decisions

DA/2017/0876 – Uppingstone House, 47 High Street, Ravensthorpe – installation of underground LPG tank.

Permission granted

DA/2017/0835 – Elmdene, 33 High Street, Ravensthorpe – Listed building consent for various works to re-instate and upgrade three fireplaces including insertion of wood burning stoves, flue liners and chimney cowls.

Permission granted

DA/2017/0918 – 15 Church Gardens, Ravensthorpe – work to trees subject of Tree Preservation Order DA 291.

Permission granted


7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – November salary
	247.71    
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	   18.00
	Online

	Anglian Water – Allotment water 
	22.88
	Direct Debit




7.2	Income Received

	The Clerk stated that £35 had been received in advance for the Teeton Road Pit.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 31 October 2017.   Balance at bank was £23,611.65.







8 	CORRESPONDENCE (for information only)

8.1	Clerks and Councils Direct November issue – hard copy available
8.2	CPRE Northamptonshire Outlook November issue – hard copy available
8.3	Email from Jamie Wylie giving update re consultation on North West Relief Road and Northern Orbital Route – noted
8.4	Notification of Parish and Town Councils meeting to be held at DDC on 14 December 2017 – Cllr Holt stated he would attend.
8.5	Letter from Daventry CAB requesting consideration of donation in 2018 – noted.
.
9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey advised that all was in good order. 
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Worthington stated that all was in good order and the developer had now put up the post and rail fencing bordering the footpath.
9.3	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that he had looked at the trees in the allotment and he perceived no problems.  He stated Mr Venton from DDC would be meeting with the tree surgeon prior to the works being carried out on the lime trees in the Playing Field. 
9.4	Street Lights – the Clerk stated the recently replaced street lights in Church Gardens and The Lane, Coton were still awaiting a change of bulb to a LED bulb and E-on had informed her that this should take place in December.
9.5	Village Hall/Playing Field – Cllr Worthington stated that the Village Hall had a lot of events going on which had been well attended.  She stated that she had attended the Playing Field AGM and noted that Alan Worthington (current Chairman) would be standing down in the next year.  It was pleasing to note that there a number of potential new volunteers for the Committee.  She said that the support received from the Parish Council had been welcome and that the minutes of the Playing Field committee would be forwarded to the Parish Council in future.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (24 January 2017 at 8.00 pm)

· Request for consideration of donation towards a PCSO in Long Buckby (correspondence item)
· Additional dog poo bin for Playing Field
· Parking on Green in Bettycroft Close


Meeting closed at 9.20 pm


