
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 24 January 2018 at 8.15 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), S Holt, D Herbert, J Matts, L Davis, M Bishop, 
J Jones, C James (Clerk) and one member of the public
1.2 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from M Worthington and E Connor.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 22 November 2017 were approved and signed by Cllr Holt (Chairman of that meeting). 

3   PUBLIC TIME

The Chairman asked the member of the public present if she would like to say anything.  Mrs Hewison said she and her neighbour had both written to the Parish Council to express their wish that street light number 25 on the corner of The High Street and Chequers Lane be switched back on for various safety reasons.  It was agreed that item 5.1 would be brought forward for discussion (see item 5.1 below) after which Mrs Hewison left the meeting.

4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	The Clerk stated that the two ‘no parking’ signs had been made and had been given to Cllr Connor to erect.  In Cllr Connor’s absence it was not known whether this had yet been done.
4.2	The Clerk stated that she had applied to the Highways registration team for permission to install a memorial bench on the Highways verge in Coton.  A response had been received requesting more details about the proposed location and type of bench and that this had been passed to Cllr Jones to discuss with the parishioners who had made the original request. 

5	BUSINESS

5.1	The Chairman asked Councillors to express their views in respect of switching on street light number 25 on the corner of High Street/Chequers Lane.  The overall view was that the light should be switched back in view of the fact that two parishioners had made the request.  It was, therefore, resolved by a majority of six votes to one that the Clerk should make arrangements for the light to be reinstated.
[bookmark: _GoBack]5.2	The quotation in the amount of £524 (excluding VAT) for replacing street light number 26 on the corner of Chequers Lane/Paddock Close was considered.  After discussion, it was agreed that the matter should be taken forward to the next meeting as it was not known whether street light number 25 would still be functional and also require replacement.
5.3	In the absence of Cllr Connor and Cllr Worthington, it was agreed that the matter of providing an additional dog poo bin for the playing field be taken forward to the next meeting.
5.4	After discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council should continue to fund the annual subscription for the DACT travel club at a cost of £30.  Clerk to verify who is the current liaison person and update noticeboard.
5.5	After discussion, it was resolved that the date of the annual litter pick would be Saturday, 24 March 2018.  Volunteers to meet outside the Village Hall at 
10.00 am.   Clerk to arrange advertisement in the Village Newsletter.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

DA/2017/1204 – 1 Chequers Lane, Ravensthorpe – Demolition of existing car port.  Construction of two storey side extension and conversion of garage to habitable space (revised scheme)

The Council considered the above (revised) application and made the following observations:

Concerns were expressed that the existing driveway barely provides space for three cars as indicated in the application.  The Parish Council was also concerned in respect of the loss of a parking space (car port).

6.2 	Planning Decisions

DA/2017/1011 – 57 Guilsborough Road, Ravensthorpe – Demolition of existing side addition and conservatory.  Construction of single storey side/rear extension and new pitched roof over garage

Permission Granted

DA/2017/1151 – Hilbre, 27 Guilsborough Road, Ravensthorpe – Work to tree subject to Tree Preservation Order DA 102

Permission Granted


7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment:




	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – December salary
	247.71    
	Online

	Mrs C James – December Office Expenses
	   18.00
	Online

	HMRC – PAYE (Oct – Dec 2017)
	192.40
	1245

	Mrs C James – January salary
	247.71
	Online

	Mrs C James – January office expenses
	24.72
	Online

	DACT – annual subscription
	30.00
	1246

	E-on – Street light replacement PL14 
	372.00
	1247

	E-on – Street light electricity (Oct-Dec 17)
	797.30
	1248

	Ravensthorpe Village Hall – hall hire
	67.20
	1249

	AMD Design – ‘No Parking’ signs
	80.00
	1250

	E-on - Street light maintenance (Oct-Dec 17)
	147.83
	1251

	Mrs C James – Reimbursement for Printer Cartridge
	37.42
	1252

	Wave (Anglian Water) – Allotment Water (Sept-Dec 17)
	22.75
	Direct Debit




7.2	Income Received

The Clerk stated that £70 had been received for the annual rent of the West Haddon Road pit, £515.75 for the annual Highways Mowing allowance and bank interest of £1.10.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 31 December 2017.   Balance at bank was £23,897.79.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE (for information only)

8.1	Clerks and Councils Direct - January issue – hard copy available
8.2	Countryside Voice – Winter issue – hard copy available
8.3	Settlement and Countryside Local Plan Part 2 Draft Consultation – Hard copy available.  Cllr Holt stated that following his attendance at the Parish and Town Councils meeting in December, he could report that Ravensthorpe had been classified as an ‘Other Village’ and Coton as a ‘Hamlet’.  This should mean that only infill development should take place in Ravensthorpe.
8.4	Correspondence from parishioner regarding complaint sent to DDC Planning Department regarding the development at The Hollows.  It was noted that the Clerk had taken advice from NCALC regarding the issue and had responded to the parishioner to advise that as there was no breach of the planning regulations the Parish Council could take no action in the matter.  
8.5	Email from Long Buckby Parish Council regarding the possibility of assisting with the funding of a community PCSO.  The Clerk stated that she had been advised by the Clerk for Long Buckby that the Council had decided against this proposal and instead were considering installing monitored CCTV.
.



9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey’s report stated all was in good order and that coppicing would take place on 3 February 2018 at 11.00 am and all volunteers welcome.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Herbert stated that all was in good order but that he noticed some glass on one allotment.  Clerk to advise allotment tenant.  
9.3	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that he had checked on the work carried out on the lime trees subject to TPO’s in the playing field which was satisfactory.  He stated that work would need to be carried out on a tree on the Guilsborough Road as it was now touching the BT wires.  It was suggested that BT may deal with this. Cllr Herbert stated that he had also noticed some ash dieback in the Pocket Park.
9.4	Street Lights – the Clerk stated that she had recently been advised that street light number 35 in Church Gardens was not working so had reported this to E-on. Cllr Herbert said he did not think that the light bulbs in the recently replaced lanterns in Church Gardens and The Lane, Coton had been changed by E-on to LED ones as had been requested. Clerk to chase.
9.5	Village Hall/Playing Field – in the absence of Cllr Worthington there was no report available.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (21 February 2018 at 8.00 pm)

· Additional dog poo bin in playing field
· Replacement street lantern – PL26
	

Meeting closed at 9.15 pm


