
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 21 March 2018 at 8.15 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), S Holt, D Herbert, M Worthington, M Bishop, 
J Matts, L Davis, E Connor, and C James (Clerk).
1.2 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from J Jones.
1.3 Resignation of Cllr Holt:  The Chairman stated that Cllr Holt had written to tender his resignation with effect from the current meeting and that he would like to thank him on behalf of the Council for the excellent service he had provided to the village whilst acting as Councillor and Chairman over a number of years.
It was resolved that the Clerk would take the necessary steps to co-opt a new Councillor starting with advertising the statutory Notice of Vacancy.
1.4 Declarations of Interest:
None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 February 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

3   PUBLIC TIME

There were three members of the public present who stated they were present to see what was being discussed in respect of the parking problems in Bettycroft Close.  It was resolved to bring forward agenda item 5.2 for discussion.

Cllr Connor explained that problems were being caused in the Close by people parking on the verges and footpaths and blocking access for the bin lorry.  It was agreed that the vans used by the developers of the houses in The Hollows were one of the problems but also people from outside the village parking in the Close to gain access to Top Ardles Wood and to the Playing Field to exercise their dogs. Damage had been caused to a water drain and a kerb as a result of the lorry having to mount the pavement/verge to gain access.  In addition, it was noted that a hedge in front of one of the houses was severely encroaching onto the footpath.  Cllr Connor asked whether it would be possible to try and improve parking facilities in the Close to help alleviate the problem.  After some discussion, it was agreed that it would be advantageous to have a site meeting with Ian Boyes of Highways to see what if anything could be achieved.  Clerk to arrange.

It was also agreed that a notice should be put in the next edition of the Village Newsletter asking all residents in the village to park in their driveways wherever possible.

The three members of public left the meeting at this point.


4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	The Clerk stated that the new dog poo bin was due to be installed in the Playing Field on 22 March 2018 and that Alan Worthington as Chairman of the Playing Field committee was going to meet with Amey’s installer to agree the most suitable location for the new bin.

5	BUSINESS

5.1	The Chairman stated that he had made an attempt at updating the Emergency Response Plan but it was agreed that some additional amendments were still required.  Cllr Worthington agreed to co-ordinate the information required with a view to presenting it to the Parish Council at the next meeting.
5.2	See public time above.
5.3	The Chairman stated that he had read through Guilsborough’s Neighbourhood Plan and it was clear that a great deal of effort had gone into its preparation.  He stated that whilst there appeared to be nothing significant that would affect either Ravensthorpe or Coton that he would write a letter on behalf of the Parish Council supporting the Plan.
5.4	The Clerk confirmed that the Annual Parish Meeting was due to take place on Wednesday, 18 April 2018 at 8.00 pm.  It was agreed that the usual village organisations would be asked if they wished to attend and give a report with a maximum speaking time of 3 minutes.  Clerk to invite Councillor Micklewright. Councillors were reminded that the April Parish Council meeting would commence at 7.00 pm and would if necessary re-convene after the Annual Parish Meeting had finished.
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6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

DA/2017/1271, Blackberry House, 47 Guilsborough Road, Ravensthorpe – variation of Condition 3 of planning permission DA/2017/0476 to vary plan (retrospective) (alterations to fenestration, chimney, rear gable lower eaves height, reduction in size of rooflights).

	No observations

6.2 	Planning Decisions

None

7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment.


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – March salary
	247.71    
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	   34.55
	Online

	HMRC – PAYE January to March 2018
	185.40
	1253

	Nick Ellison – Gardening of Bank
	100.00
	1254

	Ann Moss – Cleaning Bus Shelter
	75.00
	1255

	Ravensthorpe Village Hall
	43.50
	1256

	Northants CALC – Training fee (Audit Course)
	18.00
	1257




7.2	Income Received

The Clerk stated that she had received allotment rents totalling £250.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 29 February 2018.   Balance at bank was £21,686.04.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE (for information only)

8.1  	Clerks and Councils Direct – February 2018 issue
8.2	Letter from E-on advising of increase in electricity prices wef 9 April 2018.

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey reported that everything was in good order in the park.  She thanked the volunteers who had helped with the coppicing in particular Glyn Lewis.  She reported that a new pathway had been created around part of the perimeter and that the pond had new healthy growth and that she was hoping to add some rough turf on top of the hessian when it could be acquired.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Worthing stated that all was satisfactory in the allotments.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Worthington for taking over the allotment report following the resignation of Cllr Carrington and confirmed that Cllr Bishop would now take over the task of reporting on the allotments with effect from the next meeting.
9.3	Highways – Cllr Matts stated that he had reported the large pothole on the East Haddon Road to Street Doctor.  Cllr Holt stated he would continue to chase for the footpath from Coton to Guilsborough to be cleared.
9.3	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that all fine but stated that further work to the lime trees on the entrance to the playing field was still required.  Cllr Matts said he had not yet had a chance to speak with the householder but would endeavour to do so asap.
9.4	Street Lights – The Clerk stated work to replace the two lights in Chequers Lane was due to take place this week and she would chase if not completed.  Two other lights in the village (16 at top of High Street and 35 in Church Gardens) had been repaired.  It had been reported by E-on that street light number 35 might need replacement in the near future.
9.5	Village Hall/Playing Field – Cllr Worthington stated that work was ongoing on the extension to the Village Hall.  She stated that the Playing Field Committee had some new members and fund raising would be stepped up for the new play equipment.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (18 April 2018 at 7.00 pm)

· Update on site meeting re parking in Bettycroft Close
· Ravensthorpe/Coton Emergency Response Plan
· End of year Audit procedures	
· NCALC offer of providing a DPO service to member Councils

Meeting closed at 9.00 pm


