
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 18 April 2018 at 7.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), S Holt, D Herbert, M Worthington, M Bishop, 
J Matts, J Jones, E Connor, and C James (Clerk).
1.2 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from L Davis
1.3	Declarations of Interest
None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 March 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

3   PUBLIC TIME

There were no members of the public present.

4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	Cllr Connor stated that she had had a meeting with Ian Boyes of Highways to discuss options for improving parking and access to Bettycroft Close.  She said that two options were suggested, one to remove the pavement on one side of the Close to increase the available parking area or the second to take a part of the Green to make a wider access into the cul-de-sac for the bin lorries to avoid the need for them to go on the grass verge.  She stated that Highways had no monies available for these projects.  After discussion, it was agreed the Clerk would contact Ian Boyes with a view to getting costings for the second option.
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5	BUSINESS

5.1	The Chairman stated that there had been further complaints about vehicles parking on the pavement obstructing pedestrians.  After discussion, it was agreed that the only solution was to continue to have dialogue with the persons responsible.  Cllr Matts stated that concerns had also been raised about a number of young children riding cycles on the pavements at speed.  Not only was this posing a problem for pedestrians it was also posed safety issues for the children when crossing blind driveways, etc.  Cllr Connor stated she had already raised this issue with parents at a coffee morning and would continue to do so on behalf of the Council.
5.2	Cllr Worthington presented the Council with a draft Emergency Response Plan she had prepared for discussion.  It was agreed that further to a couple of amendments the Plan could be presented at the May meeting for approval.
5.3	It was unanimously resolved for the Council to continue the annual membership of Northants CALC and to pay for their internal audit service for 2019.

5.4	It was unanimously resolved to accept the offer from Northants CALC to act as Date Protection Officer on behalf of the Council for 2018-19.  The relevant documentation was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk in this respect.
5.5	It was unanimously resolved to change the date of the annual meeting to Tuesday, 22 May 2018 at 8.00 pm.
5.6	The Clerk stated that following the demise of the Transparency Fund which had been used to claim funding to pay her an additional hour per month to comply with the Transparency Code, she would like to request that the Council now continue to make this additional payment to her.  After discussion, it was agreed that an additional hour per month would be paid to the Clerk for this purpose.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

	None

6.2 	Planning Decisions

None

6.3 	Planning Other

	Tree Preservation Order DA/496 2018 – Lingles Farm, Ravensthorpe

	Confirmation had been received that an order had been made for a TPO to be 
	placed on a hedgerow (including the trees within it) and a single Oak Tree at 
	Lingles Farm.


7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment.


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C James – April salary
	238.86    
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	   25.25
	Online

	E-ON – Street light replacements
	2480.40
	1258

	Anglian Water – Allotment Water
	22.48
	Direct Debit

	E-ON – Street light electricity (Jan-Mar 18)
	734.17
	1259

	Northants CALC – Annual membership and audit fee
	493.22
	1260

	E-On – Street light maintenance (Jan-Mar 18)
	147.83
	1261

	Stephen Hartwell – Village Mowing (1 cut)
	480.00
	Online




7.2	Income Received

The Clerk stated that bank interest of £1.83 had been received.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the year ended 31 March 2018.   Balance at bank was £21,220.92.

7.4	Exemption from External Audit

The Clerk explained that under the new audit regime, the Parish Council was now eligible to claim exemption from an external audit as both gross income and gross expenditure were less than £25,000 for the year ended 31 March 2018.  She stated that the internal audit would still take place and the auditor was expected in the next week.  It was unanimously resolved to complete the Certificate of Exemption form and this was duly signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE (for information only)

8.1  	Countryside Voice – Spring issue – hard copy available
8.2	NCALC Update March – April 2018 – circulated by email.

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey’s report stated that everything was in good order in the park.  
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Bishop stated that all was satisfactory in the allotments.  Cllr Matts stated that he had sorted out a water leak at the allotments.
9.3	Highways – Cllr Matts stated that he would report a further large pothole on the Coton Road to Street Doctor.  The Clerk stated that the broken kerb in Bettycroft Close which she had reported to Street Doctor last month had now been fixed.
9.4	Trees – The owner of the trees by the park has been approached. He had referenced a request from the Playing Fields Committee not to pollard their side of the trees. The Playing Fields Committee Chairman is following this up to achieve an agreeable solution.
9.5	Street Lights – The Clerk stated that following the replacement of the lamps in Chequers Lane she had received a thank you note from the resident who had raised concerns about the lack of light in this area.
9.6	Village Hall/Playing Field – Cllr Worthington stated that reports on both would be given at the Annual Parish meeting to follow but she stated that there had, unfortunately, been an instance of graffiti being written on the Sports Pavilion walls. As chalk had been used it had been removed successfully and it was hoped that this would be an isolated incident.






10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (Tuesday, 22 May 2018 at 8.00 pm)

· Election of Chairman/Vice Chairman
· Ravensthorpe/Coton Emergency Response Plan
· Annual Return - approval
· GDPR Course – update from Cllr Herbert

Meeting closed at 7.50 pm



