RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 
Tuesday, 22 May 2018 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Election of Chairman.  Cllr Richard Marsh stated he would be willing to continue to act as Chairman.  Cllr Connor proposed and Cllr Bishop seconded his appointment and it was unanimously resolved to appoint Cllr Marsh as Chairman. Accordingly, Cllr Marsh signed the declaration of acceptance of office form.

Cllr Marsh then took the Chair.

1.2 Election of Vice Chairman.  The Chairman stated he had spoken to Cllr Herbert prior to the meeting and that he had indicated he would be willing to act as Vice Chairman. Cllr Herbert accepted his nomination and Cllr Jones proposed and Cllr Worthington seconded the appointment of Cllr Herbert and it was unanimously resolved to appoint Cllr Herbert as Vice Chairman.  

1.3 Present:  R Marsh, E Connor, J Jones, M Worthington, D Herbert, M Bishop and C James (Clerk) 

1.4 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from J Matts and L Davis.

1.5 Declarations of Interest:
Personal:  None
Personal and Prejudicial: None

1.6 Adoption of Standing Orders:  
It was unanimously resolved to adopt the standing orders as amended in 2017.

1.7 Consideration of Adoption of Financial Regulations (as amended 2016)
It was unanimously agreed to adopt the Financial Regulations.

1.8 Appointment of Officers and other Representatives
The following appointments were agreed:
Internal Finance Audits:  Cllr Worthington
Bank Signatories: Cllrs Marsh, Matts and Jones.  It was agreed that Cllr Herbert should be added as a signatory at the next meeting. 
Planning Co-ordinator:  Cllr Connor 
Grass Cutting Officer: Clerk
Highways Officer:  Cllr Matts
Tree Warden: Cllr Herbert
Village Hall/Playing Field liaison: Cllr Worthington
	Church Liaison:  Cllr Matts
Allotments:  Cllr Bishop
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator: Glyn Lewis
Footpath Warden: John Peachey
Pocket Park Co-ordinator: Liz Peachey
Snow Officers: Cllr Matts and Cllr Jones

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18 April 2018 were approved by the meeting and signed by the Chairman as correct.  
2.2 The Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on 1 May 2018 were approved by the meeting and signed by the Chairman as correct.

3   PUBLIC TIME

There was one member of public present who the Chairman invited to speak. The member of public stated that she was following up on the email she had sent to the Council in respect of children riding their cycles on the pavement/road and the comments that had been received following their activities.  She asked whether the Council would consider providing some funding to run an official bike riding course for the children of the village to teach them road safety, etc.

It was agreed to bring forward agenda item 5.3 for discussion.  The Council agreed that the Clerk should investigate the possibility of providing an event for the younger children of the village (age up to about 12) and to report back to Councillors in time for a decision to be made if possible at the June meeting  (Ie prior to the school holidays).

4  MATTERS ARISING

4.1 The Clerk stated that the cost of providing additional car parking space in Bettycroft Close to alleviate the problem of parking on the verges/green and to improve access for large vehicles was still being investigated with Highways.

5   BUSINESS

5.1 Cllr Worthington stated that she had almost completed the plan but was awaiting the new telephone numbers for the Clerk, etc.  It was agreed that the Clerk would finalise the plan, circulate to Councillors for comments and it would then be adopted at the June meeting.
5.2 [bookmark: _GoBack]Consideration was given to a request from the Village Hall Committee a donaton from the easement monies for the purchase of 20 new chairs for the Village Hall.  A sample chair was available for the Council to assess.  After some discussion, it was unanimously resolved to donate the sum of £420 which represented 50% of the total costs involved.  Cheque to be raised at the June meeting.
5.3 See Public time above.
5.4 Cllr Herbert updated the Council with information he had received following his recent attendance on the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) course held at NCALC.  A draft policy document had been prepared by Cllr Herbert regarding the retention of information which was currently awaiting approval by NCALC. 
5.5 After discussion, it was unanimously resolved to continue with the annual membership of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) at a cost of £36.
5.6 The Clerk stated that the current insurer AON was no longer providing insurance to Parish Councils and the broker BHIB Ltd had suggested that the Council should take out a new three year agreement with AVIVA at a reduced annual premium of £352.37.  Cllr Jones stated that this was a good solution and recommended that the Council take up this offer.  It was unanimously resolved to enter a long-term agreement (3 years) with AVIVA.
5.7 The Clerk stated that she had not yet received any interest in the casual vacancy for a Councillor for Ravensthorpe.  Cllr Worthington said she had approached a number of residents but to date no-one had declared an interest.  The vacancy to be advertised in the next edition of the Village Newsletter with a cut-off date of 30 June 2018.  Anyone interested invited to attend the June Parish Council meeting as an observer.

6 PLANNING

6.1 Planning Applications

None

6.2 Planning Decision

None

7 FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment by online bank transfer.

	Payee
	Amount
	Method

	Mrs C James – May salary
	256.57
	Online

	Mrs C James – Office Expenses
	24.96
	Online

	Stephen Hartwell – Mowing (1 cut)
	480.00
	Online

	AVIVA annual insurance premium (1st year)
	352.37
	Online

	Northants CALC – Training course fee
	49.00
	Online

	CPRE – Annual membership fee
	36.00
	Online




7.2	Income Received

The Clerk confirmed that the payment of £8,500 in respect of the half year precept had been received into the bank account

7.3      Balance at Bank
  	
The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 30 April 2018.  Balance at bank was £25,098.71




7.4	Approval of Annual Return for Year Ended 31 March 2018

The Clerk reported that the internal audit had been carried out and was satisfactory with no issues being raised.  The Clerk produced the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2017/18 for completion.  It was unanimously resolved to approve the annual governance statement and accounting statements and the Chairman and Clerk signed the document where required.  Clerk to scan the necessary documents and ensure available on the website and in the noticeboard by 4 June 2018.

7.5	National Salary Award for Local Government Services

The Clerk provided details of the recent national salary award for Clerks for 2018/19.  It was unanimously resolved that, as required by her contract, the Clerk’s pay rate should be increased in line with the award (£11.275 per hour) with the increase backdated to April 2018.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE 

8.1  	Clerks and Councils Direct – May issue – hard copy available
8.2	Notification of Parish and Town Councils meeting to be held on 14 June 2018.  Cllr Worthington agreed to attend on this occasion.
8.3	Community Governance Review – email from Elections Office of DDC.  Cllr Worthington to provide update at next meeting following her attendance at the Parish and Town Councils meeting.

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – No report available.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Bishop stated that all the allotments were being tended well.  The Clerk stated that an existing allotment tenant had previously offered to share their allotment but the share had not worked out and arrangements had now been made for the next person on the waiting list to be offered this opportunity instead.
9.3 	Highways – No report available
9.4	Tree Report – Cllr Herbert stated that no works had yet been carried out on the lime trees at the entrance to the Playing Field.
9.5	Street Lights – The Clerk stated that she had received no reports of faulty street lights this month.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA
	
	Adoption of Emergency Response Plan
	GDPR update
	Update on Highways quote for Bettycroft Close
	Update on Cycling course
	Annual Staff Review for Clerk
		

Meeting closed at 9.15 pm


