
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 20 June 2018 at 7.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: D Herbert (Chairman), M Worthington, M Bishop, J Matts, E Connor, and C Holifield (Clerk).
1.2 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from R Marsh, J Jones and L Davis
1.3	Declarations of Interest
None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the annual meeting of the Parish Council held on 22 May 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

3   PUBLIC TIME

There were no members of the public present.

4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	The Clerk stated that she had thus far received one expression of interest for the vacant Councillor position.  Cllr Worthington stated that another resident had expressed an interest to her but to date no formal approach had been made to the Clerk.  Deadline for applications is 30 June 2018.  Applicants to be invited as observers to the July meeting.

5	BUSINESS

5.1	The final version of the Emergency Response Plan had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting and it was unanimously resolved to approve the plan with an agreement that it should be reviewed in 2021.
5.2	The Council considered the plans and costings from Highways for proposed works to improve parking facilities in Bettycroft Close which had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was unanimously agreed that, at an estimated cost of £10,000, the Council would not proceed with this work.  However, it was unanimously resolved to trial putting some grass matts into the grass in the autumn to try to strengthen the verges. It was also agreed that Cllr Connor would arrange to have one of the new signs turned around so that it was easier to see when entering the Close.
[bookmark: _GoBack]5.3	The Chairman stated that a ‘light’ version of a retention of data policy had been prepared and forwarded to NCALC for their comments.  He and the Clerk would liaise about any further requirements to comply with the new legislation.
5.4	It was unanimously resolved that Councillors would read through the documentation relating to the Local Government Reform Consultation with a view to the questionnaire being completed by the Parish Council at the next meeting and submitted prior to the deadline.  The Clerk advised that two workshops had been organised in July, one in Towcester and one if Wellingborough, and each Council were invited to send one participant.  In addition, Councillors and residents were encouraged to complete the questionnaire on an individual basis.
5.5	The Clerk provided details of the cycle training which could be provided by Outspoken for children in the village following consultation by Cllr Connor with parents.  It appeared the best solution was for a two day course for ages 9 and over covering both off and on road training at a cost of £50 per child.  Younger children would be welcome to join the off road session on the first morning at a cost of £6 per child.  Cllr Connor agreed she would try and get some community funding but it was unanimously resolved that the Parish Council would donate up to a maximum of £250 depending on the outcome of Cllr Connor’s applications to DDC, etc.
5.6	Cllr Worthington stated that she had attended the recent Parish and Town Councils meeting.  An update had been received in respect of additional monies allocated to the Council by Central Government to deal with potholes in the County and that work would be carried out. Councils were being encouraged to participate in the Local Government Reform consultation.  With regard to the Police, Sgt Dobbs had stated he would be willing to attend Parish Council meetings, on request, to provide updates.  In respect of the forthcoming cuts to libraries, bus services, etc, Parish Councils were encouraged to get involved in trying to save services. Next meeting to be held on 13 December 2018.
5.7	It was agreed that Cllr Marsh and Cllr Matts (Cllr Herbert if he is not available) would meet with the Clerk prior to the July meeting on 18 July 2018 to conduct the annual staff appraisal.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

	DA/2018/0264 – 10 High Street, Ravensthorpe – change of use of Post Office at 	
	Front of building to residential

	No observations

6.2 	Planning Decisions

DA/2017/0701 – 1 East Haddon Road, Ravensthorpe – construction of new crossover and drive

Permission granted

6.3 	Planning Other

	DA/2018/0292 – Oakwood Farm, East Haddon Road, Ravensthorpe – closing 
	of existing access and formation of new access.	

	Application withdrawn



7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment.


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C Holifield – June Salary
	262.48    
	Online

	Mrs C Holifield – Office Expenses
	   18.00
	Online

	HMRC – PAYE (April to June 2018)
	189.20
	Online

	Stephen Hartwell – Village Mowing (1 cut)
	480.00
	Online

	Northants CALC – Training Course fee
	36.00
	Online

	Norton Security Software package
	24.99
	Online

	Ravensthorpe Village Hall – Donation for chairs
	420.00
	Online




7.2	Income Received

The Clerk stated that no income had been received

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 31 May 2018.   Balance at bank was £23,899.81.

7.4	Approval of changes to bank signatories for NatWest accounts

It was agreed that it would be prudent to add David Herbert and Mary Worthington as signatories to the NatWest bank account and remove Stephen Holt.  Item to be taken forward to next meeting for approval and signature of necessary documentation when all Councillors present.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE (for information only)

8.1	NCALC Update May/June 2018 – circulated by email.
8.2	DDC Consultation on proposals to extend and increase dog control orders in the district – circulated by email
8.3	DDC Electric Vehicle charging point survey – circulated by email
8.4	CPRE Outlook June 2018 – hard copy available

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey reported that the Pocket Park had not been mowed and asked if the PC could help if this continued to be a problem.  Cllr Matts agreed to deal with this if required.  Mrs Peachey also stated that she had left an animal hole in the pathway to ensure it was not being used before filling.  She stated she was also dealing with a hogweed problem. 
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Bishop stated that all was satisfactory in the allotments apart from one which appeared to be overgrown in places.  The Clerk agreed to see whether the tenant would like to consider sharing with the next person on the waiting list. 
9.3	Highways – Cllr Matts had nothing further to report.
9.4	Trees – The Chairman stated he had nothing to report.
9.5	Street Lights – The Clerk stated that she had nothing to report.
9.6	Village Hall/Playing Field – Cllr Worthington stated that there was nothing new to report.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (18 July 2018 at 8.00 pm)

· Local Government Reform – Completion of questionnaire
· Bank Mandate – addition of new signatories
· Refurbishment of Telephone Box
· DDC Dog Control Orders
· Cycle Training Course


Meeting closed at 9.05 pm



